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plans to limit Iran oil sales 

-WASHINGTON (R) — TTie Clinton administration is drafting 
proposais aimed at limiting oii sales by Iran. White House ofTidals 
said. White House Press Secretary Mike MeCurry said top advisen 
to President Clinton met and discussed increased sanctions on 
Iran. rTbey talked about additional measures related to oil and oil 
•prodocdon.” Mr. McCurry said. Mr. McCurry said Mr. Qinton's 
national security advisers were in the process of drafting moves 
■lo increase economic pressure on Iran, but declined to 
[spedfio under consideraUon. “They will be working reasonably 
tswihly,” Mr. McCurry said. Another administration ofHcial, who 
pa^ed to be_ identified, said the adidsers recommended 
ppfohibiting U.S. oil companies from buying petroleum from Iran. 
■^Thai ban would be included in the formal recommendations that 
'will be ^ven to Mr. Ginton, the official said. 
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Qdeen receives Seeds of Peace Amrd 

AMMAN fJ.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday accepted the 19K 
“Seeds of Peace** Award at a fbnnal hanquei dinner held in her honour in 
Ne# York. John Wallach. (he founder of "Seeds of Peace," ofTered fob 
tribute to Queen Noor for her “distinguished contributions towards 
-foe h^dle East a safer and more secure icghw for the next generations. 
The U.N. Secretary General Dr. Boutros Boutros Chali weleemed the 
Queen saying “the road lo peace will be kmg and bard... but alw hw joyful 
occasions like this one... we have travelled far logcther with oonfidcncc in 
the vihie of our final goals. The Isracli-Jordanian peace treaty is a step os 
the way to a just oomprehendve peace scnlcmcni. Your Maj^y. you and 
your hasband have been firm in your eemmiunem to a jua peace; your 
ttusc is vindicated today." Jn her aeccptancc speech. Queen Noor said ~wc 
must Bcknoadcdgc and constantly renew our oonuniunent to address the 
challenges that aill confront all of us in foe region; most importantly, the 
primaiy and overreaching <4ijcctivc of a comptehensive legionai pracc... 
that would ensure the naiiona] rights, territorial integrity and sccuniy of all 
peoples." This peace, the Queen noted, would enable human and national 
' rcsouTocs to be channelled into development rather than militaiy priorities.. 
Queen Noor expressed hw hope that ine Jonbnian-lsraeli accord will serve 
as I catalyst for progress towaira an enduring peace whose fruits are shared 
by all. 
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Israeli troops 
Ishoot Palestinian 

L 

^AZA CITY (AFP) — 
Hsraeli troops on Wednesday 
shot and wounded a Palesti- 
fnian as he tried to enter the 
Jewish state illegally, the 
[jP^estinian police chief here 
'said. General Ghazi Jabali 
'Said the incident took place at 
Erez crossing between 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
and Israel. 

Bahrain; 7 confess 
in police attack 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain 
said on Wednesday that 
f seven Bahrainis had admitted 
. I involvement in a petrol bomb 
e attack on a police car last 
1 month. One officer was 
[ burned to death and two 
[ others seriously injured. An 
I Interior Ministry s^kesman, 
' ( quoted by local newspapers, 
^ f said the suspects “have 
I admitted to a judge that they 
I lay in wait for a public secur- 
I ity Land Rover ... and then 
I hurled molotov cocktail 
I bombs at the vehicle." “!n- 
I vestigations were continuing 
' into this criminal act and aU 
members of the groupi would 
appear before the (state 
security) court later." 

Powell remains coy 
on presidential race 

SALEM (AFP) — Colin 
Powell, the soldier who 
climbed the ranks to become 
chairman of the Joint. Chieft 
of Staff and now a popular 
presidential choice, has not 
ruled out an independent bid 
for the White House. ‘Tve 
checked the constitution very 
carefully, and you do not 
ha^ to belong to a poirtical 
pa^" to run for the office. 
Mf^ Powell said sB he took 
qu^ons from some 330 
people gathered at Salem 
State College Tuesday night. 
Mr. Powell, who has not pub- 
. lidy stated if he is a Republi- 
can or Democrat, said both 
parties offer appealing 
aspects. However, he said he 
w^d put off deciding on his 
pobtical future until &ptem- 
bes after he finishes his auto- 
bicigraphy. 
f 

Greece arrests 29 
iiaqi immigrants 

ivTHENS (AFP) — Greek 
^authorities arrested 29 iliegal 
Iraqi immigrants Wednesday 
on a small island northeast of 
Khios, in the eastern Ae- 
gean. where they had just 
landed from Turkey, police 
reported. They said the im- 
migrants. including seven 
women and 14 children, were 
apprehended after a Turkish 
•ferry dumped them on 
Oinousa. only a few 
kilometres from Turkey, be- 
fore fleeing. Khios coast- 
guard officers had been tip- 
ped off about their impend- 
ing arrival by an infonner and 
were lying in wait. 

BCCI trial deferred 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Ten 
fonner Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCI) executives appeared 
in court here Wedne^y ac- 
cused of fraud and other off- 
' ences but hearings were later 
V adjourned to June 14 after 
' the judge asked lawyers to try 
and bring back three absent 
. defendants, court officials 
said. 

. Israel forgives $1.26b 
I kibbutz debt 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
failing communal frums won 
a second chance Wednesday, 
when the government de- 
ided to fo^ve S1.3 billion in 
lebts. Critics said the govern- 
lent was buying votes and 
asting tax money on the 
immunities, known as kib- 
butzim, which house only 
[hree per cent of Israel's 5.5 
million population. But 
cabinet ministers said they 
Wanted to preserve the ega- 
litarian kibbutz movement, 
which despite economic set- 
backs remains a prized sym- 
' ' of the Zionist movement, 
ibbutz leaders welcomed 
the 18-member cabinet’s 
Unanimous decision, which 
(iomes after years of negotiat- 
Big how to deal with the 
kibbutzim's 5.9 billion shekel 
(S2 billion) debt. 


King Hussein 
in excellent health 

Monarch informs Regent; Prince 
Hassan expresses joy at good news 


AMMAN (Petra) — Physi- 
cians have found His Majesty 
King Hussein in excellent 
health, the King said in a 
letter to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, Wednesday. 

“It gives me great pleasure 
to inform you and my dear 
Jordanian family... that all 
the results of all the tests I 
underwent, two years after 
surgery to remove cancerous 
cells, have confirmed that no 
trace of cancer was found and 
that there was no indication 
that the cancer would reap- 
pear," the King assured the 
Regent in the letter sent from 
New York. 

Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor tefr for 
the U.S. on March 22. On 
Tuesday they arrived in New 
York from Rochester where 
His Majesty underwent regu- 
lar medical check-ups at the 
Mayo Clinic. 

In a reply letter, Prince 
Hassan expressed delight at 
the good news and said: “I 
express the delight and joy 
that filled my heart and the 
hearts of ail Jordanians to 
hear the news of your good 
health. You will remain the 
teacher and the leader for us 
all." 

The King said in his letter 


that he would always remem- 
ber the benevolent and pas- 
sionate feelings that Jorda- 
nians showed when he re- 
turned home after under- 
going a surgery at Mayo Oi- 
nic in 1992. 

King Hussein expressed 
gratitude for the support and 
kindness the Jordanians 
showed for him then and said 
he hoped peace would prevail 
in the Kingdom and would 
•contribute to the develop- 
ment of the Jordanian socie- 
ty- 

He said that it was after the 
Jordanian people showed 
their warm feelings for him 
that he felt he had a duty to 
ensure chat they enjoyed “an 
honourable peace: a peace 
emanating from the inspira- 
tion of our conscience and 
our true belonging to our 
nation and our keenness to 
safeguard the interests of our 
people." 

The Crown Prince replied: 
**Your people that you have 
devoted your life to serve are 
very well aware of the deter- 
mination and Che vision, the 
suffering and the anxiety that 
you have passed through to 
lead them to the shore" of 
safety. 

In his letter, the King said 
that he worked- for a “peace 


that restores to the (Jorda- 
nians) their water, land and 
other rights; a full peace... 
that would contribute to the 
development and prosperity 
of the society and the success 
of its members in an atmos- 
phere of security, stability 
and reassurance." 

The King expressed pride 
in the Jordanian anny and 
the Jordanian people. He 
said he sought “a peace 
worthy of Jordan and the 
Jordanians, who were always 
the most courageous and the 
kindest and who offered the 
greatest sacrifices for their 
nation and their land, the 
land of heroic deeds and sac- 
rifices. The land of the feith- 
ful martyrs, to make the 
peace of peoples in accord- 
ance with the Constitution, 
the National Charter, demo- 
cracy, shura, political plural- 
ism, and resp^ for human 
rights — not the pea^ of 
governments and indi- 
viduals." 

The Regent said in his rep- 
ly that the efforts exerted 
King Hussein to achieve 
peace were a reflection of the 
deep insight the King enjoys. 

Tlie King's “achievements 
. are greater than his resources 



Members of the MmwL- Rwfatance Movement (Hamos) 
sbMt hi the air OB Wednesday in Gain CHy* during a rally 
for Kamal Khefl, 23» who was killed in the April 2 bomb. 


PLO leader Yasser AraEat went on the attadc against Hamas' 
hardliiiers Wednesday as Palestinian police ronnded op 
militants after Sunday's Mast (AFP photo) 


Israeli spy satellite over Syria, Iraq and Iran 
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Arafat slams Hama» for ^ 
‘bomb factory’ aiHiil' crackdown 


GA21A CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat went on the attack 
against Hamas hardliners 
Wednesday as Palestinian 
police roundup 10 miiitants 
and a journalist after a deadly 
bomb blast in the heart of the 
city. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, said 
police detained 10 militants 
at home in a pre-dawn raid 
on the Shatti refugee camp 
and Sheikh Radwan district 
where Sunday's biast which 
killed at least five people 
occurred. 

“To store explosives in one 
of Gaza's most peopled dis- 
tricts is a serious affair, very 
serious," Mr. Arafet said at a 
public meeting. 

‘‘Stores (of explosives) in 
ope of the most densely 
populated areas in Gaza?" 
Mr. Arafat said. 

“Now I have the right to. 
ask, *how many stores are 
there?' It's my responsibility 
to every child, to every fami- 
ly, to every man, to every 
woman, to save them from 
these stores." 

Among those detained 
Wednesday by Mr. Arafat's 
security forces was pro- 
Hamas' journalist Taher 
Nunu, who wrote in a news- 
paper article Tuesday that 
the chemicals found at the 
Hamas hideout could not 
have caused the powerful 
blast. 

Also arrested were Jadal- 


lah Jadallah. a Hamas leader 
in Sheikh Radwan. and his 
18-year-oId son, Bilal. One of 
Mr. Jadallah 's sons had been 
involved in the October kid- 
napping and killing of an 
Israeli soidier. 

Tlie Palestinian Nationai 
Authority (PNA) insists that 
the place of the explosion was 
a Hamas bomb factory, in a 
three-storey- apartment, and 
that the blast occurred as 
militants were handling ex- 
plorives. 

But Hamas has charged 
that it was an Israeli attack, 
in collaboration with the self- 
rule authority. 

Mr. Arafat also said that 
Israeli army explosives were 
found at the scene of the 
blast. 

But Mr. Arafat, head of 
the PNA, stopped short of 
directly accusing Israel of in- 
volvement in the expiosion. 

In an apparent reference to 
HaffiasT he -said people 
should be working to im-^ 
prove the lives of the children 
of Gaza rather than building 
bombs in residena'al areas. 

Mr. Arafat added: “Some 
of these explosive materials 
had “Tsahal" (the Hebrew 
acronym for Israei Defence 
Forces) written on them." 

He also said some of the 
explosives had reached Gaza 
through the southern Israeli 
port M A^dod. 

Palestinian officials have 
suggested in the past that 
elements in Israei had en- 


tered into a secret alliance 
with Hamas in a common 
effort to wreck the Israei- 
Palestine Liberation Or^- 
nisation (PLO) peace deal. 

Asked on 'Wednesday ab- 
out the allegations of a clan- 
destine relationship, Mr. 
Arafat said ambiguously: 
“Who does it (the e.xplosive 
material) belong to? To the 
fisherman? To the birds?" 

Israei has said it had no- 
thing to do with the Gaza 
explosion which killed Kama! 
Kheil. a wanted Hamu guer- 
rilia. 

Meanwhile, fresh ques- 
tions arose about the cause of 
the blast as vrell as the num- 
ber of killed and their identi- 
ties. 

Palestinian police said the 
explosion was a “work acci- 
dent" during the asembly of 
a bomb, while Hamas 
claimed Israel and Mr. Ara- 
fat's security forces conspired 
to set off the explosion. 

' The -Israeli- daily. Davar. 
quoting unidentified Pal^- 
nian journalists, su^ested 
Wednesday that Israel's Shin 
Bet security service may have 
learned about the location of 
the bomb factory from an 
activist of Hamas’ military 
wing Izzedine AI Qassam. 

The activist, Wissam 
Farhat, had driven a truck 
laden with explosives into 
Israel last month, but was 
caught before he could de- 

(CenCkraed on pv 3) 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Syria, Iran and Iraq are in the 
path of an Israeli spy satellite 
launched on Wednesday 
which will drde the Earth 
every 90 minutes, an fsTaeli 
official said. 

“The satellite will (travel) 
from east to west along a 
latitude of 37 degrees," said a 
spokesman for state-owned 
Israel Aircraft Industries 
which built the Ofek 3 satel- 
fire. 

The path will take the 
sateiihe almost directly above 
Damascus, whose latitude is 
36 degrees. It will also pass 
about ISO kilometres north of 
Tehran and 400 kilometres. 

•jiOFtb-of^Bagbdadi--!, »• - - 

Isnrel 'is engaged* in -siow- 
moving peace tatowith Syria 
and has said it must have 


early-warning arrangements 
in place before maung any 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

" Iraq fired 39 Snid missiles 
at Israel during the 1991 Gulf 
war. Israel has said Iran is 
dedicated to hs destxuction. 

“The fact that they are 
developing a spy satellite is 
not unknown," said Marcia 
Smith, a specialist in aeros- 
jact policy for the Congres- 
sional R^earch Service in 
Washington. “It was dear 
from the very first satellite 
launch that is what they had 
in mind.'* 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arpns said in March 
19M, a we^^after tile end of 
the CKilf war.'that Israel may 
eventually launch its own spy 
satellite. At the time. Israel 


was upset over Washington's 
refusal to share all satellite 
pictures on Iraq. 

Israeli newspaper reports 
said Israei draded not to 
share space research, particu- 
larly the Ofek programme, 
because it feared leaks in the 
United States. 

The first s^ satellite was 
put into orbit with Israel's 
own launcher from Plamahim 
base south of Tel Aviv. 

“T have the pleasure to 
announce that we have suc- 
cessfully launched Ofek-3 
and that it has already made a 
first tour" of the Earth, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said at a military cere- 
mony broadcast on radio. 

The satellite was the third 
launched by Israel, following 
two experimental satellites 


put into orbit in 1988 and 
1990. 

Its offidal mission is to 
carry out sdentific, commer- 
cial and technological work, 
but according to the Israeli 
press it is a spy satellite. 

Israel's space agency direc- 
tor, -Ayi Har Even, acknow- 
ledged it could be bused for 
military purposes. “This 
satellite is in fact a platfonn 
on which you can put any- 
thing you want," he said. 

The satellite stands on a 
platfonn made up of three 
parts and holding telecom- 
munications instruments, it 
said. It will be in orbit at 
between 400 and 700 
kilometres from the Eanh. 

Experts involved in the 

(Cenlhifil on page 7) 


20 iqjiired in brawl at 
University of Jordan 


By Rana Hiisseini 
Special to, the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fighting among 
students at the University eff 
Jordan on Wednesday left 
more than 20 students in- 
jured, three of them serious- 
ly, eyewitnesses said. 

One witness told the. Jor- 
dan Times that the clash, 
which started at 9:^ a.m. at 
the university’s main square, 
involved a group of students 
of Dreassian origin and a 
group of students from Salt 
town. 

The eyewitness said the 
violence appeared to have 
been sparked by an inddent 
two days ago when a student 
from S^t allege^ harassed a 
Circassian girl. .Ine giri told 
her Circassian friendB about 
the incident and the Dreas- 
-sian students beat up the 
student from S^t,” according 
to the eyewitness. 

"After this incident the 
student who was beaten up 
called his friends and they 
went ro the square where 
usually the Circassian stu- 
dents gather and started 
fighting with them," he said. 

Another student said the 
brawl, in which knives and 
clubs were freely used, 
started when “a student from 
Sait went and sat in an area 


where Circassians student al- 
ways sat and thus challenged 
the Greassion students." 

“TWo days ago an argu- 
ment started tetween the 
Greassian student and the 
students from Salt because he 
sat in their territory and they 
asked him to leave. Instead 
they all started ' cursing and 
threatening each other," the 
student said. 

The student added that the 
student from Salt called his 
friends on Wednesday and 
went to the square and 
started fighting with the Cir- 
cassian students. 

According to another 
eyewitness who was watching 
the fi^t from a distance, 
more than 100 students were 
involved in the fight that 
started with fist fighting and 
throwing rocks. 

“UniversiQ' security tried 
to intervene to end the fig^t 
but they failed because the 
numbers of students engaged 
in the fight were times 
more than the security," the 
eyewitness told, the Jordan 
limes. 

Moreover, another eyewit- 
neu said, that after a short 
brake, a group of Greassian 
students asked the Greassian 
female students to leave the 

(ConItaMd oo pa(e 7) 


Jordan debt relief figures 
in Republicans’ threat 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Senate Republican leaders 
threatened on Tuesday to 
hold up emergency funding 
for the Pentagon and debt 
relief for Jordan if the White 
House did not support bil- 
lions of dollars in domestic 
spending cuts. 

As Republicans and 
Democrats face off in an in- 
creasingly sharp dispute over 
spending, two bills are now 
before the Senate. One cuts 
S13 billion from domestic 
welfare programmes like 
housing assistance for the 
poor and pays S6.7 billion in 
disaster relief for California. 

The second provides S2.5 
billion necessai^ to pay for 
military operations in Haiti 
and elxwbere. 

“We're going to pass either 
both or neither," Republican 
whip Trent Lott of Mississip- 
pi told reporters after the • 
weekly Republican luncheon. 

The White House consid- 
ers the spending cuts too 
severe and has threatened to 
veto the house version, which 
cuts S17.2 billion from spend- 
ing already approved this 
year. 

Majority leader Robert 
Dole called on President Bill 
Ginton to support for the 
^nding cuts or risk, loring 
oefence funds. The problem 


is the Senate recesses for 
three-weeks Friday and must 
resolve nearly 100 democratic 
amendments, a task Mr. 
Dole said was impractical to 
even attempt. 

“If there is no interest in 
passing the supplemental 
(appropriations) bill — there 
doesn’t appear tp be hardly 
any in the White House — 
then it would be my intention 
to take the bill down. And we 
are not going pass the other 
either,” Mr. f^Ie said in a 
speech on the senate floor. 

Hoping to bring Mr. Clin- 
ton on board, Mr. Dole 
attached S275 million in debt 
relief the White House bad 
promised Jordan to the 
spending cuts. 

House and Senate leaders 
meeting with King Hussein 
last week praised Jordan's 
efforts at peace, with Israel. 

Removal of the spending 
bill from the floor would also 
set aside a controversial 
amendment offered by Sena- 
tor Alfonse D’Araatp; a Re- 
publican from New York, 
which would limit U.S. loan 

g arantees for Mexico to the 
billion already provided. 
The White House would 
have to win congressional 
approval for the remaining 
SIS billion. 


Muasher heads for Tel Aviv today with clear goals 


By Ghadeer Taber 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s first 
ambassador to Israel, Mar- 
wan Muasher, crosses the 
Sheikh Hussein Bridge today 
to take up his post in Tel 
Aviv. There, the 38-year-old 
spokesman-turned diplomat 
feces the challenge of build- 
ing a pearo burdened by a 
half-century legacy of hostil- 
ity, faltering ' Palestinian- 
Israeli peace talks and erod- 
ing popular support for 
accommodation with the 
Jewish state. 

Dr. Muasher says he has 
no illusions about the chal- 
lenges awaiting. "Jordan is 
fully committed to the peace 
treaty and to the implementa- 
tion of all its articles but there 
no doubt that building 
peace with Israel will be 
affected by what happens in 
the Palestinian track," he 


said- 

in an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Dr. Muasher 
explained that “if peace is to 
be (Monanent and comprc'! 
hensive, the citizen of Jordan 
must feel that the Palestinian 
track is going in the ri^t 
direction, and that tne 
Palestinian component of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict is being 
tackled in an acceptable man- 
ner." 

“Short of that, it is difficult 
to perceive a peace that de- 
velops from being on the 
offidal level to being on the 
popular level. Peace at the 
people’s level will take a 
much longer time than that at 
the government level. That is 
normal.” 

The signing of the 
Jordanian-lsraeli peace trea- 
ty last October “does not 
mean tiiat Jordan has aban- 
doned the prineijrie of a com-' 
prehensive settlement," Dr. 



Marwan Muasher 
Muasher insist. He says '^1 
concerned Arab pa^es took 
a strategic decirion in Madrid 
to negotiate peace with 
Israel, regardless whether 
progress was simultaneous in 
all tracks.” “However, he 
says circumstances may 


emerge once in a while that 
would require us to slow 
down our moves for building 
peace vritb Israel, without 
that meaning the abandon- 
ment of our commitment to 
implement the treaty.” 

' Some senior ministers be- 
lieve that Jordan should link 
the pace of normalisation 
with Israel to progre^ on the 
other tracks, espedally the 
Paiestinian-Ifl-aeii track and 
to the fulfillment of finandal 
commitments to Jordim. 

Dr. Muaster, a computer 
engineer, says that the sign- 
ing of the treaty “does not 
mean there are no problems 
.between us and Israel,” 
pointing to the problem of 
refugees and displaced per- 
sons and the dispute over 
Jerusalem. 

The fonner director of the 
Jordan Information Bureau 
m Washington D.C. points 
out that there were ongoing 


negotiations to conclude 24 
agreements with Israel. 

On Tuesday, Jordan and 
Israel signed the first econo- 
mic agreement since the rati- 
fication of the peace treaty. 
Tourism ministers Abdul Uah 
Khatib and Uzi Baram signed 
an agreement whidi lifted a 
ceiling on the number of 
Israefi tourists allowed to 
visit Jordan and established a 
framework for cooperation in 
the field of tourism, including 
cooperation between the 
Royal Jordanian and El AI 
airlines. 

But so fer most Jordanians 
do not appeu eager to get to 
know I^aelis or ' deal with 
them, let alone visit them. 
More than 17,000 I^etis 
have visited Jordan while 
fewer than 2,000 Jordanians 
have been to Israel. The 
country’s 12 professional un- 
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Clinton thinks U.S. can 
solve Iran dispute with Russia 


2 Yemeni opposition 
papers stop publishing 
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WASHINGTON (Agency) 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said on Tuesday that he be- 
lieves the U.S. can resolve a 
dispute with Russia over a 
nulcear reactor sale to Iran, 
yet the administration sent 
mixed signals over whether it 
mi^t compromise. 

‘'We're going to have dif- 
ferences from time to time 
but I wouldn't assume we 
can't work this one out,” Mr. 
Clinton said, speaking of re- 
lations with Russia, at a joint 
news conference with British 
Prime Minister John Major. 

Russian officials said on 
Monday they planned to go 
ahead with the $1 billion sale 
of light-water reactors to Iran 
despite strong American 
objections. Washington wor- 
ries Iran will be able to use 
the technology and spent fuel 
to develop nuclear arms. 

Russia's attitude is a sting- 
ing setback for the U.S. pres- 
ident, who recently decided 
to go to a May summit in 
Moscow despite protests on 
Capitol mil and in his own 
administration over Russia’s 
suppression of an independ- 
ence revolt in Chechenya. 

But the White House says 
it does not consider Mos- 
cow’s “no" to be a final 
answer. Asked how he could 
keep the sale from going for- 
ward, Mr. Cinton told repOT- 
ters without giving details 
that negotiations on the mat- 
ter were continuing. 

"We’re having serious dis- 
cussions, we're working it 
through,” he said. 

Some U.S. officials 
appeared to be trying to undo 
the impression given on Mon- 
day in Moscow by Defence 
Semtaiy William Perry, who 
was quoted as sa^ng there 
were some conditions that 
would lower the risk if the 
Russian nuclear reactor sale 
to Iran went through. 

But officials did not seem 
to rule out the idea of com- 
promise. Asked if Mr. Per- 
ry’s scenario was a viable 
one. White House spokes- 
man Mike McCunry said: 
“Not at the moment.” 

“The secretary is very can- 
did, and was talking about 
different scenarios that might 
develop as we address this 
qu^tTon.'* Mr. MoCuriy told 
lepqitera. 

‘‘But -’as 1 indicated to you 


y^terday, there is a lot of 
dialogue left with the Russian 
Federation on this issue, 
more to follow,” Mr. McCur- 
ry said. 

John Holum, director of 
the U.S. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, was 
asked by reporters under 
what conditions Washington 
would be comfortable with 
the Russian sale of reactors 
to Iran. 

“It would be very hard to 
imagine conditions that 
would make us comfortable.” 
he said. “We have been and 
will continue to press the 
Russians not to proceed with 
tiiat sale." 

Mr. Holum said, however, 
that there would likely be 
more than one chance for the 
s^e to be baited. 

"Keep in mind this is 
something that would be im- 
plemented over a period of 
several years at least. So 
there are a number of oppor- 
tunities coming to shut it 
off." 

“Obviously it is preferable 
to us and it would be in 
Russia's best interest to stop 
this project early, before sulv 
stantial commitments are 
made to it,'* he said. 

Mr. Clinton said on Tue^ 
day he planned to go ahead 
with the May 9 summit “to 
pay our respect to the hero- 
ism of the Russian people” in 
World War II. 

He noted that Russia had 
continued to honour its con- 
stitution and “obligations to 
democracy” and said the 
country had done better eco- 
nomically than he had 
thought it would a couple of 
years ago. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher separately reiter- 
ated a U.S. threat to block 
Russian entry into institu- 
tions such as the Group of 
Seven if Tehran received the 
Russian-made nuclear facil- 
ity. 

- “Russia knows that no in- 
dustrialised democracy deals 
with Iran on nuclear issues 
simply because it's too 
dangerous to do so.” Mr. 
Christopher said in an 
address to the Anti- 
Defamation League, a Jewish 
organisation. 

“The way Russia conducts 
itself on this and other mat- 
ters will certainly affect the 



Bill Clinton 

evolution of its participation 
in western institutions,*’ he 
said. 

Mr. Christopher tirst made 
the threat last month in con- 
nection with the Russian 
offensive in Chechenya. cit- 
ing in particular Moscow's 
desire to join the G-7 leading 
industrialised democracies. 

At the United Nations, the 
Iranian mission accused 
Washin^n of a campaign 
against Tehran that “has In- 
come a self-defeating exer- 
cise in futility.** 

In a statement, Iran said it 
had complied with the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty, but still drew fire from 
Washington. 

“The United States admi- 
nistration puts itself above 
the law when its officials play 
the self-appointed role of the 
final arbiter of sufficiency or 
insufficiency of rules of inter- 
national law," the statement 
said. 

Mr. Clinton, who briefly 
discussed Moscow's Iranian 
deal with Mr. Major accord- 
ing to U.S. officials, brushed 
aside criticism that he was- 
opposing the sale of the same 
technology to Iran that the 
United States wanted to give 
North Korea. 

“Hie difference is when I 
became president I found a 
full-blown nuclear program- 
me in North Korea which I 
am trying to take down and I 
don't want to leave some 
future president... with a 
programme in Iran that they 
have to try to take down." he 
said. 

The heightened U.S. press- 
ure on Moscow came as the 
administration was pushing 
to tighten sanctions through 
various ' trado 'bans on Iran 
which the United States has 


accused of sponsoring “ter- 
rorism" worldwide. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
United States would ask its 
allies in Europe and Japan to 
help tighten the noose 
around Iran, stating that the 
regime there was “in a categ- 
ory all of its own" because of 
its extremism. 

The reactor dispute was 
expected to be raised again 
during a three-day visit by 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott to Moscow 
beginning Thursday. 

Mr. Christopher was to dis- 
cuss the matter further with 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev in New York 
later this month ahead of the 
summit meeting between Mr. 
Ginton and Ftesident Yelt- 
sin. 

The State Department on 
Monday raised the possiblity 
that Russia could take part in 
supplying four light water 
reactors to North Korea, but 
denied this suggestion was 
meant as compensation for 
Russia losing the Iran deal. 

Russia would serve 'as a 
sub-contractor under such a 
scenario. South Korea would 
supply the reactors, which 
would be financed mainly by 
Seoul and Tokyo. *1110 com- 
mitment to supply the reac- 
tors is a key element of the 
October 1994 U.S.-North 
Korea agreement to limit 
Pyongyang's nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

The reactors that Moscow 
plans to sell Iran are of the 
same type that Pyongyang 
would receive. 

Another solution would be 
for the plutonium consumed 
by the Bushehr reactor to be 
reprocessed outside Iran to. 

E revent'it from- being used to 
uild a -nuclear weapon; 


SANAA (Agencies) — Two 
opposition weeklies have 
stopped publishing in Yemen 
because of financial problems 
and a shortage of paper, their 
editors said Tue^ay. 

The editor-in-chief of A1 
Wehdawi. the mouthpiece of 
the Nasserite Unionist Orga- 
nisation, told AFP his news- 
paper stopped printing two 
weeks ago. 

“This step was decided be- 
cause of our financial difficul- 
ties, the disappearance of 
paper on the local market 
and increased printing costs." 
said Ahmad Tarbush. 

He denied speculation that 
political pressure was behind 
the newspaper's decision to 
suspend printing. 

The weekly Al Tajammu 
of the Yemeni Unionist Rally 
Party has not appeared for a 
week also for financial 
reasons. 

Meanwhile an independent 
weekly Al Ayyam. which 
stopped publishing two 
months ago in the southern 
city of Aden, was to reappear 
in the capital Sanaa on 
Wednesday, the paper said. 

Its publisher cited "tech- 
nical reasons" for its suspen- 
sion. which came after it pub- 
lished a series of reports on 
alleged human rights viola- 
tions in South Yemen after 
the end of the country's May- 
July 1994 civil war. 

In December the director 
of the independent weekly 
Yemen Times said the In- 
formation Ministry had im- 
posed prior censorship on 
newspapers in Yemen. 

Yemen now has three gov- 
ernment dailies and nine 
weeklies, as well as 12 
opposition weeklies and two 
independent weeklies. 

Before the civil war the 


country had around lUO 
newspapers and magazines. 

Crackdown reported 

Government security 
forces have mounted a crack- 
down on opposition parties 
and currency dealers follow- 
ing an outbreak of anti- 
govemment riots, opposition 
parties said. 

A joint statement Monday 
from the Yemen Socialist 
Party and several Other 
opposition factions said three 
of their leaders were among 
those seized following last 
week's unrest here and in 
other cities. 

The statement gave no fi- 
gures for the arrests. But 
sources who spoke in ex- 
change for anonymity esti- 
mated around 30 people were 
detained mainly in the cities 
of Aden. Taiz and Dhamar. 

*rhe statement called the 
crackdown "an unconstitu- 
tional... repression of free- 
doms of civilians*' and 
claimed detainees were tor- 
tured. 

It said police prevented 
distribution of leaflets by the 
opposition and detained cur- 
rency dealers who had them 
posted outside their shops. 

The Yemeni riyal has 
plunged to a black market of 
120 to the dollar. 10 times the 
official rate. 

Last week's riots broke out 
after prices doubled over- 
night as part of an economic 
reform programme in one of 
the most impoverished coun- 
tries in the Arab Wgrld. 

The country is saddled with 
billions of dollars in repair 
costs from last summer's two- 
month civil war. Crumbling 
state industries are also in 
dire need of renewal. 


Balladur says Jerusalem 
belongs ^bit more’ to Jews 


Islamic fervor rises as Iraqis suffer 


By Eileen Alt Powell 

The Associated Press 
BAGHDAD — The 
thousands of Muslims who 
gathered under the golden 
dome of the Al Kathem Mos- 
que in centra] Baghdad one 
recent Friday heard what has 
become a familiar appeal. 

“We pray to God to lift the 
sanctions and to keep Sad- 
dam Hussein safe and to give 
us victory .over those who 
would oppress us," the 
prayer leader intoned. 

Such messages delivered in 
mosques across the country 
are reaching a widening audi- 
ence. 

“More and more people 
are coming to pray," said 
Amal Zamal, a l9-year-old 
woman drapped to toe in 
black scarf and gown. “Peo- 
ple are turning to God for 
help." 

Amid deepening economic 
privation because of U.N. 
sanctions imposed after 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, many Iraqis are turn- 
ing to Islam for succor — 
often with encouragement 
from the government. 

But the regime, ostensibly’ 
secular since the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party seized power 
in 1968, could be playing with 


fire. 

Secular Iraq may be plant- 
ing the seeds now for Islamic 
extremism later. 

“Saddam realises that 
Islam is not only an asset in 
Iraq but a potential force.” 
said Laith Kubba, an Iraq 
opposition leader living in 
exile in London. “He wants 
to use that force rather than 
leave it open for others to use 
against him." 

But he added: “This could 
bring on complicated prob- 
lems in the future." 

So fer there are no signs of 
an Islamic movement with 
enough muscle. And Iraq has 
taken steps to try to prevent 
any from forming. 

After crushing most of 
opponents from the Shiite 
Muslim majority in the 19S0s. 
the regime has turned in the 
past two years toward purg- 
ing clergymen of the minority 
Sunni sect who became too 
powerful. 

One knowledgeable Iraqi, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said those in 
charge of the mosques these 
days are completely in line 
with the government. 

President Saddam himself 
has taken the lead in foster- 
ing religious fervor. 

He made a public appeal to 


the Islamic Worid last year 
for donations of Korans to 
step up religious education in 
public schools. 

State-run television now 
carries many religious prog- 
rammes, and President Sad- 
dam is frequently shown in 
prayer. 

'ne government also has 
announced plans for con- 
struction of what has been 
billed as "the world's largest 
mosque" at an abandoned 
airfield in the capital. 

The trend most worrisome 
to secularists here is the gov- 
ernment's decision to impose 
Islamic-style punishments for 
a wide range of offenses. 

The regime last summer 
decreed that people con- 
victed of theft would have 
their right hands cut off. A 
second conviction would re- 
sult in the amputation of the 
left foot. 

In September, state-run 
television broadcast footage 
of a convicted crininal shown 
writhing in a hospital bed. the 
stump of his right arm 
swathed in bloody bandages 
and his severed hand on a 
blue surgical sheet nearby. 

Army deseners have an 
ear cut off and are branded 
with an “X” on the forehead. 


The government also has 
banned the public consump- 
tion of alcohol, a move long 
demanded by conservative 
Muslims. 

One government official, 
who insisted on anonymity, 
said the action was not for 
religious reasons, but be- 
cause the state believes 
money should be spent on 
food and necessities, not 
alcohol. 

The regime remains w^ 
of the more conservative 
Shiites, who make up about 
M per cent of Iraq’s IS mil- 
lion population. 

Iraqi security forces put 
down a Shiite rebellion in' 
the south right after Iraq’s 
defeat in the 1991 Gulf war. 
Many Shiites remain bitter at 
the brutality that killed as 
many as 10.(XX) people. 

In recent years, the gov- 
ernment has spent lavishly to 
try to pacify the Shiite 
population, reconstructing 
public buildings that were 
wrecked in the fighting and 
repairing shrines. 

But the regime also main- 
tains large numbers of troops 
in the -south, and' it guards 
road intersections to check 
the identity papers of all 
travellers. 


PARIS |R| — French Prime 
Minister and presidential 
candidate Edouard Balladur. 
in a clear bid for Jewish 
votes, has been quoted as 
saying Jerusalem belonged "a 
bit more" to Jews than it did 
to other religions. 

The status of Jerusalem, a 
city holy to Jews. Muslims 
and Christians, is bitterly.^- 

f luted by Israelis and' 
sraelis and Palestiniaris-.fira 
to negotiate its status at fi'nal 
peace talks to begin no later 
than May 1996. 

'‘Jerusalem must be open 
to all religi^ but my person-, 
al feeling is that it does be- 
long to Jews a bit more than 
it does to others." he told the 
Jewish weekly Actualite 
Juive to be putihshed on 
Thursday. 

The weekly sent a copy of 
the interview to Reuters. 

"Jenisaiem is the soul of 
Israel and Judaism is the only 
religion where God has 
wanted faith in him to be 
incarnated in a land. Nothing 
similar exists in any other 
religion." he said. 

Mr. Balladur. in a state- 
ment widely at variance with 
traditional French policy, 
also said there would be no 
problem moving France's 
embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem "once the problem 
(of Jerusalem) was settled 
between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians." 

Among France's estimated 
700.000 Jews. Actualite Juive 
is widely read by a religiously 
orthodox minority who re- 
gard the fate of Jerusalem as 
a burning issue. 

"We have a debt to the 
Jewish people because we 
allowed them to be martyred 
(in world war II)"' Mr. Balla- 
dur said. 

“It is normal we should 
have good relations with the 
Arabs but for moral and his- 



Edouard Balladur 

torical reasons, we cannot 
allow ourselves to practise 
‘reaipolitik' towards Israel. 

"'The truth is. it was Christ- 
ian people who were guilty of 
genocide. Not Muslims or 
Buddhists but Christians." he 
said. Mr. Balladur. a practis- 
ing Catholic, said Christian 
guilt in the holocaust was "an 
extremely serious serious 
moral problem, a sort of 
scandal I cannot accustom 
myself to." 

He pledged, if elected, to 
press on with European Un- 
ion aid to Aral>Israeli peace 
but said "nothing can be 
done until problems are final- 
ly settled between Israelis 
and Palestinians." Mr. Baha- 
dur denied press reports that 
he had sought a secret elec- 
tion pact with extreme- 
rightist candidate Jean-Marie 
Le Pen who has spared the 
premier the violent diatribes 
he directs against Paris 
Mayor Jacques Chirac. 

Many Jews expressed un- 
ease last month after the re- 
ports of contacts between 
aides to Mr. Balladur and to 
Mr. Le Pen. Mr. Balladur 
trails both Mr. Chirac and 
socialist Lionel Jospin in 
opinion polls. 


HEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian produce to appear soon in S. Arabia 

RIYADH (AFP) — Palestinian products are to be 
sold soon in Saudi Arabia, an official said here Tuesday; 
“The kingdom of Saudi Arabia has agreed to import 
Palestinian agricultural proudcts and exports wll begin soon 
via Egypt and Jordan,” said Atta Abu Kireh of ^ 
Palestinian Authority’s agriculture department. He he 

met with Saudi Trade Minister Sulaiman Al ^ira who told 

him Riyadh “would give priority to Palestiman products.. 
A Palestinian delegation would travel to Riyadh soon to-, 
discuss the prospects of cooperation betwwn Ae auton-j 
omous territories and Saudi Arabia, he added. ^ 

Libya says sanctions have cost it $3.6b 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya has lost around $3.6 billion 
because of international sanctions imposed in April 1992, 
according to offidal figures published Tue^ay. IJbya’s 
transport sector has lost S800 million while its industries are 
running at only 60 per cent of their capacity and have lost 
$2.5 billion, according to the figures.- Another S3(X) million 
have been lost in the agricultural sector, Tripoli said. The 
United Nations imposed an air and arms eml^^ on 
Tripoli in 1992 after it refused to hand over for trial in the 
United States or Britain two Libyan suspects in tlw 
bombing of a Pan Am jet over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 
December 1988 which left 270 people dead. The sanctions 
were listened in 1993 to include a freeze on some of 
Libya’s nnanciai assets abroad and a ban on sales of some 
oil industry equipment. 

Saudi envoy meets Hizbollah chief 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Saudi Arabia's ambassador to Lebanon 
has met for the first time witii the head of the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah, Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, the fun- 
damentalist group said Tuesday. Diplomat Ahmad 
Koheymi and Sheikh Nasrallah discussed ways to confront 
Israeli attadcs in ^uth Lebanon at their meeting Monday, 
Hizbollah said in a statement. It is the first time the group 
has report^ a meeting in Lebanon between a senior Saudi 
dii^bmat and the Hizbollah secretary general. The Saudi 
embassy was ransacked in 1985 by fundamentalists protest- 
ing the limited quotas of pilgrims granted by Saudi Arabia 


Saudi mission in Beirut reopened two years ago and Mr. 
Koheymi took op his post 14 months ago. 

British envoy to Sudan presents credentials 

KHARTOUM (R) — Britain’s new ambassador to Sudan 
handed his cre^ntials to the country’s' head of state 
Lieutenant General Omar Hassan Al Bashir on Tuesday. 
State radio quoted Gen. Bashir as saying he hoped 
Ambassador Alan Goulty's appointment would help end 
Sudan’s 12-year-old civil war but that there must be mutnal , 
respect between London and Khartoum. Mr. Goulty's 
predecessor Peter Streams was expelled in late 1993 in a 
controversy over the visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
George Carey. Relations between Sudan and its former 
colonial ruler have been strained in recent times. Britain 
has criticised Sudan's human rights record and accused 
Africa’s laigest country of not doing enough to end the civil 
war in the south that has killed, displaced or maimed 
millions. Hie government denies the charges. 

TW 

American convicted for Iraq sales 

MIAMI (AFP) — A U.S. salesman was convicted Tuesday 
of coR^iring to illegal export zirconium, a blast-enhandng 
ingredient, for duster bombs bound for Iraq during its war 
with Iran in the 1980s. Edward Johnson, who formerly 
worked for Teledyne Industries, feces up to 20 years in 
prison and a Si million fine for the plan to sell the bomb 
ingredient through Chilean arms dealer Carlos Cardoen; A 
co-defendant, Ronald Griffin, admitted to taking at least 
$10,000 in kickbacks from Mr. Cardoen for inside informa- 
tion on Teledyne’s zirconium processing and sales. He was 
Acquitted. Teledyne paid a $4 million fine in January 'as 
part of a plea bugain over arconium shipments, which 
went into $150 million worth of duster bombs Mr. Cardoen 
sold to Iraq during its war with Iran in the 1980s. Mr. 
Johnson and Mr. Griffin said they were duped by Teledyne 
and Mr. Cardoen. Mr. Cardoen and his Miami export 
company. Swissco, also were indicted. Prosecutors did not 
seek Mr. Cardoen’s extradition butSwissco wasoonvicted of 
two conspiracy and export diarges. The company could be 
fined $5OO,O0O at sentencing set for July 10. 

Kuwait to boost security along border 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait plans to strengthen its securi^ 
agaust incursions on its border wiffi Ir^, Interior l^nister 
Sheikh Ati Al Sabah was quoted as saying on Tti^day. The 
offidal Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) said Sheikh Ali was 
speaking to reporters after a dosed meeting of parliament 
to discuss infiltrations along the border. It quoted him as 
saying the new measures would include “manpower, 
equipment and the trench laid along the length of the 
northern border with Iraq in addition to discussing the 
possibility of erecting more otetades to deter infiltrators.” 
%eikh Mi did not give more details on the measures. 
Kuwait last month issued a warning to residents to keep 
away from the Iraq border two Kuwait-based Americans 
strayed across the border on March 13 and were later jailed 
to eight ye^ each by a court on Bagdad. Diplomats had 
^d the inddent might prompt Kuwait to speed up plans to 
install mines and electronic sensing devices on fortifications 
erected last yer to prevent infiltrations. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

05:40 AduniRJI 

07:20 SummiRJl 

09:15 AqabaOUt 

09:15 Rivudh(KJl 

09:40 New Delhi IRJ) 

09:55 Beirut (RJl 

10:25 Colomhii ( RJ i 

17:00 New York. Amslerdam(RJ) 

IBdIO Cairo. AqabiilRJ) 

I8J0 London. Berlin | RJ) 

19:00 Casiblanca.TunisjiLli 

|9M .... Abu Dhabi. Al'AIn (RJ) 

28dl9 Rome(RJ) 

20:10 Athens. Larnuci ( RJ ) 

20:15 Banjikiik. Cuieuiia (RJl 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

l2dM Doha(07t 

12:40 Sharjah (AHl 

12:40 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF> 

13:00 Riyadh (bVl 

I5.-00 RomelAZi 

I6-.45 Dubai (EKI 

I7s45 Paris. Dam.-iscus ( AF) 

20dlS CiiirolMSj 

20:20 BeiruKMEl 

22:20 iscinbul (TK) 

00:10 Amsterdam IKLl 

DEPARTURES 
RoyalJordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

95^ Beirut I RJ I 

07.*00 Aquha(RJ) 

I0^40. .. Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain |RJ) 

10:45 ... Anuierdam.Chica^ilRJ) 

11:00 Rhitio(RJj 

11:00 Monire:il.Ti*mntoiRJ| 

11:45 Larnuca. Athens (RJ) 

11:55 ParisiRJj 

12KI0 Limdon (RJl 

•2:45 C<iin>(RJ) 

•9:45 Bahrain. Doha(RJ) 

2l:4S Duh:ii, Maseru (RJl 

21:45 Jedd.ih (RJ) 

22:10 KuuliiLumpur.Juknna(RJ) 
23K» Jeddah (uddHRJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•^•S Beirut (ME) 

>3:30 Damascus. Doha (07i 

AlaierstAHi 

•3J0 Abu Dhabi (GF1 


14:30 Riyadh (SVI 

17:45 Dubai I EK) 

21:00 CairolMSI 

01:35 AmslcrdamiKU 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Anunaa ... X-ikia m. every Mumliiy 
Arr. Damascus 5‘.ii>p.m. exeri Iduniby 
Dep-OamasciB 7;.Via.in. every SuiKby 
Arr..5mBB .... .‘'.(X)p.in. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

L/pperhiHcrprift- in /ih fvr kg. 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukummarl . 

Cabbage 

CdlTOt 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (smalll 

Eggplant 

Garlic 

Green beans 

Lemon 

Maimw (largei 

Murrow (small) 

Onion (green I 

Onion (dry) 

Orunge 

Peas 

Pepper I hod 

Pepperlswcei) 

Piitaio 

Spinach 

Siring Beans 

Tumaio 


.. 7INV.5IX) 

(Ml 

6211 

.. i;(l/6ll 
... 1MIMINI 
.. 241V 131 
.. 1211 /Ml 
. 231/ (6(l 
.. 23V 16(1 
. 13KVXUI 
..24(1/ I.5II 
. 4711 /.15» 
.. IIIII/6II 
. 3NI/ I3l 
.. 2WV ixn 
.. 24(V 15U 
.... .5(KV4()U 
.. 5MI/4III1 
. 4WI/24» 

. .VKI/3III 
.. .Kill' 3NI. 
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Royal Highness Princess Basma 
addresses boy scouts and girl 


guides at an afforestation ceremony in 
Balqa Governorate (Petra photo) 
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I^incess Basma congratulates youth 
W helping in greening of Jordan 

^MMAN (Petr^ — Under of the different governmental achievements in A1 Karameh 
tbe patrona^ of Her Royal and public authorities, pa- Battle. 
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I^ghness mncess Basma a 
ceremony was held in 
celebration of completing the 
dforrestation stage of the 
£ha area in Balqa Govemo- 
nte by boy scouts and ^rl 
guides. 

i In a speech delivered on 
Ae occasion. Princess Basina 
hiessed on youth's role in the 
development of the society. 

< She expressed pleasuie and 
(atisfoction at the scouts and 
raides efforts to aforrest 
^Hhis very dear land.” 

Princess Basma also refer- 
red to Jordan's urbanisation 
project which is carried out 
fay the scouts and guides 
movement in. many parts of 
the Kingdom. 

The project got the support 


rents as well as the voluntary 
and charity society. 

Princess Basma also hailed 
the scouts' and guides' role in 
the charity campaign for 
helping the needy which, she 
said, IS aimed at achieving 
social solidarity among the 
different soda! layers. 

The campaign is launched 
during the holy month of 
Ramadan every year. 

Zeid Dabbas, technical 
director of the Balqa Educa- 
tional Department, pointed 
to tile strategic and beautiful 
site of Eira area that looks 
upon Jerusalem's minarets 
and Nablus mountains. He 
reminisced about the pre- 
sence of the Jordanian Arab 
Army in this land and its 


Mr. Dabbas said that after 
Jordan regained its ri^ts in 
land and water, Jordanians 
should carry flowers and 
trees in our hands and maJu 


Jordan as His Majesty Ki^ 


Hussein wanted it, a toest 
love and peace. 

Scouts and guides have 
planted more than 20 forests, 
of 15,000 dunums with trees. 

During the ceremony, the 
scouts and guides sang 
national son^s and expressed 
thanks to King Hu^ein and 
Princess Basma for their sup- 
port. 

The ceremony was 
attended by Balqa Governor 
Bid Qatameh and several 
officials from the Ministry of 
Education. 
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Jordan to mark World Health Day today 
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AMMAN (J.T.) Jordan is 
celebrating World ' Health 
Day. organised by the Minis- 
of Health, the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), the United Nations 
Children's Fund’ (UNICEF) 
and the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. under the theme “Polio 
eradfcation...goaI 2000.” 

The celebration will take 
place at the Teachers* Club in 
Amman, a UNICEF state- 
ment ,(>aid. 

The opening programme 
includes speeches by Minister 
of Health Aref Batayneh. 
Acting Executive Director of 
UNICTEF Richard Joliy. and 
Omer Suleiman, WHO rep- 
resentative in Jordan. 

In addition, prizes will be 
awarded to student winners 
of the drawing competition 
organised by the ministries of 
healtii and education, under 
the theme: “Towards a polio- 
free Jordan. ..goal 2000.’' 
Following the prize giving, an 
exhibitioh of all drawings 
submitted to the competition 
will be officially opened for 
the public, the statement 
said. 


Immediately after the 
opening ceremony. Dr. Jolly 
will hold a press conference. 

In 1988, the World Health 
Assembly targetted global 
polio eradication for the year 
2000, a fitting gift from health 
workers in this century to the 
children of the next. UN- 
J,rCEFsaid.. 

Joi^an joined the interna- 
tional drive to attain this 
goal, as it enacted national 
immunisation days, which 
constitute a vital part of 
strateeies recommended by 
the wHO for the global era- 
dication of polio. 

Recently. Jordan carried 
out a preventative national 
immunisation campaign, 
which successfully effected ^ 
per cent immuni^tion cover- 
age — for the first dose, the 
sTatement said. A week-long 
campaign for the second dose 
will start April 22nd, it said. 

Since 1979. the year the 
immunisation programme 
was implemented." Jordan 
scored great progress towards 
the goal of polio eradication, 
and the disease is completely 
controlled, such that only 


four cases were reported in 
the previous year, the UN- 
ICEF statement said. This 
national victory is in accord- 
ance with the recommenda- 
tions of WHO and UNICEF 
toward a polio free Jordan by 
the year 2000. 

Or. Jofly. who holds .a 
PhD.j'n;.economiic$,,,B, cur- 
rently yisitingr Jordan 
haticc mrtnerships between 
UNICEF and Jordanian 
establishments concerned 
with children's issues. 

Dr. Jolly was appointed 
acting executive direaor of 
UNICEF, following 15 years 
as UNICEF deputy executive 
director for programmes. 


He also led UNICEF prog- 
s to Poland, 


ramming missions 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary 
in 1^9 and. in 1991, the joint 
UNICEF/WHO collabora- 
tive missions on health and 
urgent human needs. 

Since joining UNICEF, his 
personal writings included 
publications in social and 
health development, environ- 
mental degradation, and the 
impact of economic adjust- 
ments on humanity. 
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AMMAN(Petra) — Minister 
of Municipal and Rural 
Afbirs and the Environment 
. 7 ri'- ■ . Nader Thuheirat Wednesday 
. . ; '>•; saidthe government has car- 

.... r"-\ ried out scores of housing 
projects in various parts of 
•.-j' '• the Kingdom to be able to 
1 -;'- meet the rise in population. 

. Delivering an address at a 

' •.'‘■V- -■.>'• seminar entitled “the role of 
lemlation in providing suit- 
■;7 ('able housing,” the minister 
--said the Housing and Urban 
s Development Department 
\ (HUDD) has provided lands 
’ soitable for building houses 
and other infrastructure to 
enable people with low in- 
come to ot^in housing. 

The government, Mr. 
Thuheirat said, has prepared 
a [national housing strate^ 
arid is preparing to partici- 
ple in preliminary meetings 
ofithe Arab Housing (Tom- 

. Attending the meeting on 
behalf of Hk Royal Highness 
.Criwn Prince Hassan, the 
Regent. Mr. Thuheirat said 
' Joi^n's winning of the Agha 
Khan Architecture Award 
. was a recognition of the 
Kingdom's efforts in this 
' field! 

He said the housing sector 
. in Jordan was facing grave 
' responsibilities as a result of 
the 'growth in population. 

He said Jordan witnessed a 
population growth rate of 
4.35! annually between the 
195(}s and 1970s as the gener- 
'.al censuses of 1952 and 1979 
have shown, noting that the 
' Kingdom had to absorb three 
I sudden waves of migrations. 
Mr. Thuheirat said figures 
' 'also reveal that Jordan's 
population has doubled six- 



Nader Thuheirat 




fold between 1952 and 1991, 
explaining that in 1952 the 
population was 0.6 million, 
while this year's census 
showed that the Kingdom's 
population currently stands 
at 4.1 million. 

The minister said the con- 
struction sector in Jordan wit- 
nesses periodic booms and 
^ded that in 1992 alone, the 
concerned government de- 
partments granted permits to 
build around 4,000,000 
square metres to the con- 
struction sector. 

Mr. Hiuheiiat stressed the 
need to upgrade coordination 
and arrangements between 
the various concerned institu- 
tions and to evaluate environ- 
ment^ and traffic problems. 

He also underscored the 
imponance of tackling the 
needs of the poor in better 
way. especially at the semi- 
nar, which, he said is de- 
signed to discuss legislative 
fields. 

He said participants in the 


seminar, organised by 
HUDD in cooperation with 
the Jordanian Consumer Pro- 
tection Society and the Jorda- 
nian Investment Society, 
should find ways to create' in 
a reverse migration move- 
ment ^m cities to the coun- 
tryside to be able to find a 
balanced population formula 
and to curb the haphazard 
building process which in 
turn will cut costs of provid- 
ing the needed infrastructure. 

HUDD Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat also addres- 
sed participants in the two- 
day seminar emphasising the 
importance of the housing 
sector and legislation gov- 
erning it and organising its 
work. 

Noting that legislation 
stipulates construction stan- 
dards and specifications, he 
said the housing sector needs 
a comprehensive study to be 
restructured and enable it to 
meet the increasing need for 
housing units, especially for 
people with limit^ incomes. 

Eft said HUDD plays a 
pioneering role in serving this 
segment of the society since it 
has thus far carried out 150' 
housing projects in various 
parts of Jordan. 

He urged the participants 
-in the seminar to focus on the 
King^m’s future needs of 
housing units and under- 
scored the importance of hav- 
ing means to grant loans to 
bmld houses for people with 
limited income. 

He also highlighted the im- 
portance of coordinating the 
efforts of the private and 
public sectors in resolving 
problems lacing citizens, par- 
ticularly in housing. 
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World Bank extends $80m to Jordan 


in phase two of education programme 


By P.V. VlYekanaiid 

Jordan Times Staff R^toiter 


AMMAN — The World 
Bank is lending $80 milKon 
to develop Join’s educa- 
tion sector in the second 
phase of a prcmmme im- 
plemented in 1990. 

World Bank officials and 
the Jordanian ambassador 
to the U.S. Fayez Taraw- 
neh» signed the loan agree- 
dient m Washington on 
hftTch 

It was the second World 
Bank loan to Jordan this 
year. The first was for S80 
million to the Kingdom's 
agricultural sector. The 
German government co- 
financed me project with 
another 30 million marks 
(about JD 14 millioo). 

The latest World Bank 
loan is for the second “hu- 


co-financmg for another 
$60 million from several 
governments. The rest of 
the project cost will omne 
from the Jordanian treas- 


uiy. 

ihe 


man resources develop- 
ment” estimated to 


cost S186.5 million. The 
$60 million World Bank 
loan will be oonpled with 


precise components 
of the oo-finandng part of 
the loan were not im- 
mediately known. But 
European countries are ex- 
pected to come up with 
nearly 50 per cent of the 
$60 miUion. 

Japanese sources sud 
Amman had .sought 
Japanese aid for*' the (mo- 
ject, but that Tokyo had 
not taken a final decision 
on the request 

“We have several re- 
quests from the Jordanian 
^vemment ^ different 
projects, and we are now 
looking at the iniorities,'’ 
said a Japanese source who 
dedined to be identified. 

The source noted that 
Tokyo lent Jordan $80 mOr 
lion in a co-financing 
arrangement with the 


World Bank, which pro- 
vided an eqn^ amount, to 
fund the expansion of the 
Aqaba Ther^ Power Sta- 
tion. In additicm to the 
co-financing, Tokyo is also 


Bank delegations are in 
Jordan reviewing the civil 
service sector and the King- 
dom’s external trade. 


extending a bilateral loan, 
raising me Japanese in- 


volvement in the project to 
$131 imlUoD.' 

The human resources de- 
velopment pro^mme in- 
volves upgramng schoob* 
and curriaila, training for 
tmtehers, vocational tr^ 
ing and reforms in the ovei^ 
all educational structure in 
the country. 

The first project in the 
human resources develop- 
ment programme was laun- 
died in 1990 at a cost of 
$244.9 million financed by 
the World Bank ($73 mil- 
lion), the Japanese govern- 
ment ($73 million), Bri- 
tain's Overseas D^lop- 
ment Agency ($1.4.mfllion) 
and the Jordanian govern- 
ment ($97.5 million). 

Meanwlule, two World 


According to sources, 
one del^ation is dosely 
studwg a recent report on 
the Joraanian dvil service 
*Vith a view to ascer taining 
whether die World Buk 
can formulate a reform 
pFOgramme in the sector.” 


$70 million and $80 million.. 

Ministiy of Finance fi- 
gures show that the King- 
dom owed the World Bank 
and its financing agendes 
— the Intemational Bank 
for Iftoonstruction and De- 
velopment and the Interna- 


tional development A^- 
(about 


cy — JD 538 million (about 
$765 miUion) as of Dec. 31, 
1994. 


The report itself is part 
of Jordan's overall efforts 
for administrative refonn, 
a key theme of the govern- 
ment's policy as jordw 
seeks to reduce bureaucra- 
cy and raise effiden^. 
The second World Bank 


delegation is scrutinising 


the Kingdom's externa, 
trade in order to assess how 
much the government 
needs to addi^ the de^t 
in die balance erf payments. 

According to the 
sources. World Bank cre^t 
to help Jordan plug the 
defidt could be between 


With the signing of the 
loans to the agnculture and 
education sectors, this rose 
to about $9(X) million. 

Terms for the new loans 
were not immediately 
available, but the sources 
noted that World Bank 
Eoans carry interest rates of 
"cost-plus” — meaning the 
rates the bank will pay 
while rising the finance 
from maiket sources plus a 
small margin to pay for the 
bank's costs. 


This woold indicate an 
annual rate of between 
seven* and 7.5 per cent. 


Jordanian- French Businessmen’s Council 


meets for first time to boost cooperation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Importer 


AMMAN — The Jordanian- 
French Businessmen's Coun- 
dl has held its first meeting, 
paving the way for what both 
sides expect to be a boost ib 
trade and industrial coopera- 
tion between Jordan and 
France and a high profile 
French private sector in- 
volvement in regional de- 
velopment projects. 

The meeting of the coundl. 
which was set up in June 19M 
in Amman, was held in Paris 
on Monday. Jordan was rep- 
resented in the meeting by a 
delation from the Jordan 
Businessmen's Association 
(JBA) headed by Hamdi 
Tabbaa. 

According to a press re- 
lease issued by the JBA. the 
meeifog feyf e wed ' aimcis; 

of b*4twben' 

Jord^itm'ahd French, private 
sectdTi* ^nd readied' a^e- 
ment on . several key areas. 

Michael Dugar, head of 
the commerdal section of the 
French embassy, said he ex- 
pected the meeting to have 
produced “very good results” 


for both sides. 

“The JBA delegation is a 
very well selected team,” 
Duger told the Jordan Hmes. 

He said members of the 
delegation represented a 
wide cross-section of Jorda- 
nian tirade and industry, in- 
cluding contractors, manu- 
focturers and importers of 
foodstuffs, chemicals con- 
tainers, and cosmetics as well 
as dealers and importers of 
cars and automobile spare 
parts. 

French exports to Jordan 
amounted to $240 million in 
1994,- about 50 per cent over 
1993. Jordan's exports to 
France during the year were 
worth about $10 million, a 25 
per cent increase over the 
previous year. 

The JBA press release said 
the delegation visited .the 
’ ' Ftench ministri^ 



cooperation and increased in- 
vestments in Jordan, the re- 
lease said. 

They also discussed topics 
related to the Amman econo- 
mic summit to be held in 


October and the French pri- 
vate sector's role in the con- 
ference, it said. 

The' delegation also visited 
different companies and tech- 
nical organisation and held 
one-to-one meetings with 
French businessmen. They 
also attended a meeting over 
a lunch organised by the 
French National Committee 
of Employees. 

Senior executives of 
French companies attended 
the lunch. 

The Jordanian ambassa- 
dor. Mutasem Bilbeisi, and 
Samir Mubarak, director of 
the Arab Bank in Paris, 
hosted separate receptions 
for the delegation, the re- 
lease said. 

On Monday the delegation 
attended the meeting of the 
Jo^^pian-Fnench. JBusiness- 
meo!s,.Counail<uui;v ' 

■ A- jointr statomenr 'issued' 
after the meeting Saidii that 
the two sides discussed coop- 
eration through im- 
plementing an agreement 
chat was signed between the 
JBA and the French Orga- 
nisation of Employers and 
means to enhance relations. 


The two sides discussed the 
importance of exchange of 
visits between trade delega- 
tions and encouraging pro- 
jects in various sectors. They 
also exchanged views on 
means to increase coopera- 
tion. 


The statement said that the 
two sides stressed the need to 
establish a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East and called 
“moving Irom the stage of 
making peace to the stage of 
building peace through prog- 
ress for the people of the 
region.” 


jects. 

The Jordanian side also 
emphasised its supjxtrt for 
the government’s efforts to 
secure debt relief so that Jor- 
dan could overcome econo- 
mic problems, particularly in 
view of the high rate of un- 
employment and poverty. 


“The two sides discussed 
the economic and trade situa- 
tion in the region and empha- 
sised their desire to develop 
Jordan and to cooperate with 
thhd pi^es in the area of 
. . trade,, industry/ ■ infrasmio- 
'' ture.-' service iand training; 
taking into account the dr- 
cumstances of some of the 
countries.” 

They agreed to work to- 
wards opening -the Palesti- 
nian market to Jordanian 

P roducts and encouraging 
ordanian-Palestinian pro- 


The French side expressed 
keen interest to cooperate in 
the economic development of 
all countries of the Middle 
East. The two sides also stu- 
died the activities and prepa- 
rations ahead of the Amman 
summit and agreed to coor- 
dinate their efforts to ensure 
participation of the French 
sector in the conference. 


The two sides also express- 
ed confidence in the political 
relations built on mutual re- 
spect between, the leaden qf 
tee two cbutlrtri'es and 
offered the right atmos^ei^'" 
• for«bi^rati6n. 

The second meeting of the 
council will be held in Am- 
man at a date to be fixed 
later. 

The Jordan Businessmen’s 
Association delegation ends 
its visit on today. 


Jordan to switch to daylight 
savings time 


AMMAN ^etra) — Jor- 
dan will switch to daylight 
sarings time as of Fri&y 
April 7. On Thursday at- 
midnight, docks diould be 
set one hour ahead, making 
the difference between Jor- 


dan local time and Green- 
wich MeanTime three 
hours. 

The country will return 
to winter time as of Sept. 
15. 


Joint panel to meet in Manama 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian-Bahraini joint 
committee will meet in 
Manama in mid-April 
under the co-chairmanwip 
of Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abut Ragheb 
and tee Bahraini Minister 
of Finance and Economy. 

Preliminary meeting will 
be held earber at the ex- 
perts level to_discoM bi- 


lateral • cooperation ' issues, 
particularly those pertain- 
ing to trade exchange and 
activating the role of the 
private sector in the two 
countries in laundiing joint 
ventures and investment 
The preliminary meet- 
ings are also expected to 
fo^ on land transport, 
tourism, information and 
cultural cooperation. 


Arafat slams Hamas 


(CoBtfaoed froB page 1) 


tonate the vehicle in the 
southern Israeli town of Beer 
Sheba. 

“It could be that the explo- 
sion ... was a planned trap for 
the activists of Izzedine Al 
Qassam,” wrote Davar's 
military correspondent. 
'This emerges from anal^ 
ing findings by journalists in 
Gaza.” 

The newspapers Yedioth 
Arhronoth and Maariv car- 


ried similar reports, but 
quoted Hamas activists. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres earlier this 
week dismissed questions ab- 
out Israel’s possible involve- 
ment as “absolute non- 
sense.” 

A check by the Associated 
Press, meanwhile, showed 
that only three bodies have 
been identified so far and 
that the death toll may be 
lower than the six dead re- 
ported by Palestinian police. 



Minister of Higher EducatioD Rateb 
Saoud listens as his Malaysian counter- 
part, Snftiman H^_ Daond addresses a 


ceremony at which the two ministers last 
week s^ied an edncatkmal cooperation 
agreement 


Jordan, Malaysia sign educational accord 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Malaysia signed an 
: ^ week in Kuala 


^reementi 


Lumpur to enhance coopera- 
tion between the two coon- 


two countries in an effort to 
develop education and en- 
courage cultural exchange. 


tries in the field of education. 

The agreement, signed 
Mhiisttr of Ifigher Eduotioo Rateb- 
Saoud, who came back Tues- 
day after a week-long visit to 
Mmaysia, and Suleiman %j 
Daooud, Malaysian Minister 
of Education, call* for in- 
creating cooperation in the 
educational field between the 


The agreement calls for 
increasing the exchange of 
university professors and 
school teachers between the 
two countries. 


the need for enhancing coop- 
eration and coordination m 
tire profestioiial and technicti 
fielcte. 


It also calls for exchangbig 
experts and lecturers in the 
fields of Islamic sharia (Isla- 
mic law) and Arabic lan- 
guage. 

Bote parties also stressed 


In one of the agreement's 
articles, both countries 
pledge to further the ex- 
diange of educational mate- 
rials. . 


During his stay, Mr. Saoud 
vitited the National Malay- 
sian University, and the 
Malaysia International Isla- 
mic University. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


CONCERT 


Pop festival (participatiiig bands: Dead Sea 
F Mring Clnb, Faculty X, Los Morenos, Black 
Irb, Viiiyl, "“"■**** Cottage and Floj^) at 
Al HaaBcin Sports City, Palace of Culture on 
Tlmrsday at 7H)0 p.n. 


fr Film entitled “Da Vinci, Michelangelo, 
Raphael And Titian" (wHh conuneiitary in 
Arabic by Dr. KhaKd Khrds at Darat Al 
Fnnon mi Thursday at 5:30 p.ui. 

it Flhn entided "drla Cnervoe" at Institute 
Cervantes" (the Spanish Culttiral Centre) on 
Thursday al 6dN) p.in. 


Exhibition of Egyptian products at Amman 
International Exhibition, Matj Al Namam 
(Tel. 688141). 

Ediibitini at oiqiper sculptures by Iraqi artist 
Mohammad Hussein Judf at the Phoenix Gal- 
lery for Culture and Art 


SECOND ABAB DRAMA FESHVAL 


IRAQI SONG NIGHT 


^ Two plays entitled “Every Day" and “Anw" 
r e sp^ vdy at 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. on 
Hrarsd^ at the Royal CnHoral Centre. 

fr Two plqys entitled *The Island of Goats" and 
**Ansar" respectively at 7:00 p.m. and 0:30 
p.m. Ml Friday at the Royal Caltiiral Centre. 


Night on Iraqi songs with Iraqi composer 
Jafsr Al Khsifef and Iraqi poet Karim Al 
Inugi at the Phoenix Gallery for Cnitnre and 
Alt on Hmrsday at 7:00 p.m. 


fr ExhiUtiMi cd graphic works by Raliq T-nhham 
at Darat Al Fumm. Also dfsfdajiig works by 
CMitmnporary Arab artists. 

fr Exhibition of art by Leo Rialp at Institute 
Cervantes (the Spanish CiiltunI Centre). 


EXHIBITIONS 


FILMS 

^ Film entitled "Titeor The Great" at the 
Ammlcan Center on Thursday at StilO p.m. 


it Ceramics exhibition by artist SamerAIKhaf- 
feji at Umm Uthaina Gallery, 
fr Exhilutmi of -art bv William GoMing at the 
Britidi CoundL 


ExhibitiMi of prize-winning painting« by fVwh 
stmleott at the Royal Cidteral Centre. Also 
showing another ezhlUtiMi entitled “DIdogoe 
Between the Nature and the Artist" by land- 
scape painter Ahmad Mounib. 

Exhibtrion of oil paiwH»ig« by riwi..*- 

ont at the Balqa* Art Galk^, Funbefe. 
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eWorld News 

Balladur targets Chirac in 
final presidency offensive 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 6-7, 1995 


PARIS (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur mobil- 
i^d his forces for a last offen- 
sive against feont-runner Jac- 
; .iques Chirac Wednesday as 
. surveys showed the conserva- 
. duo heading for a run-off 
for the presidency. 

■ The urbane premier, 

. whose new-found aggressive 
. style is paying off in opinion 
^ polls despite a ferocious 
. counter-attack from Mr. 

I Chirac's camp, rallied his 
^campaigners for a final push 
[ .before the first round of the 
I .election on April 
' . Flanked by Caullist mem- 
. .bers of his centre-right 
obinet, including hardline 
Inferior Minister Charles 
..Pasqua. Mr. Balladur 
gathered his supporters at 
two successive meetings in 
Paris luxury hotels. 

. ; With the field of candi- 
^ dates pruned of outsiders af- 
. ter a Tuesday midnight dead- 
Jin,e.f6r candidates to gather 
the required 500 endorse- 
ments from locally elected 
offidals, latest opinion polls 
showed Mr. Chirac's lead was 
slowly melting away. 

. Surveys by the IFOP and 
BVA institutes gave Mr. 
Chirac 26 and 25.5 per cent 
respectively in the first 
round, a slight fall. 

The IFOP poll showed Mr. 
Balladur with an increasing 
> chance of facing Mr. Chirac 
in the second-round runoff 
between the two top candi- 


dates on May 7. It said he had 
overtaken Socialist Lionel 
Jospin for second place, with 
20 per cent against Mr Jos- 
pin's 16.S. 

The BVA survey gave Mr. 
Balladur 19.3 and Mr. Jospin 
21 . 

Mr. Jospin is fretting that 
Mr. Balladur could well leap- 
frog him into the run-off con- 
test on May A7. 

“Most polls now put me in 
second place but there is no 
guarantee yet I will be in the* 
run-off." Mr. Josepin told 
French radio. He dismissed 
the ChiraoBalladur dash as 
“a private conversation be- 
tween two people separated 
only by ambition." 

But a poll for various 
French mraia including the 
daily information showed 
Mr. Balladur still had an up- 
hill task. 

Listing his perceived qual- 
ifies and faults, the survey 
showed more peopale found 
him distant, sot and lacking 
new ideas than honest, ex- 
perience or trustworthy. 

With the midnight dead- 
line. Ecologist leader 
Antoine Waechter followed 
colourful no-hopers — like a 
woman with royal preten- 
sions and a tent-dweller 
claiming to be an American 
Indian — out of the race. 
Greens leader Dominique 
Vo^et was left as the sole 
environmentalist. 

Outsider Jacques Chemi- 


nade, former head of the 
defunct European Workers' 
Par^, surpris^ many by de- 
claring he had managed to 
qualify. The list of candidates 
is due Friday. 

The cut-off date clears the 
decks for an increasing bit- 
ter duel between Mr. Qiirac 
and Mr. Balladur. a former 
*^riend of 30 years' stand- 
ing." 

In a campaign dominated 
by personal clashes father 
than debate over issues. Mr. 
Balladur has this week repre- 
atedly dubbed Mr. Chirac in- 
flexible. intolerant and irres- 
ponsible. 

In the latest bout. National 
Assembly Sp^ker Philippe 
Seguin. a ^irac supporter, 
unleashed a new salvo at Mr. 
Balladur. without naming the 
premier, Mr. Seguin said that 
he did not want “a closed- 
door, arrogant, and grab-all 
ruling class.'' 

In a pitch for the left-wing 
vote, Mr. Seguin told the 
weekly VED in an interview 
to be published Thursday 
that if Mr. Chirac was elected 
he might make overtures to 
leftist figures in a “republican 
pact." 

Earlier, pro-Chirac deputy 
Eric Raoult had branded the 
Balladur-led government “a 
pack of pit-bulls" and the 
premier himself “a kamikaze 
without a headhand." 

Amid the fracas, one sta- 
tistic will be looming large in 


Malaysia premier calls snap election 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysia's Prime hunister 
Mahathir Mohammad 
‘announced a snap gene^ 
election Wednesday and said 
bp e)q)ected to keep his two- 
thirds majority in parliament. 

. • **The long has consented to 
»gn a dedaration to dBssoWe 
the eighth parliament (on 
Wednesday)," Mr. Mabal^ 


told a news conference at his 
office 'm Malayaa's c^tal 
Kuala Lumpur. 

King Ja'afar Tnankn 
Abdul Rahman, who was 
mosdy ceremonial powers 
under the constitution, was 
scbednled to open a meeting 
of the coiintr^s paitianieat 
Monday. 

Pulls were not due until 


October. Politicians and 
analysts have been inoonect- 
ly forecasting an imminent 
election for more than a year. 

Mr. h^a^ anuouDoed 
he has advised die chief 
ministers of all Malaysian 
states, except the Borneo 
states of Sabu and Saraw^, 
to dissolve ttamr local assemb- 
lies Ihuisday to clear the way 
for polls. 


£1 Salvador denies plot to kill Ghali 


SAN SALVADOR (AFP) — 
Hie. Salvadoran government 
has denied there had been a 
plot to kill U.N. Secretary 
Seberal Boutros .Ghali dur- 
IPg/his weekend visit here. 
.‘"The government of the 
republic denies that there was 
a plot to kill the U.N. secret- 
ary general, following reports 
by international news agen- 
cies quoting U.N. spokesman 
Juan Carlos Brandt as a 
scarce," an official statement 
said late Tuesday. 

.'.'The government denies 
that Salvadoran authorities' 
had informed the U.N. 
spokesman of the possibility 
of an attempt on the life of 
Dr. Ghali, and regrets that 
Mr. Brandt has been sur- 
prised with rumours of this 
sort," the president's office 
said. 


Earlier Tuesday. Mr. 
Brandt said a plot to asssas- 
sinate Dr. GhaU during his 
weekend virit lo El Salvador 
had been foiled by Salvadorr 
an authorities. 

The U.N. spokesman cited 
government authorities as 
saying the assailants plaimed 
to plant explosives in vebides 
parked along, the route con- 
necting the nbpango military 
base, where the U.N. chiefs 
plane landed Saturday, to the 
area of his hotel in San Salva- 
dor. 

Mr. Brandt said Dr. .Ghali 
had been informed of the plot 
during his stay in El Salva- 
dor, which ended Saturday, 
adding that his delegation did 
not lale. the main road from 
Ilopango to downtown San 
Salvadior, but was ferried in- 


stead in two mOitaiy faelicop- 
teis to the prcadent's resi- 
dence, near dieir bofel. 

The U.N.^tMefs delega- 
tion ' was informed of the 
transportatioil change at least 
one day before Dr. Ghali 
began a regional trip last 
Thursday that took mm to 
Haiti. Honduras, El Salvador 
and Guatemala. 

The government statement 
said the helicopter trip had 
been arranged for bte con- 
venience of. the U.N. chief 
"given his brief stay in H 
Salvador and his crowded 
agenda." 

Dr. Ghali’s visit to El Sal- 
vador took place in what 
rqspeared to be normal secur- 
ity conditions, according to 
members of his delation 
and reporters travelling with 
him. 
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U.St first ladly ffiDary CBiiloa (kft) shares a Kumaratn^ daring meeting at ffie 
Joke with Sri r.anirMi President Chandrika president’s cdBdal resMcnce (AFP photo) 

Mrs. Clinton ends South Asia tour 


COLOMBO ^) ~ U.S. first 
iady Ifillary uinton met Sri 
Lankan slum dwellers and 

g rid homage to the country’s 
uddhist tradition Wednes- 
day before heading home 
frtm an extensive goodwill 
tonr of Soutii Asia. 

Accompanied by daughter 
Chelsea, IS, the of U.S. 

Piesdent Bill Clinton started 
the last day of her 20,000- 
mile ([^,OGO-kiIometre) trip 
by visiting the Kelaniya Tem- 
ple, one of Sri Lanka's most 
sacred shrines. 

There, shaded by an 
uoibceUa horn a broiUng tro- 
pical son, she and Chelsea 
walked in a procession led by 
two gaudily-decorated 
dephants to place flowers at 
a statue of Buddha. 

As they walked slowly in 
stocking feet toward the 19th 
century shrine, temple dan- 
cers in colourful costumes 
whirled around them while 
hoin-pla 3 wg muskaans cre- 
ated a clamorous din. 


Afterwards, Mrs. Ointon, 
continuing her emphasis on 
U.S. concern for the poor in 
this regisoD, went to a sprawl- 
ing complex in Colombo's 
slum district to meet women 
helped by a programme par- 
tially financra by the UnSted 
States. 

Emblazoned over the entr- 
ance to one of the buildings 
was the legend: "All of us 
long to see God someday, but 
meanwhile we are blind to his 
presence in our daily midst." 

The organisation that runs 
the complex is headed by 
Sister Bemie De Silva, a Ro- 
man Catholic nun. 

She took Mra. Clinton on a 
tour of the cafeteria, das- 
sroomsand clinic for the poor 
during the hour-long virit and 
foe first lady also saw on-site 
employment proivded for 
some W women. 

Throughout her goodwill 
trip, Mrs. CUnten nas fo- 


effbrts like 


pnvate 

Samata 


Sarana, 


which in English means relief 
for all, to alleviate some of 
the human misery that 
abounds in South Asia. 

Virile she has carefully 
avoided being drawn into a 
discussion of budget-cut 
pressure in the United States 
that threatens to gut U.S. 
foreign aid progammes, the 
unspoken message of her 
jonmey has been that Amer- 
ica's humanitarian efforts are 
important. 

"The United States has 
been of great assistance in 
this region of the world for 
many, many decades, and 
Pm pleased to see the results 
of those years of effort. The 
kinds of investments we have 
made in the people of the 
countries X viated has pro- 
duced results," she said. 

Mrs. Clinton, who visited 
Pakistan, India, Nepal and 
Bangladedi before coining to 
Sri Lanka for an ovemi^t 
visit, was due back in 
Washington early Ibuisday. 


their caleulations: the num- 
ber of undedded voters is 
among the largest ever at this 
stage in a French presidential 
race, with 44 per cent said by 
a recent poll to have yet to 
make theu choice. 

The programme for the 
next five weeks is straightfor- 
ward: 

— Friday April 7; The 
opening of the official cam- 
paign after publication of the 
list of candidates approved by 
the Constitutional Council. 

— Saturday April 15 at 
midnight: Opinion polb are 
banned until after the first 
round. Polls are also banned 
for the week preceding the 
second round. 

— Sunday April 23: First 
round of voting. If no candi- 
date wins SO per cent of the 
vote, the top two candidates 
go through to the second 
round. 

— Sunday May 7: At the 
close of the second round 
nin-off, computer estimates 
will provide the name of the 
likely victor at 1800 GMT. 
Wednesday May 17 is the 
deadline for proclamation of 
the offidal results by the 
Constitutional Council. 

Balladur will head a care- 
taker government until Satur- 
day May 20 at midnight, 
when Mr. Mitterrand's man- 
date expires. Tlie new presi- 
dent will then take over and 
appoint a new prime minis- 
ter. 

4 suspects 
quizzed by 
Irish police 
over arms 

DUBLIN (R) — Four gim- 
riila suspects were Ming 
qnestionM by Irish police I 
Wednesday after security I 
I forces foil^ a gun-running 
' operation they fear was 
aimed at wrecking Northern 
Ireland's fragile peace pro- 
cess. 

The suspects, vriio police 
believe belong to the left- 
wing Irish Natkmal libera- 
tion Army (INLA), were 
held under connter- 
ins^ency laws wiien. aimed 
police swoopedon a car and a 
trade noitii of Dublin Ibes- 
day. 

Police somces said tiie dis- 
ooveiy of 20 pistols, six rifles 
and more tiun 2.000 bullets 
in the truck destined for 
Northern Ireland was a "wor- 
rying" development and a 
direat to the seven-month 
peace process in the pro- 
vince. 

"All four are believed^to 
be members of the INLA,” a 
police ^kesman said. 

Ihe odef Repoblican gner- 
rilla force, the Irish Republi- 
can Army (IRA), laid aside 
hs weapons last Sqrtember 
encKng a 25-year campai^ 
against British rale, but tiie 
INLA refused to join tiie 
ceasefire. 

Since then it has remained 
inactive but security analysts 
said there had been specula- 
tion die INLA had been 
trying to rearm. It was not 
known whether the weapons 
were from hidden stodges 
or had been newly imported. 

Police said they woiild pnt 
the cache “on (&play later 
Wednesday. 












U.S. Secretary nfDefieiice VnUiara Perry sfis HI 
the cockpit <rf a Rndan TD 160 **Blacbjacfc” 
bondier, ffie Rossfam eq ni vateat of A m erica’s 
B IS bcniber, wUle pilot ^or SlAdcy prints 
oat sooie ot tiie piane’s fca t m ' M at Kngds Air 


Base. Mr. Ferry came to review Rnssia's 
progress is Hfamaurting a portion nS Hs 
strata^ bombtf ftnve nnder the Strat^ie 
Arms Bednetions Treaty, which took effect 
last Deceiver (AFP photo) 


Ksvwsikh leader sticks to referendum plan 


ALMA-ATA (R) — Kazakh- 
stan President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev said Wednesday 
diat de^ite United States cn- 
tidsm he still planned to hold 
a, referendum this month on 
extending his presidracy to 
the end of the oentoiy. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
Vraiiam Perry, on a four- 
nation tour of fonner Soviet 
republics, raised 'Washing- 
ton’s concern about the plan- 
ned referendum dnring talks 
with Mr. Nazarbayev in the 

TCsfrstkh capital, Alma- Ata. 

But, asked if he would still 
hold the referendum on April 
29, the gaMkh leader later 
told FOTorters: “Yes, of 
course. 1 will use my oonstitn- 
tional authority." 

"'Why should people dic- 
tate to us how we should 
behave if we are bebaring 
exactly the way our constitu- 
tion is written?” 

Mr. Nazarbayev, a former 
Communist Party chief who 
had been due to fecc the 
voters in December 19%, 
says be called the ref^ndnm 
to extend his term onffi De- 
cember 2000 to guarantee 
order in the oil-rich state that 
borders botii Rosria and Chi- 
na. 

ParJiament was .di^sqlved 
last month after the ,<xnistitn- 
tionaJ court dedared a gener- 


al election in March 1994 
filial. Mr. Nazarbayev has 
said he will rule by decree 
pending a new poll. 

He said Wednesday he was 
committed to democrat and 
economic and constitutional 
reforms. Mr. Perry, standing 
beside him, said be was 
pleased with the talks on 
issues ranging from the re- 
ferendum to defence coop- 
eration. 

"The president reaffirmed 
to me, just as he reaffirmed 
to you. That be is committed 
to moving Kazakhstan to- 
wards democraty," Mr. Per- 
ry said. 

Washington has seen Mr. 
Nazarbayev as one of the 
more progressive of the lead- 
ers of the former Soviet re- 
publics. mainly because of his 
cooperation in ridding 
Kazakhstan of nuclear 
weapons left after the col- 
lapse of tiie Soviet Union. 

But Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and 
other U.S. officials have said 
a refereodum on extending 
Mr. Nazarbayev’s tenure falls 
far short of a democratic 
presidential election. 

Opposition leaders say tiie 
referendum is a threat to 
democracty and they have 
a^q>ealed for -a massive *^ 00 ” 
vote.- 


“If we see in Kazakhstan a 
narrowly and constricting of 
the political proc^ ratoer 
than the opposite, it will over 
time cause a r^uction in 
confidence," one senior offi- 
cial travelling with Mr. Perry 
said. 

The official, who asked not 
to be identified, noted that 
Mr. Nazarbay^ had visited 
'Washington in 1992 and 
1994, when he promised to 
move ahead with democratic 
reforms. 

Since Mr. Perry paid a 
similar visit to Alma-Ata in 
March 19%, Kazakhstan has 
deactivated all of its long- 
r^e IG^warfaead 8^18 mis- 
siles and shipped other nuc- 
lear arms b^ to Russia. 

Hie United States is pro- 
viding Alma-Ata with more 
than $170 millioD in aid tp 
help dismantle the nuclear 
we^x>ns and to convert la^ 
defence plants to production 
of consumer products. 

Mr. Perry announced new 
U.S. investments worth 
million to help convert de- 
fence industries to prodndng 
materials such as vitamins, 
riiannacenticals and electro- 
nic printed ctretut boards. 

Mr. Perry earlier visited 
Ukraine and Russia and will 
wind up his four-nation tour 
in Uzbekistan Ibursday. I 


Japanese police guard against 
another public nerve gas attack 


TOKYO (AFP) — Police are 
gearing up against any possi- 
ble repetition of the still un- 
resolved sarin nerve-gas 
attack on the Tokyo subway 
as Japan's crowd-pulling 
baseball season gets into full 
swing this weekend. 

Aner uncovering chemic- 
als at the commune of the 
doomsday cult Aum Supreme 
Truth that could be used to 
produce sarin, police have 
also stepped up efforts to 
locate its cadres and chemical 
experts, including guru Sho- 
ko Asahara. 

On Friday. 150 police will 
be deployed at the Tokyo 
Dome for the first official 
match of Japan's professional 
baseball Central League at 
which a sell-out crowd of 
more than 50,000 is expected, 
the Asahi newspaper re- 


ported. 

The deployment will be 
three times the normal level 
at the covered stadium in 
central Tokyo, but is seen as 
necessary after many holders 
of advance tickets inquired 
about security precautions, 
the newspaper said. 

Police have also been 
alerted by tips concerning 
“suspicious large-lot buying 
of tickets." the newspaper 
said. 

A Metropolitan Police 
'Department press officer re- 
fused to comment on the 
reported reinforcement. 
“Such information is a matter 
which could affect security 
itself and enhance anxieties 
among the general public.'* 
he said. 

Some two weeks after sarin 
nerve gas was set off on five 


subway trains on March 20, 
leaving 11 dead and 5.500 
injured, no arrests have been 
made despite extensive police 
raids on Aum, primarily on 
suspicions of kidnappings. 

Police are also struggling to 
find dues to a sniper's attack 
last Thursday on National 
Police Chief Tajaki Kunimat-* 
su. who was heading the in- 
vestigation into the gassing. 

On Monday, a woman car- 
rying a list of Aum members 
and two passpors was 
arrested at Naha Airport on 
the southern Japan island of 
Okinawa, a police spokes- 
man confirmed Wednesday. 

“The woman was acting 
strange and refused to 
cooperate with police." the 
spokesman said, adding she 
was remajned silent since her 
arrest. 


U.S. letter reveals detaUs of Haiti assassination 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (>^- 
des) — A letter from a U.S. 
genera! to Haiti's justice 
minister details bow U.S. 
officials came to learn of a 
plot to murder a (Romiaent 
oi!^X)sition leader. 

The letter, made available 
to the Associated Pre s s Tues- 
day, shed li^ on the assas- 
sination which some obsei^ 
vers think was an effort to 
discredit President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide and 
embarrass the United States. 

Ptesident Bill Clinton Fri- 
day dedared the American 
intervention in Haiti a sn& 
cess when he handed over 
command of the moltioation- 
al force to the United Na- 
tions.^ 

Maj. Gen. George Hseber, 
who commanded the U.S.- 
led force, wrote in his Mar. 
22 letter that Interior Seaet- 
aiy^ Mbndesir Beaubrnn was 
believed to be involved in a 
conspiracy to kill Mireille 
Durocher JSertin. 

Mr. Beaubnu this week 
denied having anything to do 
with the killmg. 

Ms. Bertin, a light-rring 
lawyer and top official of the 
fonner army-in^led gov- 
ernment. was ^ot to death 
six days after forming a poli- 
tical party. 

"We do not know whether 
or not these allegations are 
true," Gen. Hseber wrote in 
the letter to Justice hfimster 
Jean Joseph Exume. 


"However, the fact that a 
minister hu been implicated 
is especially serious." 

Amrdmg to Gen. Fischer, 
a Haitian inteipreter for the 
multinational force, Qande 
Doi^. told authorities he 
had been given w Uzi sid>- 
madune gun by a man, Patric 
Moise, who said Mr. Beaub- 
nin had faired him to assassin- 
ate Ms. Bertin. I^. Douge 
then surrendered the weapon 
to the U.S.-led troops. 

State TV broadcast a gov- 
ernment statement Tuesday 
evening accuang do^ of 
framing the interior minister. 
The statement, which state 
TV said was released by an 
offidal whom it didn't name, 
also accused the Moise 
brotheis of being agents of the 
fonner military-installed reg- 
ime. 

"Tiie result of the FBI and 
Haitian investigation de- 
nounces it (Dong's story) as a 
frame-up," said the state- 
ment read during the evening 
newscast 

Haititm officials weren't 
immediately available for 
comment. 

The statement said Mr. 
Beanbnm couldn't have got- 
ten an Uzi because the multi- 
natiooal force confiscate all 
private weapons in Haiti. 
However, most military offi- 
ciak acknowiedre there still 
are thousands of fireims in 
dreulation. 

Multinational forces 


arrested Moise, his brother 
Eddi and several others on 
March 19 after they came to 
Douge’s home in a gray Tstiy n 
Trooper registered to the In- 
terior NGiustry, Geo. Hs- 
efaer’s letter said. 

Tbe men were also car- 
rying papers oontaining Mr. 
Beaubrun's phone number 
and a list of lawyers, indud- 
ing Ms. Bertin, who may 
have partidpated in the 
September 2^1 coup that 
overthrew Mr. Aristide. 

A source close to Mr. 
Do^ told tiie AP that the 
Moise brothers came to Mr. 
Douge asking for help, be- 
cause they bad cold feet ab- 
out taking part in tbe assas- 
sination. 

Mr. Donge promised to 
contact American offidals 
md e:q)|ani the Motses’ situa- 
tion, said the source, speak- 
ing on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

The FBI is investigating 
the slaying of Ms. Bertin, and 
five speddists frx>m the U.S. 
Army Institute of Pathology 
came to conduct a post- 
mortem on the b^y. 

Meanwhile, Haiti's opposi- 
tion sodalist p^es have 
charged the ruling Lavalas 
Political Organisation of 
tangling wito the process 
lea(^ to June's legislative, 
munlapa! and local elections. 

Serge Gilles, of tbe Haitian 
National Progressive Revolu- 
tionary Party, threatened to 


puO out of the elections at a 
press conference Tuesday if 
the Provisional Electoral 
Couodl did not take action to 
correct the alleged tamper- 
ing. 

•Mr. Gilles also complained 
of voter insecurity and called 
for negotiations with the re- 
cen^ laundied U.N. mission 
in Hmti to establish a “non- 
seledive” tystem of security 
that extended equal protec- 
tion to all Haitians. 

Idly Cameau's National 
Front for Changing Demo- 
cracy joined in the com- 
plaints, charging that ballots 
were being sold openly all 
around the country. 

Provisional Electoral 
Coundl President A^lme 
Remy, in a separate state- 
ment to reporters Tuesday, 
denied all tiie allegations of 
electoral fruud and ^led on 
the socialists to back up their 
accusations with proof. 

On Monday the president 
of the rival sodalist party 
National Congress of Demo- 
cratic Movements, Victor Be- 
noit. also charged President 
Anstidc’s Lavalas Party with 
manipulating the electoral 
process. 

Mr. Benoit complained 
above all that government- 
run media was ading with 
Laval^ in its covers of the 
election campaign, wbich 
targeted urban more than ru- 
ral populations. 


Schwarzenegger 
attacks EU 
film quotas 

NEW YORK (AFP) -Hol- 
lywood star Aniold Schwar- 
zenegger launched a stinging 
verbal attack against Euro- 
pean film quotas, which he 
said were designed to protect 
a mediocre industry from stiff 
U.S. competition. "There is 
no demand for French films, 
it's that simple.” the 
Austrian-born actor told an 
industry convention in New 
'York. To the extent that any 
demand exists, he said, “We 
buy them... and we remake 
them." One such production 
was Schwarzenegger's own 
film True Lies, a Holly- 
wood remake of the French 
film “La Totale." Showbosi- 
ness figures who took part in 
a day of round-table discus- 
sions and debates were equal- 
ly outspoken against the 
quotas — with the exception 
of Harvey Weinstein, who 
with his brother heads the 
Miramax Production and dis- 
tribution company. Miramax 
is owned by Disney. “Protec- 
tionism is very popular in 
Europe." said Schwarzeneg- 
ger. the fonner bodybuilder 
who became a naturalised 
U.S. citizen in 1983. “Ihey 
make the people believe that 
it protects their culture (but) 
the reality is that people have 
a great demand for U.S. 
films." “This attempt to ex- 
clude us from the market," 
said Viacom President 
Jonathan Doigen. is “a very 
sad thing from an economic 
point of view. We were 
ing we would get more help 
from Washington." MCA 
Studio President Thomas 
Pollock criticised the import 
quotas as “a political reason 
to protect certain countries, 
namely France... (it has) no- 
thing to do with what tiie 
French want to see." Wein- 
stein alone stressed.that “you 
never see a European movie 
on cable or the networks," 
although Europe produces 
“great films." 

Movie wars on 
Indian TV 

t 

NEW DELHI (AFP) J Indi- 
a's state television network 
will launch a Hindi inovie 
channel ahead of schedule 
this week in a bid to get the 
. ramp on the Hong . Kong- 
bared STAR networkr om- 
cials said Wednesday. Door- 
darshan, which reaches .hun- 
dred of millions of viewers in 
India, said it would |be^n 
broadcasts Friday, two days 
ahead of a planned splash by 
STAR'S Zee Cinema Hindi- 
language station. “Every- 
thing is ready," a Doordar- 
shan official said of the plan- 
ned launch of the Movieclub 
channel. A box office smash, 
Shaan, featuring India's top 
star. Amitabh Bachchad, has 
been chosen to kick off the 
new channel. Doordarshan, 
which went colour in 1982. 
expanded its number of chan- 
nels fiom two to 13 in August 
in a bid to counter STAR, 
which broke the state 
monopoly two years ago with 
five channels of entertain- 
ment. sports and news. 

Close stirs Up 
more backstage 
controversy 

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
“furious and insulted" Glenn 
Qose says she is ready for her 
last curtain call in the Broad- 
way musical Sunset Boule- 
vard. Qose sent a scathing 
letter to composer Andrew 
Lloyd Webber upon learning 
that ticket sales were inflated 
by $150,000 a week to make 
understudy Karen Mason . 
look good, daily Variety re- 
ported Monday. “It sickens 
me to be treated witii such 
disregard," Close wrote in a 
letter quoted in the entertain- 
ment industry newspaper. 'T 
don't think it's an exa^ra- 
tion to say that my perform- 
ance turned Sunsef Boule- 
vard around. I made it a hit." 
Lloyd Webber was said to be 
“distraught and shellshocked, 
by this," according to a state- ' 
ment from Patrick McKenna, 
managing director of the 
British impresario’s produc-' 
ing organisation, the Really ‘ 
Useful Co. “All he did was to 
prrase tiie understudy who ' 
did a superb job when Glenn i 
was on holiday, whilst not* 
condoning the actions of die . 
New York office in misrepre- •• 
senting the holiday figures," 
said the statement, quoted in - . 
the New Y'ork Daily News. In 
a joint statement issued late ^ 
Monday, Close and Lloyd ... 
Webber expressed “mutual . 
dismay that a very private 
communication... found 
way into public hands.” They 
“remain the best of friends." . 
the joint statement said. 
Mason portrayed the deman- 
ding and vain diva Norma 
Desmond on Broadway lasf 
month while Close took a 
two-week vacation. 
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Exercise 

SEOUL (Agencies) — North 
Kbrea Wednesday accused 
rnal South Korea of trying to 
. o^truct a nuclear deal by 
...'^^ng a mass military exer- 

;.*^>uth- Korea's six-day long 
'~imbiiied tactical exercise is 
largest it has staged in 
:nt years. It comes as wor- 
escalate over the fate of a 
>ll45.-bFOkered nuclear deal 
ed at opening North 
Tea’s secretive nuclear 
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le exercise is a “premedi- 
... ['military provocation to 
hlid'er the implementation of 
(North Korea) — U.S. 
i ainwork agreement," the 
I Orth’s official Korean Cen- 
t al News Agency (KCNA) 
s lid. 

. The exercise, which began 
1 (onday, involves 80,000 
- 1 x)Ops plus an undisclosed 
- JumTCr of reservists. 

. ^ul has said the exercise 
iad been planned long before 
Ihe nuclear discussions hit its 
Current snag, 
j North Korea said the exer- 
pses are aimed at raising 
•.pensions to an "extreme 
|Mtch," and threatened to 
hnswer “fire with fire and 
punish 'the provocateurs 
pousand fold." 

I It had issued a similar 
warning Tuesday, but had 
hot linked the threat to the 
-.current nuclear deadlock. 

' Meanwhile, South Korean 
delegates left Wednesday to 
^attend high-level talks in New 
,York with the United States 
•and Japan for strategy talks 
on the reactors. 

. Reports said Seoul is to ask 
Wasbin^n and Tokyo to 
hold on improving ties with 
North Korea until the Com- 
munist country resolves the 
deadlock by agreeing to take 
South Korean reactors. 

Last October, North Korea 
agreed to halt its nuclear 
programme, suspected of 
fuelling weapons develop- 
ment. with Washington 
ptroitiising to provide altema- 
civcMieT and- replacemem 
reactpts, along- with berm 
ties:' 

Bundmost six months 
the deal was outlined. North 
Korea is refusing to accept 
"the replacement reacton de- 
signated by the U.S. side. 

North Korea has sited safe- 
Qr in rejecting reacton from 
its rival South Korea, but the 
real reason is believed to be 
pride. 

The two Koreas remain 
technically at war 42 yean 
after the end of the Korean 
War, with some two million 
troops facing off across the 
tense demilitarised zone. 

North Korea's ambassador 
to Moscow said Tuesday chat 
Pyongyang hoped to build at 
least one atomic reactor using 
Russian technology. ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

"We know what Russian 
atomic reactors are like," the 
agency quoted Son Song-Pil 
as saying. 

Russia says it is ready to 
Join an international consor- 
tium aimed at underwriting a 
S4.S billion nuclear deal for 
North Korea under which the 
United States, Japan and 
South Korea aim to build a 
new light-water reactor for 
Pyon^ng. 

The consortium was set up 
under a pact Washington 
signed with North Korea last 
October. Pyongyang commit- 
ted itself to halt its existing 
nuclear programme, believed 
to conceal a weapons de- 
velopment drive, in retuni 
for a > light-water reactor. 

Amb^sador Son recalled 
that Moscow had agreed in 
1985 to build a nuclear power 
station in North Korea and 
hid even decided where it 
should be located. The deal 
ivu later put on ice as the 
fttraer Soviet Union gradual- 
lylcDt funding to its hardline 

fn a separate development. 
Narth Korea declared 
Wednesday it would pull its 
annassador out of Poland. 
tMlatest move in -a diploma- 
tic pow following the with- 
tirapral of Polish ceasefire 
monitors iiv>m the volatile 
Korean peninsula last Febru- 
ary' 

"We- are left with no other 
choice but to drastically cut 
thelstafiers of the DPRK 
(Nohh Korea) mission in 
Wai^w including the ambas- 
sad(|r.*’ a North Korean 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
saidjm a statement. 

"Poland will have to be 
held fully responsible for the 
disgraceml record left in the 
neariy -five decades long his-, 
tory of relations between the 
two countries," the spokes- 
man was quoted as saying by 
the ‘ Korean Central News 
Agency monitored here. 



A Hutu 1^, one <rf six people from Gasorwe Bvnuidiaii soldiers shot and villagtrs 
village being treated in Mnyinga hospital after to death, lies in a cot f AFP photo) 

Burundi reports fresh massacre 

BUJUMBURA (R) — 

Burundi Radio reported a 
fresh massacre Wednesday as 
the U.N. refugee agency 
piled pressure on Tanzania to 
reopen its border to Mght- 
ened Hums. 

State radio said 20 Hum 
villagers were killed at 
Muhanga, in the northern 
province of Kayanza. in a 
revenge attack by Tutsi civi- 
lians. 

The radio, long considered 
by foreign diplomats to be 
biased in favour of the Tutsi 
minority, said the Hutus were 
killed in revenge for the prior 
murder of six Tutsis from one 
family. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) was investigating 
several reported massacres of 
Hums in northern Burundi, 
spokesman Peter Kessler said 
in Nairobi. 

"We are trying to verify 
these reports today." he s»d. 

The UNHCR and other 


agencies were pressuring 
Tanzania to rescind its deci- 
sion last Friday to close its 
border with Burundi to avoid 
beign swamped by Rwandan 
Hutu refugees and Burun- 
dian Hums fleeing Tutsi vio- 
lence. 

Tanzania, which already 


shelten 750,000 Rwandan 
Hutus since last year’s geno- 
cide and civil war. says it 
cannot accept more refugees. 
It particularly objects to re- 
ceiving Burundian Hutus 
cerrori^ by their own army, 
which is 95 per cent Tutsi. 

Mr. K^ler said crowds of 
Hums were still massed on 
the Burundi side of the bor- 
der at Kabanga. About 9.000 
of them had been transferred 
to an existing camp at Muga- 
no. he said. 

UNHCR officials in 
Buniiidi said Tuesday that 
Tanzanian troops are forcibly 
expelling hundreds of Bunirt- 
dian Hum refugees who slip- 
ped across the border before 
it closed. 

Diplomats say the fragile 
Burundi government’s au- 
thority is virtually non- 
existent outside the capital 
Bujumbura while the Tutsi- 
dominated military and Tutsi 
gunmen rule In the interior. 

The amw and Tutri thugs 
recruited from ranks of re- 
fugees by previous bouts of 
bloodletting are behind the 
massacres, according to sur- 
vivors, diplomats and aid 
workers. 

Most experts doubt a geno- 
cide in Burundi on the scale 
of Rwanda, where up to one 


million Tutsis and Hutu mod- 
erates were butchered by 
Hutu troops and militiamen 
last year. 

But they forecast much 
more violence as long as 
ethnic militants drive the tiny 
country, killing with impun- 
ity. 

"Why did I have to be bom 
a Hutu?" an old man, bare- 
foot and still shaking with 
fear, muttered repeatedly in 
the northeastern village of 
Kizi Tuesday. 

Accounts from Ktzi resi- 
dents largely substantiated 
reports from aid workers and 
diplomats that more than 400 
Hutus had been shot, slashed 
and clubbed . to death by 
troops and Tutsi militants 
since Wednesday in the 
Gasorwe region including 
Kizi. 

They conflicted with a 
Burundian military spokes- 
man saying he^ knew of only 
some 20 killed In the area last 
week when troops hunted for 
Hutu gunmen who had taken 
civilian hostages. 

An army statement on 
state radio Tuesday night de- 
nied the foreign media re- 
ports of 400 dead at Gasorwe 
vriiich it said were sourced to 
U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Krueger. 


Clinton stops CIA ties with Guatemala unit 


,)yASHINGTON (RJ — 
President Bill Qinton has 
stopped covert CIA ties, with 
a Guatemalan army intelli*- 
gence unit, but the U.S. spy 
agency retains other links 
wnth Guatemala on matters 
su^ as drug controU a White 
House official said. 

Mr. Clinton’s decision, 
made Monday, was the latest 
development in an unfolding 
controversy over charges that 
Guatemalan officers in the 
CIA's pay killed U.S. and 
Guatemalan citizens several 
years ago. 

Mr. Clinton found out 
Monday that some back- 
channel CIA ries to the 
Guatemalan military were 
still going OD without his 
knowledge, or the knolwedge 
of national security adviser 
Anthony Lake, the White 
House official said. 


. He said be..didn't.4bink 
Secretary . of Stare LiWaven 
Christopher had knd’Wh' 
about It either when~Mr. 
Christopher, quizzed Sunday 
on CBS TV’s Face The Na-. 
tion, said he was satisfied no 
U.S. money was going to 
Guatemala now. 

As soon as the president 
learned of the link Monday, 
he terminated it. said the 
official, who spoke on condi- 
tion that he not be identified. 

The Washington Post said 
Tuesday the Guatemalan 
military unit concerned was 
suspected of human ri^ts 
abuses and was receiving 
several hundred thousand 
dollars a year from the CIA 
for equipment and trmning. 

It saM the relationship had 
continued despite Mr. Clin- 
ton’s decision in 1993 to re- 
voke an earlier authorisation 


*by foimerrPretidem Ronald 

to cmrftiSfterrorisni. su^r- 
sionrxnd CubaiT influence in 
the region. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCuiry said Mr. Qiit- 
ton was satisfied necesary 
changes had been made in 
the U.S. links with Guatema- 
la to reflect concerns over 
“activities by the Guatema- 
lan military,^' he declined to 
elaborate. 

The White House official 
said the CIA would maintmn 
other links with Guatemalan 
officials involving drug polic- 
ing and things deemed to' be 
in the U.S. national interest. 

He said the United States 
gets a lot of information ab-. 
out drug cartels and human 
rights abuses through sources 
developed in intelligence- 
gathering. 


Daley wins Chicago mayoral race 


CHICAGO (AP) — Mayor 
Richard M. Daley scored » 
landslide victory over inde- 
pendent Roland Burris, win- 
ning a second full term in the 
lowest voter turnout of any 
Chicago mayoral election on 
rec^. 

"These are exciting times 
in Chicago," the naming 
mayor told supporters in a 
downtown hotel. "(Chicago 
Bulls player) Michael Jordan 
has come back. (Baseball 
teams) the White Sox and 
CulK are coming back. I'm 
proud that the people of Chi- 
cago have given me the 
opportunity to come back as 
well.” 

The victory capped a lop- 
sided race in which the 52- 
year-old mayor held a com- 
manding lead in the polls 


throughout and raised S3.9 
million to Burris' S60,000. 

With 95 per cent of pre- 
cincts reporting. Mr. Daley 
had 348,016 votes, or 61 per 
cent, to 205,259, or 36 per 
cent, for Mr. Burris, a 
Democrat-turned- 
independent and Illinois' 
first black attorney general. 

Republican Ray Warding- 
ley, who for years work^ 
part time as a down to raise 
money for charity, had 
16,108, at 3 per cent; Lawr- 
ence Redmond, the candi- 
date of the tiny Harold. 
Washington Party, had 
4,897, or 1 per cent. 

Election offidals said the 
turnout was aix>ut 41 per 
cent, the lowest since they 
started keeping records 50 
years ago. The previous low 


mark of slightly more than 45 
per cent was set in 1991. 

In the mayoral race, Mr. 
Burris, 57, had hop^ for an 
upset with a last-minute get- 
out-the-vote effort. 

But Mr.- Daley dinched 
endorsements from Demo- 
cratic Sen. Carol . Mofey- 
Braun, Cook Country Board 
President John Stro^ and 
a number of other prominent 
black leaders. He won the 
Democratic primary with 66 
per cent of the vote, defeat- 
ing black challenger Joseph 
Gardner, a water district 
commissioner. 

"We tried to fight a good 
fight," Mr. Burls said in con- 
o^ng the election. "1 just 
wish for some reason we ^ 
find out ■ why the dtizens 
didn't come out and vote." 


Cambodian army pulls back firom Anlong Yeng 


CHONG KAL, Cambodia 
(R) — Cambodian military 
units have withdrawn from 
the Khmer Rouge northern 
stronghold of Anlong Veng 
^er failing to capture it, 
senior frontline officers said. 
The military had earlier said 
it had taken the base. 

“We pulled out 100 per 
cent — all tanks and trucks 
have pulled out to Chong Kal 
town," said Uong Phot, chief 
of administration for Militajy 
Region 4. 

Local officials said the 
order to withdraw was made 
on April 1 by Major-General 
Khann Savoeun, senior com- 
mander of Military Region 4 
which includes Anlong Veng. 

Mr. Phot told Reuters 
Tuesday that nine tanks, in- 
cluding recently purchased 
Polish-made T-55s, had retre- 
ated fearing bad weather. 


The nearest frontline posi- 
tion to Anlong Veng is now 
37 kilometres west of the 
rebel base, he said. 

Despite the withdrawal, 
security in north east Siem 
Reap i^vince had been dra- 
matically improved since the 
government's ihiiitary opera- 
tions bepn last November. 

The Khmer Rouge are now 
effectively bottled-up in 
several remote locations at 
Anlong Veng and around 
Preah Vihear Temple on the 
fer-north frontier with Thai- 
land, army officers said. 

The deputy chief of staff of 
the Royal C^bodian Armed 
Forces, Lieutenant-General 
Nhek Bun Chhay had earlier 
said government units peace- 
fully captured Anlong Veng 
after its 260 Khmer Rouge, 
defenders crossed to the gov- 
ernment side. 


Now, local army officers 
say they only came within 10 
kilometres of the heavily de- 
fended stronghold and with- 
drew as a precaution against 
getting bogged down by early 
rains. 

“The Khmer Rouge did 
not beat us. We just with- 
drew. We saw the situation 
between us and the enemy 
and it was not good," said 
Colonel Sari, who asked that 
his fill) name not be used. 
"The order is to stop fighting 
from all prongs and with- 
draw. 

“We never entered Anlong 
Veng. The Khmer Rouge 
have dikes that they can re- 
lease to flood the loadud 
trap the government tanks. It 
is impossible to go back to 
Anlong Yeng now because 
the rainy season is coming." 
he said. 
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Russian MPs back bill on 
Chechenya talks, amnesty 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Draft 
legislation aimed at paving 
the way for top-level peace 
talks between Moscow and 
Chechen rebel leaders 
'cleared its first stage in the 
Russian parliament Wednes- 
day. 

The draft proposals, if they 
become law, will allow the 
government to begin talks 
with Chechen rebels to 
obtain an unconditional ceas- 
efire in the breakaway Cau- 
casus republic, Mattered by 
over three months of war 
sintt Moscow's sledgeham- 
mer intervention in Decem- 
ber. 

Tliey also provide for an 
amnesty for "members of 
illegal armed groups'* — 
Moscow’s term for 
Chechenya's rebels — in 
order to “accelerate the 
peace process and end the 
fighting." 

The legislation, the first 
reading of which was adopted 
by 228 votes to 56 by the 
tSuma or lower house, also 
provides for the withdrawal 
of all Moscow's troops when 


foe conflict ends, “except 
those who are stationed there 
permanently," it said, with- 
out indicating numbers. 

The bill would allow the 
establishment of a special 
commission of cabinet and 
parliamentary representa- 
tives under foe leadership of 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, mandated to carry 
out talks on a political settle- 
ment in the region. 

However, it does not spe- 
cify with whom those dis(^ 
sions will be held. 

The Chechen military said 
Monday that talks between 
their representative Aslan 
Maskhadov and Russian 
troojK Commander Anatoly 
Kulikov are to go ahead 
Thursday. 

The Kremlin has always 
refused to talk to fugitive 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, who unilaterally 
declared independence from 
Moscow in 1991, and led 
fierce opposition to Moscow. 

The bill also paves the way 
for the election of a new 
parliament in Chechenya, be- 


fore which a “representative- 
organ" would be set up, com- 
prising "politicians, religious 
personalities and representa- 
tives of the Chedien diaspora 
in Russia." 

The draft proposals were 
lodged by \^ce-rame Minis- 
ter Sergei Shakrai’s Party of 
Russian Unity and Concord, 
which up to now was a 
staunch supporter of the Rus- 
sian intervention in the tiny 
^ucasus republic. 

It was backed by the Com- 
munists, which were opposed 
to the conflict, but Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky's liberal Demo- 
cratic Party voted against the 
biU, saying that it was “prem- 
ature ana did not take into 
account the interests of the 
Russian population in 
Chechenya." 

The bill is to go through its 
second reading on April IS. 

Deputies rejected another 
propel which allowed for 
elections to be held in 
Chechenya as early as May 
on June. 

Meanwhile Russian forces 
resumed their overflights and 


shelHng of separatist ffost- 
tions in southern (Thedienya 
early Wednesday after a 
three-day interruption caused 
by fog. 

Tlie mist which blanketed 
the region since Sunday, 
lifted Wednesday and at 083& 
(0430 GM’n the Russian 
guns opened up on Shall, a 
town 30 kilometres (20 miles) 
south of Grozny the c^'tal. 

Chechen separatists moved 
their temporary headquaitefs 
out of Ghali some days aw 
when it became clear m 
town would soon be ovemin 
in the Russians’ southward 
advance. However groups of 
diehards are stall holding out 
amid the ruins. 

In the past few days, Rus- 
sian troops have seized con- 
trol of Shali and Gudertnes. 
50 kilometres (30 miles) east 
of Grozny. Chechen forces 
-said they were expecting a 
renewed air onslaught in the 
southern highlands where 
Chechen forces havae retre- 
ated along with tens of 
thousands of civilians re- 
fugees. 


1st results show no problems on Romanian plane 


BUCHAREST (R) — First 
(^cial results from the in- 
qpiiy into last week's Roma- 
nian Airbus crash which lol- 
led all 60 people on board 
have not detected any prob- 
lems, officials said wednes- 
da^ 

The commisaon investigat- 
ing the CTBSb of the Btussete- 
boimd Tarom Airlines plane 
said initial analysis of cockpit 
voice recordings showed 
there no tmusnal noises a^ 
nothing out of the mdiBaxy in 
the followed by the 


crew. 


‘The pilot-to-co-pilot 


channel recorded taiw 
the cockint widefa accord with ‘ 
those specified in cockpit lists 
and confirm execution of 
manoeuvres abroad in a nor- 
mal succession and on time," 
the commission said in a 
statement broadcast on 
national radio. 

‘The cockpit noise ehannal 
recorded normal noises 
generated by the coupling 
and operation of on board 
devices and systems and tiie 
eqgine' noise, without any 
ofoer noises." 

The oommiision stressed it 
was stiD waiting for electronic 


flight data to be decoded, 
etndence from the crash 
scene and details of flight 
|dans before h could get a full 
understanding of events. 

The Airbus A310 crashed 
in a snow storm last Friday 
shortfy after takeoff on a 
flight to Brussels from 
Bucharest's Itopeni Airport. 
Thirty^two of tiuMe killed 
were 


to newspaper 
T^orts Tuesday, the oo-iMot 
*f^)orted problems just be- 
fore it (tinnged to the ground 
mintnes after takeoff. 

“Waht the hell is going on 


in the back?" die indraen- 
dent daily Romania Libeita 
qiK^ cc^ot fonel SlM as 
saying on the cockpit voice 
recording. 

Romanian investigators 
cast doubt on that rep^ and 
another from Belghun quot- 
ing Stoi as s^ing ^dus one is 
wrong" in an aroarent refer- 
ence to a feuh shov^g on Us 
control paneL 

T personally have not 
heard StU’s voiot but mayte 
I am hard of bluing," Smin 
Stoicrscii, head of & Lives - 1 
tigating Commission, told 
Rjraters Tuesday. 


Germany urges rich nations to protect climate 


BERLIN (R) ^ German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
Wednesday urged industrial- 
ised states attending the U.N. 
dimate conference to commit 
4beraselves‘*friTnly ■ 

err«;^n ( 

global warmih]^. 

“A signal must go out from 
Berlin that there will be 
fotfoer limitation and reduc- 
tion after the year 2000 of the 
greenhouse gases which are 
damaging the climate." he 
told delegates from some 170 
nations as the conference’s 
critical last phase began. 

With just three days to go 
before the conference closes, 
ministers are hoping they will 
reach the breakthrough 
which eluded bureaucrat- 
level negotiators earlier. 

The 11-day gathering is 
looking for a way to go 
beyond the pledges made by 
industrial countries at the 
1992 Earth Summit in Rio to 
Umir emissions by the year 
2000 of the gases which are 
warming the Earth's surface 
temperature. 

Now they must decide 
what to do after the year 
2000. 

"As a first step towards 


effective climate protection 1 
urge all industrial states: Fol- 
low the example of the Euro- 
pean Union. Join in our com- 
mitment to - stabilise emis- 
ripTfS of cjffbfrn ''dioxide 

Mr: 

Developing countries have 
put forward a draft calling for 
the negotiations which will 
follow the Berlin conference* 
in lead to sharp emissions 
cuts next century by the de- 
veloped world. 

Philippines Environment 
Minister Angel Alcala, 
addressing foe conference on 
behalf of developing coun- 
tries, said the mdustriaJised 
countries responsible for 
most greenhouse emissions 
were not doing enough even 
to meet current pledges. 

"We are united in the con- 
clusion that present commit- 
ments... remain inadequately 
implemented," be said, 
adding that the Third World 
needed money and technolo- 
gy to meet their commit- 
ments. 

Environmentalists wel- 
comed Mr. Kohl's remarks. 

"This was the first time 
that someone has said we 


need to do something here, 
to have reductions in CO 2 ." 
Stephan Singer of the World 
Wide Fund for Nature said. 

The EU is already commit- 
^Itd jetting its* own .output, 
Buf progress at the confer- 
ence has been blocked by its 
inability to persuade major 
producers of greenhouse 
sees mudi as the United 
States. Canada. Japan, Au- 
stralia. and New Zealand to 
join in. 

Diplomatic-level nego- 
tiators argued well into the 
early morning in their second 
straight night-time session 
but railed to achieve a break- 
through. 

“The negotiations will con- 
tinue. No compromise has 
been reached," a spokesman 
for foe German delegation 
said, adding that the frantic 
manoeuvring would resume 
later Wednesday. 

The major air polluters 
fear that cutting back on 
greenhouse gases — mainly 
the fossil-fuel product CO 2 — 
will shackle their industry 
and hit economic growth. 

But Mr. Kohl told dele- 
gates; “It is a dangerous mis- 
take to think that economic 


growth can be achieved in foe 
long term at the expense of 
nature and the enviroli- 
ment." 

Ne^tiators in Berlin hope 
to. fimfo. Jlip.'nith a mandat^ 
setting oat -the terms*'oF>^ - 
frtsh-set of dimate talkslead- 
ing up to the signing of a 
binding inieroationaT pro- 
tocol on climate action by 
1997. 

The United Nations said 
Wednesday the permanent 
secretariat of foe United N»>' 
tions Climate Convention 
will be located in Bonn after 
the German dty heat Geneva 
in an informal vole. 

"There is a coiuwnsus for 
Bonn." a United’ Nations 
spokeswoman said. 

TWo other candidates, the 
Uruguayan capital Monte- 
video and Toronto in Cana-' 
da, bad already been elimin- 
ated in voting Tuesday. 

Geneva bad been an un- 
official fovourite for the seat 
of the secretariat i^cause it 
already hosts the interim sec- . 
retariat and because it is the 
site of the U.N. Environmen- 
tal Proeramme and the 
World Meteorological Oiga- 
nisation. 


Mrs. Mandela seeks court order over sacking 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
ci«) — A defiant Winnie 
Mandela was Wednesday 
preparing a court challenge 
to the drcumstances of her 
dismissal from her estrangi^ 
husband's government, her 
lawyers said. ■ 

Anomey Moses Mavundla 
tdd AFP his parnter, Willie 
Send, planned to file papers 
in the Rand Supreme Court 
here late Wednesday on be- 
half of Mis. Mandela, who 
was fired on March 27 by 
President Nelson Mandela 
from her post . of deputy 
mfnister of arts, culture, sci- 
ence and technology. 

But Mrs. Mandela has little 
chance of success in her court 
action, according to a 
statemetn issued by Mr. 
Mandela's office, and the 
pmident was merely excer- 
ctstng his “constitutional pre- 
rogative to. appoint and dis- 
miss government ministers." 

The statement added that 
Mr. Mandela believed it was 
“highly undesirable to eiw 
gage in any public debate 
with Mrs. Mandela on mat- 
ters of good government, in- 
dudin|; actions that he may 
take from time to time." 

Tbt ruling African.Nation- 
al Congress (ANC) said it 
was “very concerned that 
Mis. Mandela, as a leading 
member of the ANC, has 
decided on a legal course of 
action.” . 

“We regard the action, 
though within her. rights, as 
very unfommate indeed." 

Mr. Mavundla said it 
would “not be prudent" to 
disclose details of the action ' 


but he ronfirmed that among 
chose named in the papers 
are Depuw President Thabo 
Mbeki and veteran politicians 
Govan Mbeki and Malter 
Sisulu. 

The Johannesburg Star 
said Wednesday Mrs. Man- 
dela was seeking a court 
order forcing her husband to 
disclose reasons why he fired 
her and demanding that ANC 
members stop criticising her 
in public and discussing the 
reasons for her dismis^. 

However, the president's 
statement said Mr. Mandela 
was not obliged to give 
reasons for dismissing a 
minister, “a practice recog- 
nised in all modern democra- 
cies.” 

Meanwhile, the Zulu 
nationalist Inkafoa Freedom 
Party will hold an emei^ncy 
meeting this weekend to de- 
cide whether to abandon 
South Africa's constitution- 
making process aher 
Wednesday's deadline for in- 
ternational mediation passed 
without progress. 

The Inkatha Freedom Par- 
ty (IFP) had given ANC and 
the formerly-ruling National 
Party (NP) until wedne^ay 
to set up inteniational'media- 
tion on the position of foe 
Zulu monarch and the pow- 
ers and functions of pro- 
vinces. 

But the ANC has rejected 
mediation, saying there is no 
dispute at pr^nt, while NP 
leader and deputy president, 
F.W. De Klerk, said Tuesday 
that foe three parties should 
meet in order to agree what- 
should be mediated. 


Mr. Buthelea has called a 
meeting of his party's 
decision-making National 
Coundl for Saturday to de- 
cide whether to press ahead 
with their threat to return to 
boycott politics by walking 
out of the Constitutional 
Assembly (CA). 

'Hie CA is the 490-member 
body consisting of both 
houses of parliament that is 
tasked with drawing up a new 
dispensation to come into 
effect after the elections in 
1999, when the present in- 
terim constitution e^ires. 

As the CA is not sitting for 
another two weeks, the IFFs 
threat to walk out is not 
currently an issue. 

In a hint that his hardline 
stance may be softening, Mr. 
Buthelezi denied in a state- 
ment that the IFP had deli- 
vered an ultimatum, saying it 
was a “mistake” in characte- 
rise the IFP’s demands as 
such. 

He said he would take 
proposals put forward by Mr. 
De Klerk to the national 
council. 

Sipo Mzimeia, one of three 
IFP ministers in President ' 
Nelson Mandela's national 
unity cabinet, was quoted in 
Business Day newspaper 
Wednesday as saying the irar- 
ty did not want to be confron- 
tational or obstructionist. ■ 

“We want a solution," Mr. 
Mamela said. “It is badly 
needed, otherwise there 
could be serious repercus- 
sions for South Africa." 

Mr. De Kleric revealed in 
parliament Tuesday that he 
had sent letters to Mr. 


Buthelezi and Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki of the 
ANC in a bid to resolve the 
crisis. 

"At this stage I do not 
want to disclose the essence 
of my proposals, as that 
might be counter-productive, 
Mr. De Klerk told foe Sen- 
ate. 

But NP source said Mr. De 
Klerk had proposed a meet- 
ing between the three parties 
in order to agree on what 
issues were to be mediated 
and had also mooted the pos- 
sibility of using local 
mediators rather than intet^ 
national experts. 

In a seperate develbpment, 
special statistics have re- 
vealed that emigration from 
South Africa showed an in-' 
crease of nearly 50 per cent in 
foe first 10 months of 1994, 
the year a democratic govern- 
ment came to power in the 
country. 

Figures provided by the 
Central Statistical Service 
(CSS) Wednesdasy show 
9,0^ people, mostly whites, 
packed their bags and left 
between January and Octo- 
ber 1^. 

In the corresponding 
period in 1993, 6,0ro South 
Africans emigrated. 

The preferred destination 
for the emigrants was Britain, 
with 2,606 people, followed 
by New Zealand, 1,291 and 
Australia, 1,135. 

Economists said while poli- 
tical violence died down after 
South Africa's historic ^i- 
race elections last April, ris- 
ing crime could have promp- 
ted more people to leave. 
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Shared destiny, responsibility 


IN ACCEPTING the Care IntemadoDal Humanita- 
rian Award for **his distinguished services to human- 
ity,” His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hsssan, the 
R^ent, strewed the need for urgent action to address 
.humanitarian issues worldwide. Poiotiiig out that the 
**fri^e social web has collapsed” the Crown Prince 
said that humanitarian action should target the root 
causes of the problems that bring about so much 
suffering to so many people around the world. 

Prince Hassan was chosen for the award for, among 
other things, his role in promotii^ a **new intema- 
tional hunmnitarian order” that urges new global 
ethics of human responsibility and care. The need for 
this order ‘^amidst the dark despair of the 20th 
century” cannot be clearer. Man-made as weD as 
natural disasters have killed mBBons of people. 
Human beii^ in different parts of the world are 
suffering needlessly: images of starving refugees and 
sick children are constant reminders of the agony to 
which a shockingly large number of people are 
subjected, of the uigency of the need to end thb 
agony. 

nUs is a situation that humanity should not, 
cannot, accept to live with. The responsibility for 
changing it is a shared one. But the ability to do so 
varies among the different nations of the world. 
Accordin^y, the greater burden of bringing about 
this change falls on the more developed nations, those 
with the economic and technical abilities to inakc a 
difference. 

As Prince Hassan pointed out, humanitarian aid 
that treats the symptoms while gnoring the causes is 
worse than no aid at all. One-time aud that targets the 
consequences of any urgent disaster wiD not lead to a 
lasting remedy to the social, economic and educational 
imbalances that often account for the suffering of 
many people. The new humanitarian ord«* that 
humanity neeiis should address the economic dispari- 
ties that oftoi put the have-nots at a disadvantage that 
win continue to hinder development unless it is 
checked and immediately so. On the short-tom, it is 
the have-nots who will be most adversely affect^ by 
the failure of the world to create a human order that 
would seek to end the suffering of all peoples. But, on 
the Img-term, the whole worid, espedally the indus- 
trialised and rich North, will have to share the 
consequences of failing to redress the imbalances that 
divide the peoples the earth. 

The growing interdependence and interconnected- 
ness amoig countries of the worid have made it 
inevitable that instability in any part of the world will 
have its reverberation long b^’ond its immediate 
locality. The industrial world wiU not continue to 
prosper without the markets of the less developed 
countries. The long-term wen-being of the developed 
North win depend on the long-term wdl-being of the 
underdevdop^ South. Only the blind can ignmo this 
fact in the new p<ditical and economic world orders. 
Hence is the impcwtance of the building of a new 
humanitarian order that would focus <m alleviating 
the suffering of the less fortunate people of the world, 
assist in the development of the less endowed countries 
and place the human being at the top of its list of 
priorities. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ON THE eve of the United Nations Security Council 
review of the sanctions imposed on Iraq, Al Dustour 
Arabic daily on Wednesday dealt with the topic saying the 
continuation of the sanctions is dearly unjustified. The 
paper said it has become dear that the continuation of the 
sanctions is a public dictation by the U.S. to the Security 
Coundl. if it not a pure American decision that is forced on 
the council. The paper said the continuation of this siege, 
which starves the Iraqi people and constitutes a reminder of 
the medieval sieges, has lost all Justification and has 
become a crime against humanity. It said millions of 
innocent dvilians. espedally children and women who had 
no role in the Gulf war. are being tortured and deprived of 
food and medidne as a result of the sanctions. It said since 
it is believed that all eloquent moral appeals will not 
succeed in breaking the siege as it enters its fifth year, there 
should be a va.st popular Arab and Islamic movement to 
practise all possible pressure, especially on the U.S.. which 
shows an unlimited underestimation of the feelings of 
hundreds of millions of Arabs and Muslims. 


A COLOUMNIST in A) Ra'i. Ahmad Al Musleh, on 
Wednesday commended former Yemeni president Ali 
Nasser Mohammad for his self-critidsm and for estab- 
lishing an Arab streategic studies centre which is currendy 
holding its first meeting in Damascus with the attendance 
of 170 Arab intellectuals. The writer said he was pleased by 
Mr. Mohammad's description of the way in which dedsions 
made in the Arab World. Mr. Musleh said the former 
Yemeni president hopes that the establishment of this 
centre would help Arab dedskm-makers to take well- 
studied decisions through the use of a pan-Arab national 
information network specialised in political, sodal, econo- 
mic. cultural, defence and other fields. The writer asked 
what new could this centre add to the work of the existing 
pan-Arab institutions? Within this context, he said, the 
prevailing situation proves that joint-Arab action institu- 
tions are almost dead or paralysed. He added that fences 
and walls arc becoming firmer among Arab countries at a 
time when they are being removed elsewhere in the world. 
Still, he welcomed the establishment of the centre and 
voiced hope that it will play a construaive role. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Picnic facUities, picnic ethics and the authorities 



SPRING IN our pan of the world is a particularly nice 
season. The scenery in most parts of the Kingdom is 
spectacular indeed and the weather is extremely benign and 
congenial to all sorts of outings. On most week days, but 
e^dally on weekends, people seek the many beautiful 
hills and valleys for ftesh air, for spotting the various exotic 
flowers and plants which blossom in abundance this time of 
year, for fun. for recreation and for food feasts. Unfortu- 
nately, however, such happy picture is often incomplete: 
Many inconveniences, fimtrations and (at times) fatal 
incidents occur, turning such a pleasant experience into an 
unpleasant one and such a blessing into a curse. 

The inconveniences and thistrations abound. Take, for 
example, the outing space itself. Very often, it is difficult to 
find a place to picnic. Most public space is off limits for 
picnickers, for a variety of reasons — some areas are 
off-limits because the at^orities wish to protect the trees 
from picnickers (and probably rightly so), some for military 
and security purposes, and some because they are privately 
owned or have been declared private, etc. In the places you 
find, there are hardly any fadlities: no garbage containers, 
no benches, no barbecue grills, no parking space. Most 
roads leading to such places are either extremely narrow or 
in very bad shape. The idea of a national, regional or local 
park (with the clear exception of the Amman National 
Park) is almost nonexistent. As in the case of the many 
activities we find ourselves engaged in our society at large, 
the experience of picnicking is extremely uncatered and 
uncared for, disorganised, arbitrary, haphazard and chao-' 
tic. 

The lack of organisation, commitment and responsibili^ 
vis-a-vis picnicking on part of the concerned authorities is 
matched (outmatched even) by a most careless, reckless 
and irresponsible behaviour on part of the picnickers 
themselves. 

Many picnickers come to the scene in large vehicles, not 
just buses (which is okay, even though many of our roads 
leading to outing areas are too narrow for buses) but in 
lorries and trucks of all shap|K and sizes. Some of these 
vehicles cannot park on the side of the road, which is too 
small for them, so they have to cram themselves into the 
already crammed space. And it does not matter how many 
trees they bump into and damage, how much of the view 


they block, how much smoke and fume they emit (I do not 
know why many drivers of such vehicles keep the engjne 
running after they park), how many kids they are about to 
run into or actually run over. etc. 

One does not know whether to keep one's eyes on the 
view or on one's own children. It has become fashionable, 
it seems, for motorist picknickers to park not on the- 
roadside but under the tree they wish to sit under. 1 cannot 
for the life of me know how some of our motorists get their 
vehicles under trees in some of our deep valleys and 
precipitous hills, trees which sheep have a tough time 
reaching. 

But imagine also what happens when truck-loads of 
humans are emptied into a small space: the noise they 
make, the gartoge they leave behind, the mess they 
punctuate nature with when they respond to the call of 
nature (in the absence of bathrooms, nature becomes a 
bathroom) . the branches of trees they cut to play with or to 
decorate their vehicles, the fire hazard they cause when 
they dump burning coal and embers and leave. You get the 
picture. 

Such recklessness becomes a lot more hazardous and 
dangerous when picnickers come to water reservoirs. Do 
you think a driver who forced a car under a tree on a 
precipitous hill would hesitate one second to take a swim in 
a harmless-looking lake? Do you think a child who is let 
loose from a truck-load, without any instruction or 
guidance from his/her parents,, would hesitate one moment 
to take a dive in water, especially if nobody is there to stop 
him or her? And who is there to stop him/her. 

^mething must be done, and speedily. The first thing 
we say is what we always say when we tackle problems of 
this nature: education. Parents have to take themselves 
seriously (and in my opinion, a comfortable majority of 
parents in our sodety do not qualify as parents). It is their 
job. it is their duty, it is their calling and mission in life to 
enlighten their kids, to make them see and understand, to 
explain what danger is to them, to lay out the rules and to 
train them to obey and respect them. But can we trust the 
parent who crams the car under and into a tree on the said 
hill to be responsible parent? Teachers have also to take 
themselves seriously. And the teaching syllabus has to be 
taken seriously. What is the use of 16 years of learning or 


more if they do not have a tangible impact oh my behaviour 
in public*’ What is the use of education if it does not teach 
me to respect the rights of others? What is the use of it if it 
does not teach me to comprehend the concept of danger 
and limits? 

But we do not want discourse on education to m an 
excuse for procrastination. We do not want to wail until the 
generation is enlightened and educated — until we learn to 
park on the side of the road and to put out the fire after we 
barbecue or not to mistake cars for donkeys and sheep. We 
want the authorities to act now. 


First of all, we want to define outing are^ more clearly 
and to expand them. And we want fadlities in those areas. 
We are all taxpayers and we have the right to see concrete 
results in return. We want (excuse the level of our 
aspirations) garbage containers, bathrooms, barbecue 
grills, parking space, etc. 

Above all. we want official guidance and supervision. 
Why is it that in most fortunate countries in the world there 
are guai^ and supervisors at outfng and picnic areas and 
here there are not? Should nor there be guards (alert and 
responsible guards that is) at our reservoirs whose job is to 
prevent reckless adults and innocent children from ^m- 
ming in these fatal places? Why do we leave everything to 
the conscience or personal judgement of the individual and 
to chance? A couple of days ago. I read in the newspapers 
that, in one day. four people drowned in separate 
ind(tents. at some of our reservoirs. And the season has not 
yet started. We are not the U.S. or Canada; we do not have 
so many lakes, reservoirs and seas, and surely we can 
appoint some guards at our major reservoirs. But even in 
Canada and the U.S., where many people swim well and 
appreciate danger more than we do. you are not allowed to 
swim except in the presence of a lifeguard. But we, and 
most of us are not good swimmers, can swim anywhere in 
the Dead Sea or the Gulf of Aqaba, without the presence 
of lifeguards. 

We need speedy action regarding this important activity 
to stop the ongoing inconvenience and to prevent more 
tragic accidents from happening. We are not doing much at 
the level of prevention; what we do a lot of is cry over 
spilled milk. 



Pretending didn’t help 


Somalia and won’t help Haiti 


The U.S. administration has an important lesson to learn 
from the conflicts in Haiti and Somalia. It is that there 
can be ‘no multilateralism without unilateralism’ 


By Thomas L. Friedman 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
— As President Bill Clinton 
strode onto the makeshift 
stage to address U.S. troops 
in Haiti before they hand^ 
off their mission to the Un- 
ited Nations, music started 
to blare torongh loudspeak- 
ers. 

Only it was not “Hail to 
the Chief with vdiich U.S. 
soldiers greeted their com- 
mander. It was the Fock- 
and-TOll song "Round and 
Round.” There was a 
celebratory, hij^fives feel 
to the ceremony, as both 
the president and the troops 
savored the moment: They 
bad defied the critics, made 
the Haiti mission something 
to be proud of and given 
this sad, dirt-poor nation a 
second chance to climb out 
of the abyss of military ride 
in which it had wallow^ for 
the last three years. 

But on the et^es of the 
ceremony there were v4iis- 

e iTs allegations that 

aiti's interior minister was 
involved in the murder of a 
leading oppt^tion figure. 

Thc^ vidiispers were a 
reminder that the habits of 
violence here die hard, and 
that while the United States 
has succeeded in stabilising 
Haiti, no one knows for 
how long. The uncertainty 
gMws at everyone here. It 
might also explain why the 
U.S. troops greeted Mr. 


Qinton with "Round and 
Round." It was a warning. 
The main verse is: 
"Another day, another 
way, what comes around 
goes around." 

If Mr. Qinton is to pre- 
vent Haiti's past from 
haunting its future tiiere is 
one thing he should be 
thinking about: Somalia. 
Remember what went 
wrong in Somalia. It can be 
summed up in two words: 
"Let's pretend.” 

In May 1993 the Qinton 
administration formally 
turned over die Somalia 
rescue operation to the 
U.N. Mr. Qinton took a 
walk on the White House 
lawn, flanked by smiling 


Somalia was the United 
States, but psychologically, 
the. administration had 
checked out. So there was 
no policy coordination. 
And in short order, 18 
American soldiers got kil- 
led, Mr. Clinton got 
blamed. United Nations 


. peacekeeping got discre- 
dited and 


go^ destnwed. 
to 


Somalia's hopes 


U.S. txocm who' had ju^ 
returned ftoi 


m Mogadi^u. 
Tbat {ticture was meant 
to symbolise a mission 
accomplished and a shift of 
responsibility to the United 
Nations — as if the U.N. 
were some independent 
force ftom another planet. 
From tiien on, reporters 
askii^ about Somalia policy 
were told to call U.N. 
Secretary Generri Boutros 
Ghali at (212) 963-5012. 

But it was all pretend. 
The reality was that 
thousands of U.S. troops 
were still in So mali a — the 
backbone of the operation 
— but under a Tivitish 
U.N. commander. 
Militarily, the U.N. in 


Flash forward to last 
week. Same president. 
Same photo-opportunity. 
Same message; mission 
accomplished — we’re turn- 
ing this baby over to the 
U.N. Mr. Qinton is right; 
U.S. troops shouldn't stay 
in Haiti indefinitely. 

But during this transition 
— from now until Febru- 
ary, when Haiti is supposed 
to have a functioning gov- 
ernment, police and new 
elections — it is essential 
that the administration 
keep a vigilant eye on this 
place. If Haiti slips back 
into the abyss, let it not be 
because the United States 
preteivled that it was all up 
to the U.N. 

The early signs are good: 
The 6.000-strong Haiti 
U.N. force, which includes 
2,400 U.S. soldiers, is being 
led by an American gener- 
al. (The only bad sign from 
the ceremonies here was 
that most of the white doves 
that President Qinton and 
Mr. Aristide released at the 


end refused to fly. Several 
doves that did get off the 
ground flew too low and 
were snatdied by the Hai- 
tian crowd). 

If the Clinton foreign 
policy team has learned 
anything these past two 
years I hope it is this: There 
is DO multilateralism with- 
out unilateralism. 

Unless you first show 
people that you are ready to 
go alone, you will never 
have partneis to go with 
you. In Somalia, the Clin- 
ton team tbou^t that the 
U.N. could substitute for 
U.S. leadership, power and 
vision. It cannot. 

In Haiti. Mr. Clinton 
realised that the only way to 
invade and get the job done 
was to go alone and look for 
U.N. partners later. What 
was true at the start is true 
at the end. The onl^ way to 
mthdraw with the job done 
right is to maintain respon-' 
sibilify and look for U.N. 
backing later. 

Have no illusions, Mr. 
Prerident, you just handed 
off to yourself in Haiti. 
Think of Haiti that way. 
and you might be able to 
keep it in your foreign poli- 
cy success column. Play 
let's pretend again, and 
what went around here te- 
fore will surely come 
around a gain. 


77ie New York Times. 


Authoritarianism 
seen on rise in ex- 


Soviet Union 


By Anatoly Verbin 
Reuter 


MOSCOW -— Tbe winds of 
democracy appear to be 
subsiding in many parts of 
the former Soviet Union 
where state leaders, most 
of them former top com- 
munists. are looking in- 
creasingly authoritarian,* 
pMUtical analysts say. 

Many of the leaders, bat- 
tling parliament, are set to 
stay in power'into the next 
millenium and' some have 
extended their terms in 
office without elections, 
saying this is necessary to 
push reforms forward and 
secure stability in the tran- 
sition period. 

Opponents explun the 
trend as the legacy of the 
communist past and a lack 
of democratic traditions. 


mccra 
s ^ec 
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"I would love to take our 
deputies in parliament and 
send them into orbit 
aboard one of our rock- 
ets," Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchina said in a 
recent interview. “We 
would welcome them back, 
say, in two years with open 
arms." 

Critics say Russian lead- 
er Boris Yeltsin is no ex- 
ception, even though he 
has committed himself to 
economic reforms. 

In January 1991, when 
troops of the then Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
used tanks to crush what 
the Kremlin saw as a separ- 
atist rebellion in Uthuania, 
Mr. ^ Yeltsin flew to tiie 
Baltic republics to support 
them against Moscow. 

But, in December 1994, 
Mr. Yeltsin sent thousands 
of troops and heavy annour 
to put an end to Checheny- 
a's separatism in Russia. 

Indiscriminate use of 
force, with thousands of 
civilians killed, triggered an 
outcry at home and abroad. 
But the Russian leader has 
shown little remorse. 

‘Chechenya really indi- 
cated a move towards a 
tough authoritarian reg- 
ime," Igor Klyamkin, a 
leading Russian political 
analyst, told Reuters. "A 
folly authoritarian regime 
has not fomed yet, but the 
tendency is deepening." 

Many of Mr. Yeltsin's 
democratic allies aban- 
doned him over Chechenya 
and portray him as manipu- 
lated b)f a "party of war" 
hawks intending to keep 
him in power for their own 
goods. 

Mr. Klyamkin said Mr. 
Yeltsin's shift towards au- 
thoritarian rule started in 
the autumn of 1993. when 
he dissolved parliament 
and blasted it with tanks to 
suppress a hardline rebel- 
lion. 

Mr. Yeltsin's arch-foe. 
former vice-president Ale- 
xander Rutskoi, accuses 


the president and his dn- 
tourage of preparing ] to 
cancel presidential e 
tions scheduled for 1 
Kremlin aides firmly dis- 
missed Mr. Rutskoi's 
charge and say Mr. Yel 
has indictable dem 
.tic credentials. 

'.But Mr. Klyamkin a. 
move towards authoata- 
rian rule looked inevitable, 
although it was not dear 
how tou^ it would became 
— keeping some demccra 
tic features, such as Sec- 
tions, or not. 

Respected emi 
ter Vladimir Maksimov 
warned of the dangers ia an 
article before his rerent 
death, demanding a "^p 
(to) tive drift towards au- 
thoritarian stagnation 
which is lethal and destruc- 
tive." 

Elsewhere in the former 
Soviet Union, although all 
the newly independent 
states deny they are un- 
democratic, critics see au- 
thoritarian trends. 

In Turkmenistan, Presi 
dent Saparmurat bHyazov, 
who prefers the name of 
Turkmenbashi (father of all 
Turkmen), enjoys almost 
unlimited power and has 
used a referendum to ex- 
tend his presidency for an 
extra five years, until 2002. 

Islam I>^rimov of Uzbe 
kistan won a similar re- 
ferendum last month and 
will rule until the year 
2000. 

Kazakh leader Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, who was due 
to face the voters in De- 
cember 1996, -has decreed a 
referendum on April 29 on 
whether to extend his term 
in office until December 
2000. 

Mr. Nazarbayev dis- 
banded parliament this 
month after the constitu- 
tional court in his oil-rich 
former Soviet republic de- 
clared the gener^ election 
of Marsh 19M illegal. Mr. 
Nazarbayev said he would 
rule by decree pending 
fresh pariiamentary polls. 

In Kyrgyzstan, Askar 
Akayev appears to be pre- 
paring to stue a similar 
poll, while Tajik leader 
Emomali Rakhmonov 
organised elections making 
it impossible for the 
opposition to run. 

The president of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, is 
trying to force parliament 
to go and is ^man'ding 
more powers. 

In Azerbaijan, veteran 
leader Haydar Aliyev has 
launched a crackdown on 
dissent and many potitical 
opponents have be.en 
arrested since an attempted 
coup was crushed last 
month. 

In Ukraine, Mr. Kuchma 
and his parliament, acting 
together for once, have 
cracked down on separat- 
ism in Crimea. 








komus 



in 


' f 






I^espite 




&'"9 "J** 

, er 

S in Pa 

' C''® 




^^Por 




t » 


■ r . .f 

», I ’ 

•i s- f. . . 




•c 












April 6, 1995 

Pubiisbed £veiy Thursday 


the . 

■ --W;; ■ 


.. .'“.^ Jad *^'5rri^' 


. ••rA* *i 


Jordanian writers torn between 
Abu Aijamajem and normalisation 


By Mohammad Mashariqa 


Vl/bcn Muniz Razzaz, the president of the Jordanian 
^^jiters Association, was asked what made him 
jtsiga recently, be said that he could no longer work 
with coheames who were the likes of Abu A1 
Jaaaiem (mtber of skeleton) or Umm A1 Ghadab 
(mo^er of anger). 

Such, expr^ons (remember Saddam Hussein's 
Umm 'A1 Maar'k — the mother of battles) entered 
inm 'tbe Arabic lexicon during the 70s as nom de 
guerre for ^estinian Sgbters. 

;'7hey included fearful terms such as lion, t(ger, 
biatcb^, anger, knight. Other more romantic names 
sUch as Haneen (nostalgia), Jaleel (respected) 
^aam (peace) were also used. 

Those who are following the writer’s association 
election; to be held Friday, can feel the extent of 
lustration that led Mr. Razzaz to resign to escape 
' the ferror of Abu Al Jamagem, (a symbol of those 
vdm dp not believe in dialogue, and claim monopoly 
oii nationalism and the absolute truth). 

,, ' The term Umm A1 Ghadab that Mr. Raaaz used 
.ito describe a female in the leading aymmittee of the 
assodatroji caanof be applied to any of the prominent 
{frm^e writers in the comim'ttee. Raja Abu Gbazalah 
■ and Basma A1 Nsur. 


'*A group of opposition factions who are based in 
Pamascus and allied with extreme Jordanian leftists, 
commonly agreed on the political slogans which were 
used during the armed struggle period,*’ with Israel, 
candidate for the administrative committee, Ram a- 
dan Rawasbdeh, said. 

Since die ^tablishment of the Jordanian Writers 
Association in 1974, intellectual terror was a major 
teo7 in the elections. A s£ni^/e was always going on 
between revolutionaries, ultra^revolutionary groups, 
progressive militants and pro-regime elements. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

Since the assocradon was established in 1974, ‘its 
demons were always characterised by having two 
forces soughing to control it. The struggle was 
between extremist revolutionaries and moderates, at 
one time or between the former and pro-re^me 
forces. These parties have always been exchanging 
accusations. 

Today, the struggle is over normalising ties with 
Israel. It is clear that the language used to describe 
adversaries is still rimilar to that used in the 1970s 
despite all the changes and developments witnessed 


in the repon and the world as a whole. • 
Candidate Salem Nadiras, wiio is running for the 
presidency, said: ’‘The struggle sow in the associa- 
tion is between nationalists who reject the Osh and 
Washington accords and a small group a/ded with 
Zionists. *' 

In an address delivered at the Islamic Studies 
Centre recently, Mr. Nahhas called for G ating 
normalisation, since if they did not, Urael would 
dominate Jordan politically, culturally and economi- 
cally. 

Mr. Nabhas’s ideological colleague and campaig- 
ner i^aJbdn Kawar, who is secretary general of the 
Arab Writers Union, diroatened in a column pub- 
lished in the weekly Sdlhan to expel the JWA nom 
the union if pro-normalisation writers won the 
election. 

Jdradiin Al Absi, a strong candidate for the 
presit^cy, said: “The most important aspect of this 
gear's election is the langu^ being used.” 

Mr. Absi added: “The anti-normalisation-slogan is 
a false formula that seeks to affect people’s emotions 
and divert attention from the malfunctioning in the 
association’s structure. Moderate candidates are 
advocating democracy and reqiect Ibr inrellecnia/ 
and cultural pluralism, to replace militancy.” 
Another candidate for the administrative board. 


Abdullah Radwan, said efforts should be directed at 
saleguardtffg the assodacron and updating ib woriting 
medianisms. The political slogan “resisting nonna- 
lisation” raised by Salem Nahhas’s team is deceithii 
and illusive, because the talks are within the sphere 
of politics Md not culture. 

Mr. Radwan, who works at the Ministry of 
Culture, diarged as being the goveromejir’s candi- 
date, says that these accusations are mere lies and 
cheap fybrications and a new kind of terrorism. 

He says that the association and the intellectuals 
themselves had always been demanding that the 
Minisoy of Culture employ writers and intellectuals. 

. He adds tiiat Minister of Culture Samir Habasbneh 
bad ofBdally declared that be would not interfere in 
the elections and that be respected the will of the 
majority and would cooperate with any elected 
board, re^rdless of political or inteUectiid stands. 

The assodatioa’s Friday elections are of vital 
importance because of the role this institution is 
playing in the life of Jordanians. 

“Either the assodation will transform its role and 
fimction in this period, or it will end and vanirii under 
a thick cover of smoke, made of loud voices and 
revolutionary slogans, ” said the poet, Basel Raffu’a, 
editor of Al RaTs cultural pages. 
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Recogn ising the brave, the accomplished and the aspiring civil servant 
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nationality, manufactures tyres for Italy’s 
automobile producer, FIAT, and also markets 
chocolates. His Jordanian side finds him 
organising tour groups from northern Italy who 
fly to JoT^n on Royal Jordanian. 

From Europe. President of the Federal 
Republic of Germany Roman Herzog has 
awarded Sami A. Habibi, director of the 
Theodor Schneller School in Amman, Germany’s 
Order of Merit First Class, in recognition of. . 
Habibi’ s ‘V^l^^^otion ^^^l^^f^^tion 


Nart Bouran on assignment in 
Mogadishu 

The road to Cairo: In media circles Amman 
loses to Cairo with the departure this coming 
week of Reuters Television Senior Producer Nart 
Bouran. With five years under his belt with 
Reuters, Bouran is off to Cairo to take charge of 
television operations for the interruitional news 
agency in Egypt. Bouran, a graduate of 
International Relations from Syracuse University 
in upstate New York, covered the Middle East 
Peace conference in Madrid (then as a producer 
with VISNEWS) straight through to the signing 
of the Jdrdanian-lsraeli Peace Treaty last 
October. " Admired and certain to be missed by 
all his colleagues and friends, Bouran is looking 
forward to his new assignment with the 
professionalism, energy and good humour he is 
known for. 


Recognition of other sorts: Jordan’s 
honorary consul in Turino, Italy, Mustafa 
Safarini, was awarded the Istiklal Medial of the 
Second Order this week for his services to the 
Kingdom. Safarini , a businessman with dual 


Habibi’:^l{i^l^^^^otion I^^^^fJM;ation 
orphanpi&'jfiw^ ’ At 

speciah'cererndny of his residence, Ambassador 
to Jordan Heinrich Reiners ’ presented Habibi 
with the award, congratulating him on 
continuing the vision bf Theodor Schneller who 
, came to Palestine iri the late 19th century and 
’established the school in order to provide 
underprivileged children with solid vocational 
training and to help them secure employment 
after their apprenticeship. The Theodor 
Schneller School, which was inaugurated by His 
Majesty King Hussein on Nov. 17, 1966 in the 
Russeifeh district of Amman, is a charitable 
institution run by the Episcopal Church in 


Jerusalem and the Middle East, together with the 
i4ssociorion of Churches and Missions in South 
Western Germar^. 

Port of call: Docked at Aqaba and not 

pidling up anchor until Friday, the British Royal 
Navy frigate, the H.M.S. Montrose, and its 
commander and crew have played hosts to 
guests from the Aqaba community on board. A 
reception Monday evening brought prominent 
’Aqcu>a officiaisaifiat^^^sidents. and 


procedures . According to Dr. Zaki, the 30 
course participants will have two hours of legal 
instruction on laws and applicable penalties with 
regard to health control violations. If Mr. Al 
Fayez rounds last Tuesday were succes^l, those 
he visited should have nothing to fear when the 
health inspectors make their spot checks. 





German Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich 
Reiners presents Sami A. Habibi, 
director of the Theodor Schneller 
School, widi Germany*s Order of Merit 
First Class 


Aqaba officiah»ymd^j^sidents . and 

mingle with'^^e. fngtae's'coma&tmfar^ohn 
Arrow, and his crew of 14 officihrs^anffU57 
sailors. On what the British embassy described 
as a friendly visit, the frigate ’ team held sports 
maiches against the Royal Jordanian Navy and 
even against their mates on the embassy staff. 
On Wednesday the crew saluted children from 
the S.O.S. Village in Aqaba who were taken on a 
tour of the frigate and hosted to a luncheon on 
board. Not to be outdone, the British Embassy 
hosted a return reception for commander, 
officers, sailors, diplomats, officials and 
civilians. Embassy staff who had been down in 
Aqaba for the earlier part of the visit and who 
had returned, had not reported to work 
Wednesday. So was it the game, the food or the 
Aqaba sun? We are still waiting to hear. 


Beating the inspection clock: While some 
were busy at play, others, like our acting 
governor of Aqtd?a, Thamer Al Fayez, were busy 
looking into environment and health situations 
in his area of jurisdiction. On the same day, 
Tuesday, he presided over a meeting hf the 
Aqaba Municipal Council at which it was 
decided to ”spray Aqaba” and in the 
afternoon, the acting governor drove to the 
Queirah Strict, 50 Hlometres north of Aqaba, 
to decide on the health conditions of a chicken 
slaughterhouse. It could be that Mr. Al Fayez 
H'os one step ahead of his Amman Municipality 
. colleagues who only Monday launched what 
health advisor Hussein Zaki described as a 
health inspectors refivsher course. The refresher 
is meant for inspectors from the ministries of 
agriculture and health to bring them up to date 
on meat and livestock inspection standards, 
related legislation. and quality control 






Ohly the slightest flinch: Her Majesty 
Queen Noor reacts with gracious good 
humour as a large photograph crashes to 
the floor from the wall behind her during 
her address to the '’Seeds of Peace” 
awards dinner Tuesday in New York. 
Queen Noor and Reuma Weizman, 
Israel’s first lady, were honoured for 
their contributions to peace in the 
Middle East. (AFP photo) 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Marxieh — a voice for change 


Marzieh rose to prominence as 
a singer in her native iran dur- 
l A ihg the 1940s. Despite a damp 
down on arists of aii disdpiines 
: and a direct order which pre- 

"P vented her singing in pubiic for 
k-:' 15 years, Marzieh refused to 
p; ieave. her homeiand untii a 
p chance meeting in Paris made 
her think she might have a 
louder voice outside iran Be- 
V: verely Andrew, reports from 
'p France. 

■ 

MORZIEH is a warm duced. In July 1994 Mar- 
woman whose gentle rieh took the enoimot^ 
^uty belies her 70 years, step of leaving Iran in 
^ is also one of the order to actively campaip 
y finest traditional singers hr the collapse of me 
tiiaf Iran has ever pro- present regjnie. 


Ftom her secluded Paris 
residence Mardeh speaks 
about the reasons beb/nd 
her dedsion to leave her 
homeland and the pas- 
sions that fuel her work. 

“The main reason I left 
was the increasiDg oppres- 
sion which was being im- 
posed on an almost daily 
basis in my countiy. / was 
under so much pressure 
that I decided to leave the 
prison created by the poli- 
tical regime in Iran and 
come to the West. For all 
artists there now it is an 
impossible existence. 77ie 
government silences all 
those who speak out 
gainst it. *’ 

Fighting words from a 
woman in her seventies, 
but Maizieh is unsbake- 
able in her resolve to do 
what ever she can to 
change the present condi- 


tions in han. 

“I am not affaid to be 
killed by them because my 
blood is the same as others 
who have been executed 
by this regime. My 
weapon is my voice and I 
live for my art. ” 

Marzieh’s dedsion to 
leave the country was also 
greatly inBueaced by a 
chance meeting in Paris 
with Mariam Rajavi. the 
president-elect of the 
National Coundl of Re- 
sistance, of present the 
leading oppodtion party. 

Marzieb’s meeting was 
pivotal in “giving me hope 
that it is po^'ble for things 
to change in my coanOy. ** 
Upon her arrival in Paris 
Marzieh . became an oiti- 
dal member of the orga- 
nisation. 

Maxzieh’s szQ^g career 
began in the 19^ and 


quickly received national 
prominence. She was the 
tirst Iranian woman to 
have her own radio station 
and as a performer Mar- 
rieh developed a repeteire 
of over a thdusanm songs 
which when placed tack 
to back chart the entire 
history of Iranian music. 

The tradition of J^anian 
' classical singers dates back 
to the beginning of this 
centuiy and the advent of 
ndio. 

This medium proved 
successful and the perfor- 
mers were soon tamed 
into national icons. But all 
this was brought to an 
abrupt halt with the Ira- 
nian revolution. 

Shortly after the mul- 
lahs took control and all 
popular music was ban- 
ned, Marzieh recalls: “All 
artists were placed under 
such extreme pressure 


drat many died as a re- 
sult. ” 

For over 15 years Mar- 
zieb was not allowed to 
perform in pubUc and wqs 
forced to go to the moun- 
tains in order to practice. 
Although she received 
numerous invitations to 
sing abroad she turned 
them all down. With the 
Ayatollah’s death, condi- 
tions began to e^ and 
Marzieh was at last 
allowed to perform again 
but only before on audi- 
ence of women, a situa- 
tion which she found un- 
acceptable. 

In the end Marzieh took 
the painBil dedsion to 
leave. "I leff my only 
daugfiter and grandson as 
well as my brothers, and all 
the people I love, to start 
to completely different 
life. Although it was a 
very difficult dedston, I 


felt it was absolutely 
necessary because only 
outside Iran could I in- 
form the world of the 
problems which exist in 
my countiy and, hopeful- 
ly, persuade ^rvemments 
abroad to stop supporting 
this regime. ” 

The human rights 
abuses comnutted under 
the present government 
are, she notes, well re- 
corded. A report com- 
piled by the all-party Brit- 
ish Pariiament^ Human 
Rights Group, recently 
brought to light the an- 
ting humiliation Iranian 
women are subjected to, 
including restricted access 
to education and employ- 
ment, severe fninishment 
for those who do not cover 
diemselves Bom head to 
foot in public and even 
restricted travel, requiring 
married women to obtain 


their husband's permis- 
sion for all trips'. 

It is perbaps not surpris- 
ing that under these condi- 
tions the suicide rate 
among Iranian women is 
firing. 

Marzieh observes: “/ 
think it is important for , 
those in the West to know ' 
what conditions are h‘ke in \ 
Iran and help us to work 
for change to create a land • 
of ireethm and hope. ” 

Marzieh is planning a 
series of concerts in 
Europe for Iranian exiles. 
Her long tenn goals, as 
she expresses k, is simply ‘ 
to play a part, however 
small, in helpmg change i 
conditions in her native t 
Iran so that one day the 
rights of all its citizens, ' 
irre^yective of class, pro- 
fession or gender, might 
be respected — Middle 
East Magazine. 
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Only the lonely 


By JSsan-ClaiMfe Elias 


The maii’-niachine relation has always been more or 
iess 'problematic. The more sophisticated the 
machine is, the more difScuIt the relation. 

While the madiine, which is a man~made product, 
has always proven useful to man — otherwise why 
would he have invented it? — It is sometimes blamed 
for the negative consequences of its usage by man. 
What easier escape than jmtting the blame on a 
**thing** &at cannot argue with you or defend itself? 

They say that guns are dsmgerous. We all know 
about the old philosophical question that we are not 
trying to address here anyway — it's not guns but 
their usage by mao that makes them dangerous; guns 
are dummy objects. Debatable... 

Computers have become an essential tool in our 
daily life and already some vital functions in our 
sodety simjily cannot work without computers. 
Banks, airlines, telephone and satellite communica-- 
tions for instance simply cannot operate without 
computers. Personal Computers (PC^) however are 
being accused of driving people, the young more 
particularly, to hneliness, to isolation. 

If computer games take the major share of the 
blame, PC communications are also targeted. 
Tbou^ not common in the hCddle East, not yet at 
/easf, **remote home workers'’ have become a new 
Species in some industrialised Western countries. 
They stay at home, working from a PC that is linked, 
via the regular telephone network, to their employer. 
The type of jobs mat cou/d be done tbrougft siicb a 
system are many: translation, typing, book keeping, 
writing, desk top publishing, Vandal analysis, and 
so on. The ‘'remote home workers’' rarely go to see 
■the boss, even their salary is threcdy Cran^emed (o 
their bank accounts at the end of the mondi. 

Last year, the American music industry diswvered 
a way to save money by asking well-known (therefore 



expensive) singers to “phone in" their vocal con- 
tribution via Ae EDNET (Entertainment Digital 
Network) instead of coming to the recording studio. 
Tony Bennett in New York, Lisa Minelli in Brazil 
and Charles Aznavour in Lonrton sar^ duets with 
Frank Sinatra who was in... Los Angeles. The 
recording was of laser CD quality thanks to the 
fiber-optic telephone lines and the disc a major hit. 

We still haven 't fyund an equilibrium for a rational 
“modus vivendi" with hi-tech equipment. It is 
certainly not tedmolo^'s fault but ours. We mast 
learn how to evaluate things. If Lisa Minelli can’t 
really make it to Los Angeles to meet Sinatra and 
sing with him t hen it's probably alright to do it 
through the EDNET. On the other hand if nothing 
prevents her from making the trip, then maybe 
sieging with the crooner, together in the same room, 
physially, next to each other may create a ivanner 
recording and a more naturally sounding recording. 

.If it's raining outside and all your friends are busy, 
then playing a computer tennis game may be a good 
thing to do. On the other hand if the weather is 
Honolulu-like and your best invites you to play 
real tennis, on a real court, going to tfae PC would be 
a crazy thing to do. 

Technolo^ does not isolate us. We isolate 
ourselves. It may take us a while before we Gnd a 
smooth, harmonious way to live with it. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


ASTOUNDING FACTS 

— Only half an hour after he is bom a mountain goat 
can stand quite Grmly and indeed will most probably 
try to dimb up the nearest hill. 


PUPIL: “Without wars, sir, we would have been 
feeUng happy and comfortable and never exhausted 
ourselves by studying history." 


"ft a- it 


jf. ^ jf- 


—A baby ostrich can run as fast as bis parents - that 
is 40 mph - /ast enough to escape from most hunters. 
And md you know that a kick Gom an adult is so 
powerful that it could break your leg! 


Hr Hr 'G 


— Liu Cb’ittg was bom tvith two pupils in eadi eye.\ 
But this doimie deal of nature didn’t stop him 6om‘ 
entering public service and, in AD 965, be became 
the governor of Shansi province. 


Hr A univeraty professor ivas driving his car in the 
rumpus wb^ be saw a student running and leaving 
his three big barking dogs behind him. He tried to 
rescue him. So be fitrk^ his car, opened the door 
for him and cried: “Come along quickly. Get on 
and save your soul!" 

“It's so great and so kind ofyouv sirrMost people 
never a've me a /ift when they see my three dogs 
with me." 


Jf- J?- 
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— Following is a “mirror image" addition-with the 
same answer: 

123456789 9 

4 5 6 78 
456 7 
4 5 6 


65 4 
654 
6 5 
6 5 
5 


3 2 
3 2 
3 2 
3 2 
3 2 
3 2 
3 2 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1- At the mouth of which river is Dublin 
situated? 

2- Stalingrad is now known as Volgograd, 
what was its original name? 

3- What is a line of iambic hexameter called? 

4- From what Guit is the liquor known as 
Kirsch distilled? 

5- If you had a cadaceus, what would it be? 

6- Men and women of aircient Greece wore 
similar garment, what was it called? 


1,0 8 3, 6 7 6, 2 6 9 1, 0 8 3, 6 7 6, 2 6 9 


if G Hr 


Hr Ht Hr 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

- They always chat about so and so. 

JjDoaAofD daa’baan yata*baddatbooa an katba wa 

katba, 
Azomio thalik. 
Aatakido thaSk, 
Lakad sa'mito tba^ 
QedaleemalUL 

A Irh anwtal amr a tathalUe. 

A fa *atdi *jghaim> thaNt. 

Qaltoth^Bt,, 


-I think so. 

-I believe so. 
-I’ve heard so 
- 1 was told so. 
- I’m airaid so. 
-I hope so. 

-I said so. 


GAMES FOR ALL 

CHANGING WORDS 

A short word is chosen, say “jam" and by altering 
one letter at a time the players change it to another 
word of the same length, say “rug". At each stage a 
word must be torm^, e.g. jam, ram, rag, rug. 

The player doing it in fewest stt^ges wins. 5, 6, 7, 
letter words are quite suitabie for carrying out this 
usehil and interesting game. 


3^ jJ* jJ- 


LAUGETTER* 

Hr A man went home by tram. On the way, he fell fast 
asleep until the tram had readied its terminus. 
CONDUCTOR : (Waiting him up): Where were you 
going, sir? 

TRAVELLER: I was going to sleep, my dear. 


Hr WHAT IS IT? 

Eadi player smells a series of well-known odours 
while blindfold. Player or team with the best result 
wins. E.g. Petrol, lavender, coal, eucalyptus, onion, 
lentil soup, turpentine, etc. 


H' Hi- H^ 


a- Hi- Hi 

■H-HUSBAND: I wonder why our home is so fall of 
Q ies. 

WIFE: So what? It seems you've forgotten that we’re 
celebrating our honey-moont 


Hr Hr Hr 


HrTEACHER: What are the most important ibundar 
tion Ramses H had left G>r Egypt? 

PUPIL: Cinema Ramses, sir !! 


PUZZLES 

How many shoes? 

A prominent personage in Boltmia thought he would 
bring great honour to himself by presenting shoes to 
all those in bis native dty who would, or could, wear 
them. Now, in that dty five per cent, of the 
inhabitants are one-legged, and half of the others 
prefer to go bare/bot. 

How many shoes did he need to buy? 


3^ ☆ it 


THE FIRST: "How do you get your salary? 
THE SECOND: "From writing." 

THE FIRST: “What do you write?" 

THE SECOND: "I write to my father who, in turn, 
sends me the monev." 


-P -Ct 


'G A history teacher asked his pupils: “Who does not 
supported wars." 

All raised their fingers. 

TEACHER: “Ibu, stand up: Why do you hate 
wars?" 


WA 


Dear Sir, 


I would like very mudi to find a pen-pal in Jordan, 
through your paper. I am interested in politics but 
also in stamp^ollecting, photography, video and 
computers. 

Thank you very much in advance. 

Sincerely, 


JactA Sbadiana, 
P.O. Box, 13117, 
61136 Tel Aviv, 
Israel. 


The ordinary world 



By Samer GAafeb Bagae mn 


week was ouite aa eveafiuZ one. 7^vo of the 
events that made it so were the Oscars and aa 
amateur movie which oonfinzis the existence of 
UFOs. At the Oscars, the majority of voters sensed 
an afBnity with Forrest Gamp*s character who 
tepiesen^ irmocence, trust and generodty as 
opposed to the brutality of the characters in Pulp 
JRction. 

Gump shows America that, desftite relentiess 
soda! chatty, there is a streak, of ^all-town 
goodnessj^rsoniBed by Gump that can never be 
tainted. The movie asks the viewer to feel, not think. 
In this sense, it fits neatly into the Academy’s view 
that winning movies are expected to be Gm, positive, 
idealistic, juoBtable and somehow eonneded to a 
higher id^. 

In Pulp Fiction on the other hand, John Travolta 
plays a gangster whose crowning moment is when be 
ac^entsdly blows off the bead of an inoffensive 
character sitting in the back of his car. Here, far ffom 
worrying about the death, Travolta about 
rtM^fping the blood and brains flattered across the 
ba& window. At a stroke, vio^ce loses its ituxal 
context and toms into a joke. Cartoon kWing, Tom 
and Jerry style, is brou^t to a realistic lari&cape.. 

Everyone at the awards agreed that Gamp was 


soothing to the collective American consdeace, a 
sweet antithte to the blood sprayed Ouentto Ta^fi. 
no movies Pulp Rction and Natural Bom Killers, 

In spite of this, Tarantino remains adored by his 
fyns, fSs appeal to the pung rests upon a genera- 
tion's view that there is no longer a ready-made 
moral ^unework, and a suspicion that those 
ffameworks on offer are corroded by hypocrisy. Hk 
movies have touched a nerve in pojmlar culture, so 
saturated with violence that it is affimred by the 
comedy witii wtd<^ be treats his kiUings. 

Another movie, one taken in the summer of 1947, 
in New Menco in the USA, is the closest we now 
have to a proof that UFOs not only exist, but that 
they have landed on Earth. The Glm is grainy bladt 
and white, has no sound and shows a scene where 
two men in white coats are insptxtmg the inhaHtant 
of a crashed airaaff. This alien is humanoid, of 
average hdgjit and slight build, has no hair, no eyes, 
nose or ears. 

Over the years, a large body of evidence that we 
are being constantly visited by UFOs has slowly been 
accumuteting with eye-witness accounts, photo- 
graphs and videos. This new revelation ^pears to be 
the king on the cake. It goes on show in SbeSeld, 
En^and, in August of this year where there will also 
be a panel of specialists who will outline “new 
evidetices" and theories of UFO sightings. 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


TIlwrsilay, April 6 

7:30 The Bold And The Beautiful 

2:00 Denise The Menace 

8:00 Masterpieces Of Literature 

2:30 My Sea-ri Identity 

8:30 Almost Home 

3:00 NBA 

9:10 The Other Side Of Paradise 

4:00 Blue Heders 

10:00 News In EngBsb 

5:00 Aencii Programme 

10:^ MSnkerks — fitranss Dynasty 

7:30 The Album Show 

I2H10 Feature FBm 

8:30 The Blue Revolution 
9:10 E.N.G. 

Monday, April TO 

2:00 Madelme 

10:00 News la EngBsb 
10:20 Feature Film 
11:50 Burning Shores 

2:30 Maasta‘’’5 Today 
3BI0 Hard Time On flaaet Earth 

Friday, April 7 

1:00 Survival 

4:30 Tarzan 

SrOQ French Aogramme 
7:30 The Bold And The Beaatiful 


2:30 A Year la The Life 
3:00 JFVeoch I^vgraaune 
7:30 AJfficsm Skies 
SmO Movie Magic 
8:30 You Bet Four Life 
9:10 The Law And Harry McGraw 
ifirOO News Jh EngBsb 
10:20 Time Watdi 
11:10 Oragous II 
I1:SS Feature Film 
Saturday, April 8 

2:00 Dog City 

2:50 Harry And The Hendersons 
3:00 Witness To Survival 


SmO Docmnmtaiy — Voyager 
8i30 Laurie Hill 
9:10 South Beath 
10:00 News In Ea^isb 

10:20 Feature Film — Gettmg Goth* 

Starring: Lorraine Bracco and Anthony Denison 

I2S0 The Hidden Room 
12:30 Grace And Favour 

Tuesday, April TT 

2:00 Ca/dain Planet 
2:30 / fFituess Video 
3:30 Road To Avoniea 


4l 30 Tarzan 


3:30 Road To Avoniea 
4:30 Tarzan 


5:00 ftencb Pn^ramme 
7:30 The Bold Ami The Beautiful 


Smo Doarmeutary — Life In The Fieezer 

Spring begins in the sub-Antarctic islands with 
petrels searching through the snow for their nests. 


8:30 The Nanny 

9:00 Documentary Dive The Wmid 


9:10 Cape Rebel 

Kerwin is set free, but now dishonoured by the 
British government, he is forced to join Sloet in the 
dangerous journey to West Africa. 


10:00 News In RngUsh 

10:20 Feature FVm — Deadfy Vows 
Starring: Gerald McRafney & Peggy Upton 


The life of a married woman is on the line as her 
husband forces her to ask for a divorce. 


12:00 Tanamera 

^aaday, April 9 


2:00 Animated Classics — Thumidma 

3:00 Feature Film — The Spirit Chaser 
Starring: Henry Thomas and Tony Barry 

trying to identify a strange 


object which nses from the bottom of a lake. 
4:30 Tarzan 

5:00 Fr&idi fVogramnie 


5:00 Ffeacb Anogramme 
7:30 The Bold And The Beaatiful 
8:30 Desaumd’s 
9:10 Jack The Rqiper 
10:00 iVefPS in Rnglish 
10:^ filea/brtb 
12mo Lonesome Dove 

Starring: Robert Duvall and Tommy Lee Jones 

Wedsausday, April T2 

2:00 The Flintstoaes 
2:30 Hot Shots 
3:00 Beakman*s World 
3:30 Movies, Games and Videos 
4:00 Amazing Tories 
4:30 Tarzan 

5:00 French Ang r amme 
7:30 The Bold And The Beautifhl 
8:00 The Marvellous Machine 
8:30 G,P. 

9:15 Beriia Break ■ 

10:00 News In Rnglnh 
10:20 Prism 
10:40 Snowy River 
11:30 Keepiqg Dp A/^pearances 
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IS good to Brooke Shields 


!fj } 


-.7? 

... 


By Rank TaatOh 

Reuter 


^ YORK — Brooke 
rp .. ‘ejAarie/*, riw £»mer child 


“-r 'S, ■' career Szzhd 

- fr^ - v' ^ t*en ate leacterf adult- 
r •'Pyaj JSood, says sfie's been 


. ’ •• -. aivti 





r *». 


says 



■ Afr ■ 

?v,' 

1-. . 


^ J' ^ 'ji^'here wbit? aiewyeais of 


'•';v.T 

; L 


C^'oatosiait. 


Shield*s movie career. 


m‘(l& her role 


' *1- N . 

:’c:5 


‘'V a 12-year-old prostitute 
a Lotus Malleus ciitkalty 
■^C U .■r.y''-''-t:^]^J^Kdaimed Pretty Baby, 
s ^-:<:o-.J. :udsteadifygonedowabiU 

»/' -br macft o/ tfte *80s, 

.fe , A's flac&r with 

V'V Jl'.<*5reiida Starr, a movie 
Z ' . V:.. ■•'-7 ^‘,'?'-Stoerf fli tbaf wear 
' ^ O jnrefeasecf for yeais. 

' Bat things are looking 



up for ^ actress these 
days due to her work in 
the Broadway production 
of Grease. 

Part of the reason is the 
stereotype-breaking role 
sbe*s landed in the show. 
WJiiJe her one-time 
‘*America*s sweetheart** 
image may have made her 
a natural for the role of 
Sandy the “n/ce girl". 
Shields was asked to play 
the tough- talbmg RizZO, 

leader m a gpng known as 
the “Pink uSes'\ 

Shhlih mildly .di^mtes 
that the role is as great an 
acting stretch as it seems. 
“U peofde realty took the 
time to analyse the roles 
toat Pve fdayed, and not 
just the public persoaa 
that has been projected on 
me, I think there*s been a 
provocative nature to a lot 
of them, **-die utidReutors 
in a recent interview. 


She concedes, however, 
that Rizzo is “montbier 
titan I am in real life, anrf 
miicb /larder than Pve be- 
come — altitougp there*s 
still a chance.** 

The real stretch in 
Shields opinion has to do 
with the ^yacni demands 
of doing a Broadway 
show, ^^e she did smne 
stage work vdiile attend- 
ing Princeton University, 
this is her Srst attempt at 
singing and dancing in 
fooar of an audiefloe for 
two-and-a-balf hours, 
eight times a week. 

“I was attracted to it 
because it was a chal- 
lenge,** says die actress, 
adding that when she Grst 
considered doing the fday 
she felt “an element ^ 
fear, and whenever I feel 
that, alarms go off and 1 
rliiak, 'you probably 
should do this*.** 


To prepare for the role. 
Shields, who says she had 
always taken dancing les- 
sons, “to keep in tiiape, ** 
stepped up her training to 
the point that ate now 
Snds herself to ^ in the 
best physical conation of 
her life. 

A few montiis before 
she began the role. 
Shields, who said she 
“never before considered 
singing on this level, ” also 
began lareasive vocal 
training. 

The training tas 
igjparently paid off, as the 

g roducers of the show 
ave taken the unusual 
step of re-issuing the 
Broadway cast reconfiqg, 
substituting her vocals for 
those ofRoae 0*Donnell, 
who preceded Sbi^ds in 
the role. 

Her stage success is 
promisiag to affect her 


film career as well. “Pro- 
ducers who have come to 
see the show have ended 
up cbangipg the roles they 
^^t to offer me,** ate 
says. 

Shields dtes one un- 
named producer wbo was 
considering her for a “pat, 
even-keel^ character** in 
aphtaie, who after seeing 
the show offered her 
another part, that of a 
“more psychotic, kind of 
mean, kind of wacko 
giri.** 

“It*s really a thrill, be- 
cause Pve tien aide to do 
this str^y tfaroqgjb per- 
fonmaiKe, tteoi^ a ta- 
lent Pm wodrhm on and 
improving aOme time,*’ 
she says. 

As for Shield’s rnudi 
talked-about personal life, 
she says she has no plans 
to marry current love- 
interest, tennis star Andre 



Brooke Shieids poses in front of a sketch of Brenda Starr 


Agassi, but tiiat tiiey both 
b^eve in the relationship 
“100 per cent.** 

When asked, she said 
that the caufde bad discus- 
sed Agassi*s recent deci- 
sion to cut bis trademark 
fof^ hair, but she said the 
ffnd decisioa was bis. 


adding: “I love it. Even 
more than I thought I 
would.** 

On the subject of an 
even-more-ffmous Mend, 
Shields said tiiat she has 
not spolreo to hffcbael 
Jackson since bis marriage 
to figa Marie Predey, but 
that she “knows that 


they’ve been Mends for a 
very long time, and 
wbat Pve seen be seeois 
very happy. ” 

Jackson once claimed 
that be and Shields were 
dating, but Shields later 
denied they were ever in- 
volved lomantially. 


Oscar^winning Russian film inspires pride back home 


Uniu-.: By Ai^ela Cbarltoa 

The Associated Press 

rr S-./f- j If u 

MOSCOW — Uning up 
F.. , ^ 0 see the Oscar-winning 

^ ts'u ^u$siaa film Burnt By 

The San, Muscovites were 
^wing with pride at its 
. atest honour. 

about time the 
vorld is acknowledging 
f* J*pril JO ]je true value of Russian 
navies, ” said Irina Sokor- 
^tjsid-ni. huk. a pensioner who has 

leen the Glm three times 
iH.tv s - ind cried each time. ‘‘7Ii/s 

' 5 what all movies should 

ye . " 

^ I.jn:u-: Burnt By The Sun, writ- 


ten and directed by Nikita 
Mikhalkov, revived the 
Academy Award for Best 
Foreign Language Him of 
1994. 

But many Russians 
hope the Oscar will do 
more for the beleaguered 
Russian fflm industry than 
inspire pride in its view- 
ers. 

“This is not only good 
for Nikita (Mikhalkov), 
but very p^tigious for 
Russian cinema in gener- 
al,*’ said iladimir Kho- 
rinenito, who studied with 
Mikhalkov and has be- 


come one of Russia 's mosr 
acclaimed directors. 

Khotinenko also thinks 
the Oscar will convince 
potential producers that 
GIms like Burnt By The 
Sun are worth blading. 
The Glm also won the Jury 
Grand Prix, or second 
prize, ar tAe Cannes FGm 
Festival last May. 

Rasim Dargah-Zade, 
director of the Moskva 
movie tiieatre. said: ‘^TIus 
is what Russian movie 
makers need to see. They 
don’t need to make awbil 
imitations of Western 


GIms to be successful.” 

The cash-strapped 
movie industry is su^rih^ 
ffom the collapse of the 
centralised Soviet dis- 
tribution system and in- 
creasing outside competi- 
tion. 

And with ticket prices 
for acdahned GIms sucA as 
Burnt By The Sun 
reaching an unpre- 
cedented 17,000 rubles 
($3.50), many Russians 
have written off the cine- 
ma as a luxury. 

But not the Aondreds of 
viewers packed in the 


Moskva. 

“This is true Russian 
art,” said Marina Fedoto- 
va, a toacber who said the 
movie reminded her of her 
childhood in a village out- 
side Moscow during the 
Stalin era. “You cannot 
put a price on that.” 

Burnt By The Sun, a 
tale of one family’s experi- 
ence with Stalinist repres- 
sions of the late 193(h, 
stars Mikhalkov himself 
and bis 7-year-old daugh- 
ter, NadezAda Mikhalkov. 

Viewers say they 
appreciate Burnt By The 
Sun because, unlike the 


many glasnost-era Russian 
GIms denouncing Stalin, it 
condemns no one. 

“This movie shows the 
good and evil of every- 
one,” Daigah-Zade said. 
**71iat time was not black 
and white. Mikhalkov 
captures that.” 

ICAotinen /[0 also said: 
“Nikita wanted to speai: 
not as a politician, hut as 
an artist.” 

Mikhalkov has not re- 
mained silent on the poli- 
tical front, however. 
Vocally anti-Yeltsin, the 
director has dose ties to 


hardliner Alexander Ruts- 
koi. 

The outspoken Mikhal- 
kov expressed bis frustra- 
tion with the Kremlin last 
fall by insisting that Burnt 
By The Sun be released in 
the central Russian dty of 
Nizhny Novgorod before 
coming to Mosmw, wbidi 
he has said is no longer a 
“real Russian dty.” 

Yet Burnt By The Sun 
has seemed to transcend 
its director’s politics, 
meeting unanimously 
glowing reviews ffom Rus- 
sian critics, and viewers 


since its release. 

“It’s hard to say that I 
enjoyed the Glm, ” Sokor- 
cbuk said. “It’s too ex- 
hausting. But our lives are 
exhausting. That’s why 
this Glm means so much to 
all of us. ” 

Even Khotinenko, 
orien seen as a rival of 
Mikhalkov, had nothing 
but praise for the Glm. 

“I’m ecstatic that be 
won this prize,” Kho- 
tinenko said, his voice full 
of emotion. “It’s so nice 
when there’s justice in this 
world. ” 
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Britain's latest Hamlet brings Hollywood to Hackney 


By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 

I.OJVDOJV — To play 
Hamlet is to conffont arid 
inexhaustible spectrum of 
emotions, to invite Judg- 
: meat alongside the finest. 

On the basis of Ralph 
' Fiennes’ recent opening in 
he Sbake^arean role in 
London, it’s also effective 
yait to draw Demi Moor 
o Hackney. 

Wbat, pray tell, is 
‘■bekney? the iacreasingiy 
irisy working-class district 
n London’s East End 
vhere Frennes returned to 
be sta^ last montA for 
be Gist time since Sdiind- 


V . . 

ler’s List made him a Glm 
star and brouj^t Aim an 
Academy Award nomina- 
tion. 

Moore, in London to 
hype die movie Disdo- 
sure, joined Emma 
Thompson, Diana Ri^, 
Ben Kingsley, Alan Bates 
and others applauding 
Fiennes* galvanic per- 
formance at the Feb. 28 
press night. 

A self-prodaimed hill- 
billy who never bad seen 
the play before, Moore 
thought Hennes’ perform- 
ance "spectacular,” 
according to the tabloid 
Evening Standard news- 
paper. 


In April, the pmdaction 
transferred to Broadway, 
opening May 2 just in time 
for tAe Tony Awards. The 
trajectory of the show 
makes Hackney, in effect, 
an out-of-tovni tiyouf in 
the way that productions 
decades ago used to play 
Boston or Philadelfdiia. 

English critics were di- 
vided as to its merits. 

“No doubt wAen it 
transfers to Broadway, 
New Yorkers will buy it as 
the real thing, ” sniffed the 
Daily Mail’s Jack Tinker, 
tAou^ tAe rival Daily Ex- 
press thought Fiennes 
“extraordinary. ” 

“A big disappoint- 


ment,*’ sighed the Daily 
Telegraph *s Charles 
Spencer, comparing the 
pre-opening Aj^ to a new 
musical by Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber. 

The more apt compari- 
son, frankly, is to eveiy 
Hamlet that has come b^ 
fore — or so it seems in 
British ^samsion of vir- 
tually all SAairespeare, 
and riiis play in particular. 

Benedict Ni^tingale in 
the Times of London cal- 
led Alan Camming and 
Stephen Dillane “the most 
interesting of recent 
Danes. ’* 

The same newspaper, 
on the editorial page, pre- 


dicted Fiennes would take 
New York as j4merican 
matinee idol John Barry- 
more’s Hamlet in 19^ 
took London. 

The comp^sons point 
up the elasticity of a part 
that can be sardonic or 
pained, febrile or fasdstic 
as required. 

While Dillane last 
November offered a 
prince cursed by intelli- 
^ence who stood mocking- 
ly outside the Elsinore 
^urt, Fiennes’ Hamlet is 
an impetuous seeker of 
ven^ance. 

His volatility places bis 
perfonnance in the Amer- 
ican traditin (d’sucb Ham- 


lets as Kevin Kline rather 
than the dry, declamatory 
British tradition of Ken- 
neth Branagh or Dillane. 

Incresingly, it seems 
everyone wants to get in 
on toe Hamlet act. 

Keanu Reeves, an 
alumnus of Branagh’s Glm 
SAaAespeare’s Much Ado 
About Nothing, drew sell- 
out audiences and critical 
harpoon to the Manitoba 
Theatre Centre in Win- 
nipeg, Canada, earlier this 
season to see him duel the 
verse — and laertes — as 
HaJmet. 

Nor is Hamlet the ex- 
clusive domain of men 
alone. Diane Venqra, 


Frances De La Tour and 
Sarah Bembadt are three 
actresses who have had a 
goat a role often regarded 
as a mirror of toe time in 
which it is produced. 

As theatrical litmus 
tests go, Hamlet makes 
reasonably good commer- 
cial sense. Despite toe 
mixed reviews, toe Fien- 
nes Hamlet has added 
four peribrmances to its 
Umit^ run and looks as if 
it will sell out its engage- 
ment at the 900-seat 
Hackney Empire. 

Its Broadway run is 
being billed as an event in 
a dty that gets reltively 
little quality Shake^are. 


The talk already is that a 
best actor Tbny is likely to 
go Fiennes' way. 

Simon Russell Beale, 
Fiennes’ Royal 
Shakespeare Company 
contemporary not long 
ago, is expected to pack 
the 252-seat Donmar 
Warehouse in Covent 
Garden in y6t another 
Hamlet in toe fall. 

That production’s direc- 
tor, Sam Mendes, wasn’t 
worried about bringing up 
toe rear of a host of Ham- 
lets. 

“If we’re last, ” Mendes 
said, “we can also be 
best.” 
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•ONDON — A mod- 
raist production of 
iebard Wagner’s Ring 
*f The Nilxlung opera 
vie which caused shocks 
ito cross-dressing and 
a^Aoose sets has be- 
une a trnimpA at toe 
oyal Opera House. 
Bravos thundered 
rough toe auditorium af- 
r a heavily inteipretive 
egfried, drowning out 
attered boos for duvetor 


Acclaim for weird Ring at Royal Opera 


Richard Jones and desig- 
ner Nigd Lowery when 
they joined toe sipge/s on- 
stage. 

The work is toe third in 
toe ibur-opera cycle which 
began in ^tober last year 
wito Rbinegold and Val- 
kyrie and will be com- 
pleted in October wito 
Twilight Of The Gods. 

Reaction to toe Grst two 
operas was sharply split, 
but London’s Evening 
Standard new^per gave 
them its 1994 Opera 
Award for Outstanding 


Production. 

The Grst ' two ' operas 
were sellouts and it’s im- 
pi^ible to get a seat for 
Siegfried, despite the 
breathtaking prices: The 
cheapest decent seat is 
£45 .m ($72) and the best 
are £133.50 ($212). 

In this version of toe 
struggle for power be- 
tween dwarfs, giants and 
gods. Aero Si^Med made 
bis debut in orange- 
coloured trunks, reforging 
bis sword Nothung in a 
Gsb kettle ,on a gas stove 


and toSn chopping the 
stove in half to show its 
mettle. 

Mime, the villainous 
dwaif, wore a dress and 
ankle boots while Wotan, 
cAiefof tAegods, wasina 
check sports coat. 

Fafaer, the dragon 
guarding toe Rbinegold 
treasure, bad a pumpkin 
bead and an electric light 
bulb underneath when 
Siegfried (^capitated him. 

The mountain top on 
which heroine Biunnhilde 


sleeps has become a diim- 
ney stadc up whidi a Gy 
crawis mysteriously. 

The magniGcent singing 
by a cast of Wi^erian 
specialists conducted by 
Bernard Haitink seemed 
to defy toe set and toe 
costumes and toe audi- 
ence’s giggles at the often 
slangy tone of the trans- 
lated lyrics projected 
above toe sta^. 

Geiman tenor Siegfried 
Jerusalem — tAat a his 
real name — sang the title 
role and Welsh soprano 


Anne Evans was Brun- 
nhilde. 

Unusually at Covent 
Garden toe cast lacks an 
American, a/tbough the 
cycle is brilGantly lit by 
New Yorker Pat Collins. 

Audience membeis in- 
terviewed afterward were 
mostly in favour. 

‘ ’Penetra ting, in telli- 
gent, briUiant and memor- 
able. It found expression 
for the dark and diMcuJt 
layers in the work even if 
some refised to eat it,” 
said Jonathan Dove, a 


dassical music composer 
who writes operas. 

“It was very interesdr^ 
and surprising and I had 
heard bad things about toe 
production. There were a 
few bits I couldn’t under- 
stand but most of it was 
very dear, espedally toe 
ps^ological elements,” 
said Gisela Braun, a 
schoolteacher ftom Dus- 
seldqrf, Germany. 

Bill Plummer, a 
psychiatrist, said, “toe 
whole point of Wagner is 
bis complexity and toe 


different meanings that 
can be read into bis work. 
I found some of toe sym- 
bolism gross instead of 
leaving it to toe imagina- 
tion. ” 

His mother Nora, who- 
said she stood in line in 
“pouring rain” for two 
hours to get a ticket, re- 
marked, “it was too 
weird. I didn’t like the 
asymmetrical set and what 
was toe point of toe Gy 
crawling up the chim- 
ney?” 
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Covering what’s covering the season’s top models 
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Tie Associatect Press 
\RIS — Covering 
■af's covering the sea- 
l’s top models might 
VD like a posh gig: Lots 
free cAampagne in your* 
tt threads, scintillating 
Its wito top couture 
ids. 

Hiink again. 

The 2000 journalists, 
m 43 countries who 
7t home last week after 
• Paris ready-to-wear 
>ws tell a different 
7* 

*ushing, shoving and 
n Gsticuffs marked toe 
days of 100 shows, a 
lind-tAe-scenes trend 



that underscores fashion's 
evolution ftom art to in- 
dustry. 

“I used to wear Sonia 
Rykiel to a Sonia Rykiel 
show,*’ said Marylou 
Luther, of toe Interna- 
tional Fashion Syndicate 
■who has covered clothes 
since 1969. “Now you 
dress for toe war.” 

It is not for toe pam- 
’pered. Tickets are scarce, 
tempers are tested and toe 
shows are perpetually 
late. Last week, a CNN 
cameramao was punched 
by a guard outside Claude 
Montana’s show as repor- 
ters pressed to get inside. 

Kym Canter, fashion 


editor of toe Washington 
Post Sunday Magazine, 
said her passes were stolen 
by someone who con- 
tacted toe houses and had 
them sent to a false 
address. 

Gone are toe days when 
fosAfbn scribes could feign 
toe elegance of toe run- 
ways. Like toe clothes 
they cover, the reporters 
have evolved into an 
eclecth lot more akin to 
police reporters forever 
rushing to a new alarm. 

Wait there's Claudia 
Schiffer on cue, toe crowd 
drops coffee cups and 
leapfrogs over security 
ro^ to get a shot, a word 


about her engagement to 
David CopperGeld. 

“I’ve been here for 
three seconds. And 
they’re like vultures. 
There’s so much pusAihg 
and shoving, ” said a fraz- 
zled Kathleen Beckett, 
fashion columnist for the 
New York Post. 

Kristine Heinz, a Swed- 
ish journalist who has co- 
vered fashion for 30 years, 
fell wearily into a chair 
after being strong-armed 
by a security gu^ away 
ftom Qiristian Lacroix’s 
show. 

“We’re not usqd to 
being treated like this,** 
she. said, recalling more 


peaceful times when there 
was one show a day and 
Coco Chanel sat on toe 
stairs, offering interviews. 

For Heim, who writes 
for the Swedish paper 
Arbetet, toe glamour is 
fading. 

“The younger journal- 
ists think it’s so easy. They 
think they can just jump 
into it. There’s no e/e- 
gance.** 

The new guard, dressed 
mostly in black, don't 
understand their role, 
Heinz contends. 

“You have to be a bit of 
an artist to understand. 
It’s in the blood. One has 
to have toe ^irit. ” 


Heinz recently got her 
moment of glory despite 
toe changing times. 

“You know toe woman 
wearing toe big /eopard- 
skin hat in toe (Altman) 
Glm?” she gushed. “That 
Was me. ” 

Colleagues wonder 
whether today’s toned- 
down dress r^ects toe 
1990s style of muted ele- 
gance or whether there b 
no longer time to worry 
about flair and flam- 
boyance. 

“I don’t think toe ones 
putting on a show are the* 
ones writing,” said Meg- 
gan Dissiy, of Newsweek 
magazine. 

■ «!• 


“They hardly have their 
beads up, they’re writing 
and drawing pictures so 
fast. ” 

Covering fashion is not 
for toe synonym-imp^red 
or those fearM of ventur- 
ing beyond toe Crayola 
colour spectrum. 

You must know your 
reds: From Chinese red to 
Russian red, to Hermes, 
Gre-engjae or cherry red. 

“It’s really hard to de- 
scribe clothes, thinking of 
a new word to say dress or 
fashion or skirt,” ex- 
plained Patrick McCarthy, 
executive editor of 
Women*s Wear Daily. • 
“You need a Gne writer to 


do it well. ” 

Constance White, 
fashion reporter for toe 
New York Times, stressed 
that she must constantly 
study trends and key play- 
ers to stay on top, 

”You live it, you 
breathe it and you come to 
know it very well, ” White 
said. 

Yet, for ail toe threats 
to.sanity and health, toe 
same journalists return 
each year, addicted to a 
job many say they could 
not live without. 

“When a good talent 
turns out talent, there’s 
nothing like it, ” McCarthy 
said. 





^Head injury plus vulnerability gene raises risk of Alzbeimer^s^ 


By Malcolm Ritter 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A blow 
to the head that knocks 
you out can raise your 
chance of getting 
Alzheimer's disease some- 
day, but only if you carry a 
particu/ar gene, a study 

suggests. 

Elderly people who had 
had a severe blow to the 
head and carried the gene 
were 10 times as tike/y to 
have Alzheimer's as were 
people with neither risk 
factor. A head injury 


alone, without the gene, 
did not raise the risk. 

. The gene might act on a 
head injury by turning a 
normal repair process into 
a step toward ^sease, said 
Dr. Richard Mayezzr, a 
professor of neurology, 
psychiatry and epidemiol- 
ogy at Columbia Universi- 
ty in New York. 

Head injury and the 
gene. AP0-E4, had each 
been linked separately to 
Alzfaeimef's risk in prior 
studies. Dr. Mayewc and 
colleagues published the 
new results m this month 's 


issue of the journal 

Neurology. 

*Tt's actually a very im- 
portant paper'* because it 
sheds ifgkt on how head 
injury promotes Alzheim- 
er's, said Dr. James Mor- 
timer, associate director 
of the Geriatrie Research, 
Education and Clinical 
Centre at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Centre in 
Minneapolis. 

Walter Kukull, an 
epidemio/pgist at die C/ni- 
:vefSify of Washington in 
Seattle who is studying 
Alzheimer's, cautioned 


that the conclusions must 
be considered tentative 
because relatively few 
study participants bad a 
head injury plus the gene. 
But the idea that APO-E4 
could team up with a head 
injury to raise the risk of 
AJzheimer's is plausible, 
be said. 

Although bead injury 
would account for only a 
small fraction of Alzheim- 
er's cases, the new re- 
search is valuable for its 
. insist into how genes and 
environment ■ might work 
.together to produce the 


disease, be hid. 

The study included 113 
Alzheimer's patients and 
123 healthy elderly people 
who were match^ to the 
patients by age, gender 
and ethnic group. Spouses 
or other matives of pa- 
tients were asked if the 
patients bad been knock- 
ed unconscious more than 
two years before the dis- 
ease began. The healthy 
people were asked if they 
had been similarly hurt at 
least two years before the 
interview. 

The study found: 


— Compared with peo- 
ple with neither the gene 
nor a history of bead in- 
jury, participants who had 
only the gene ran twice 
the risk of being di- 
agnosed with Alzheimer's. 

— The IS participants 
who bad the injury but not 
the gene showed no in- 
crease in risk. 

— The eight partici- 
pants who /lad the injury 
plus the gene ran a 10-fold 
risk. 

Dr. Mayeux said die 
reason migfit involve the 
brain's reaction to serious 


head Wows. Prior researcfi 
found that in about one- 
third of people who die 
shordy after a severe head 
injury, the brain shows 
deposits of a substance cal- 
led Beta Amyloid. These 
deposits apparently come 
in response to the injury. 
Dr. Mayeux said. 

Beta Amyloid deposits 
also appear in brains of 
Alzheimer's patients, 
although scientists are still 
debating whether they 
cause the disease. 

The APO-E4 gene tells 


the body how to maJtt • ' 

protein that binds Klath "’' ^ 

ly dghdy to Beta An ' '■ 
hid. This binding may ^ * 
courage Beta Amyhhc ' " 

^ts to form after a be, ' 

injury, which in turn ■" 
promote Alzheimer's, 

Mayeux said. 

He cited a recent Bri^ 

study of people who (ft 
soon after head aia 
The APO-E4 
showed up about thn^ 
times as often in victm ' 
with amyloid depo^^ 
in victims without (fi 
posits. i. 


Chemical mimics bone, helps heal fractures quickly 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A 
cbeniilcay compound that 
looks like toothpaste but 
hardens into artiffcial 
bone within hours is 
streamlining the treatment 
of ffactux^ limbs and 
offers new hope for aged, 
fragih bones. 

The crmpound, now in 
experimental trials at 12 
American hospitals, is 
used to bold, splinter^ 
bones in place, to SB voids 


caused by osteoporosis 
and to repace some of the 
metal plates and screws 
that have been to 
repair shattered hips, 
wrists and ankles. 

“7lte material acts as an 
infomal cement by hold- 
ing the fragments in 
place, *’ said Dr. Jesse B. 
JupiteT, a hand surgeon at 
A^issacbusetts Genera/ 
Ho^tal in Boston. *Tt is 
reaUy very dramatic." 

A study publisbed re- 
cently in die journal $d- 


ence found the compound 
is virtually identical to 
natural bone crystals. 
Once it is placed in the 
body, the material har- 
dens within 10 minutes 
and reaches the compress- 
ion strength of natural 
bone wzduo 12 hoars. 

Within weeks, the study 
showed, the cement is re- 
placed by real bone. 

Because it so closely re- 
sembles bone, researdieis 
said, the body does not 
reject the cement and 
react as it does to most 


foreign substances. 

dinicni tnals in several 
American bospitak an d in 
Holland, where the com- 
pound is in regular use, 
show the material has 
allowed patients to discard 
casts early — or altogether 
— and to resume walking 
more quickly and with less 
pain. 

Brent R. Constantz, co- 
author of the study and 
president of Norian Corp. 
of Cupertino, California, 
which developed the 


material, said orthopedic 
sur^oas in HoUand now 
use the cement to lep^ 
ffactmes of die wrist, hip, 
and leg and for total jomt 
replacement. The cement 
also has been used to SB 
spinal voids caused by 
osteoporosis, a disorder 
that embrittles natural 
bone. 

Traditional treatment 
often requires an open in- 
cision, Biting the bones 
back together with screws, 
and then keejung the pa- 
tient in a cast for six 


weeks. Even affer the cast 
comes off, patients may 
have to spend mont^ in 
rebabUitation. 

In clinical studies using 
the cement, Jupiter said, 
he has been able to treat 
sacb ffactures without an 
indsioD. Guided by X- 
Ray. the bones are Sited 
together and then cement 
is injected throng the 
■ckin and into the Sracture 
area. The material har- 
dens within 10 minutes, 
holding the bones 


together. 

The doctor said broken 
hips that were almost im- 
possible to correct among 
some adder patients in the 
past are now yielding to 
the use of the cement. 

Cons tan tz, co- 
develpper of the cement, 
said if the studio go well 
in tbe United States, bis 
company should receive 
Food and Drug Admink- 
tratioD (FDA) approval to 
seB the cement in late 
1997. The FDA has 
already approved ex- 


perimental use of the ^ 
ment, based, in part, a 
studies in HoUand. 

The cement costs S7S 
to $1,000 per app/katibi 
but it r^uces bospAs 
stays by half, thus sam 
millions of dollars u 
medical care costs, sai 
Constantz. 

Science, which put 
iisbed the study, is tA 
peer-reviewed /ooniaf e 
the American Assodatki 
for the Advancement s . 
Science. 
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Hope for HIV babies as boy 


By CeUn HaB 

A BABY in America 
tested HIV positive affer 
birth but found to be dear 
of the virus a year later 
may provide proof that 
babies bora to HIV 
mothers can rid them- 
selves of the virus. 

The boy, now Bve and 
stiU HTV negative, is not 
the Srst case to show this 
phenomenon, bat his case 
IS the best documented. 
Others have been dismis- 
sed as laboratory mis- 
takes. 

The researchers ffom 
the UCLA School of 
Medidne, Los Angeles, 
says in the New £ng/and 
Journal of Medicine that 


their results indicate that 
HlVdearance can hap^ien 
and may have been iinder- 
recognked. 

Dr. Marie-Louise 
NeweB, coordinator of the 
European collaborative 
study of chUdren bom to 
HTV motbers, which is 
currently monitoring 
1,800 cases, said: “Dus 
might help m pointing the 
way for vaccine research 
or conSrm that research a 
moving in the rxgbt direc- 
tion. 

“What needs to happen 
now is investigation of the 
child’s immune system to 
see if anything can be 
found to explain what 
happened. 

“There have been a 


number of cases like this 
in cbildrea ffom Europe 
but people have been a bit 
sceptical of the results. A 
^eat deal of work was 
done on this case and it is 
nicely documented, reU- 
able data." 

Dr. Newell, an 
epidemiolo^t at the In- 
stitute of Quid Health, in 
London, pointed out that 
levels of the virus in the 
baby bad been very low. 

The boy's motiier was 
tested positive for HfV 
during pregnancy. The 
baby was found to haw 
the virus when be was 
tested 19 days affer birtb 
and again at SI days old. 
At a-year-old, he bad a 
routine test ami was found 


to be negative. Numerous, 
sophisticated tests since to 
Bnd the virus have failed. 
Reports exist of virus re- 
ststance in adults. A ^up 
of Gambian prostitutes 
have remained uninfected 
debits long exposure to 
HTV and sexual partners 
of known HIV cases have 
also remained clear. 

The American Bndings 
raise more questions than 
they answer. The resear- 
chers say it is stiB possible 
that the boy has a “hid- 
den” virus which could 
reemerge at a later date. 

hi an accompanying 
commentry in the joumai. 
Dr. Kenneth McKintosb, 
of Boston Qiildren's Hos- 
pital, says the Bndings are 
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‘loses’ virus 


bard to explain. 

He says: “Does this 
mean that in a proportion 
of infants HIV in some 
form enters the foeuts or 
the newborn and is then 
cleared?" 

He said it would be sur- 
prising if it was found that 
there was an effective im- 
munological re^nse in 
babies as the immune sys- 
tems in newborns are con- 
sidered to be immature. 

Dr. McKintosb says 
that in the light of the new 
case it seems that pre- 
vious, less weU sUtdied 
cases which bad been <Bs- 


fflissed perhaps '"were not 
errors, at least not all of 
them." 

Gaz Daly, ^kesman 
for the ebari^ AIDS Care 
Education and Training, 
said: “Obviously it is very 
good to bear this news, 
but one has to treat it with 
caution. The difficulty 
here is that many people 
who have HTV and want 
children may be tempted 
to go ahead. 

“They must accept that 
a baby could be infected 
and tijat they only have 
Bve or ax years to live. ** 
— The Independent. 


Morning-after 
pills are available, 
but few women 
know of them 


By Sieve Saksoa 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Morning- 
after piBs are a safe, eff^ 
'tive and legal way to end a 
pregnancy but most doc- 
tors don’t suggest using 
them and few women 
know bow they work, 
according to two new sur- 
veys. 

A group of U.S. doc- 
K>rs,pubh'c health ofBcials 
and tamily planning work- 
ers are seeking to change 
that. 

They have written a 
book. Emergency Con- 
traception: The Nation's 
Best Kept Secret, that in- 
cludes a list of 2,477 doc- 
tors wiUing to prescribe 
the puis. The Ust has also 
been posted on the Inter- 
net, the worldwide net- 
work of computer sys- 
tems. 

Moming-affer pills are 
high dosages of regular 
birth control piBs which 
interrupt the implantation 
of a fftrtilised e^ into the 
wall of a woman's uterus 
— the point that many 
doctors consider the start 
of a pregnancy. 

Nausea and vomiting 
are common side effects. 

The method is distinct 
ffom RU-486, the French- 
made drug that actuaUy 
induce abortions, and is 
not available in the United 
States. 

Advocates say the piUs 
work 75 per cent of the 
time, and note that tbe 
pills can be taken up to 72 
hours affer sex — not just 
the morning affer. 

Although doctors are 
free to prescribe birth con- 
trol pills in such a regim- 
en, drug companies have 


never sought permission 
ffom tbe government to 
market contraceptives for 
this use, largely because of 
tbe sensitivity of tbe abor- 
tion issue. 

In a survey of 270 sex- 
uaBy active women who 
didn’t want to become 
pregnant. 60 per cent bad 
bemd of the pUIs but only 
20 per cent knew tiiey can 
be taken up to three days 
after sex. 

A total of 47 per cent 
said they would be likely 
to use the pill if necessaiy 
to prevent an unwant^ 
pregnancy. 

The survey has a margin 
of error of plus or minus 6' 
percentage points. 

In a separate poll of 300 
obstetrician- 
gynecolopsts, nearly aB 
were familiar with the pro- 
cedure. Some 88 per cent 
called it safe and 85 per 
cent called it effective^. 

Some 56 per cent ob- 
jected to abortion and 
would never perfonn one, 
but of that number, ^ per 
cent didn’t have the same 
objections about the 
moming-affer pills. 

Still, nearly all the doc- 
tors polled said they rarely 
sug^st the procedure to 
their patients, and if they 
do, it's usu^ly when a 
regular method of birth 
control either failed or 
wasn't used. The doctor 
survey has a margin of 
error of 5.7 per cent. 

U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration spokes- 
man Lawrence Bachorik 
said the agency would be 
receptive to any drug com- 
ply that sought permis- 
siOD to market a regimen 
of moming-affer pBIs, but 
none has tried. 


Scientists : 
identify gene ! 
responsibie fot 
kidney disease 


By Lmri Valigra 
Reuter 

FRAMINGHAM, Mas- 
sachusetts — Researchers 
say they have fulljr identi- 
fied the composition of a 
gene that causes a com- 
mon inherited kidney dis- 
ease, opening tbe door for 
tbe devdiopment of new 
genetic diagnostic tests 
and possible treatments. 

Tbe Bnd makes it possi- 
ble eveatuaUy to treat tbe 
causes of tbe disease, 
rather than only its symp- 
toms, said /Catherine Klm- 
ger, vice president of sci- 
ence at IG Laboratories 
Inc in Framingham, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dr. Klinger, principal 
investigator for tbe se- 
quencing study, and her 
colleagues at tbe Johns 
Hopkins Medical Institu- 
tions in Maryland and Los 
Alamos National Labora- 
tory in New Mexico i^n- 
tiSed tbe sequence for the 
PKDl gene that causes 
autosomal dominant poly- 
cystic kidney disease in 
more than 500,000 Amer- 
ican adults. 

Tbe disease, which can 
be inherited ffom either 
parent, affects about one 
in 1,000 people. Each 
child of an affseted adult 
has a 50 percent chance of 
inheriting the gene caus- 
ing tbe disease. Though 
damage to the body begins 
as a child, tbe ^mptoms 
generaBy are not visible 
until age 40 or older. 


Dr. Klinger said abm 
10 per cent of Westemen 
unaeij^ing kidney diafysis 
or renal transplants have 
the disease. ^ for beat- 
ments have focused 
treating compUcaj^ms oJ 
the dikirder rather thaa 
tbe disorder itself. 

“One of tbe ffustratioa-- 

of chose of ti5 who care for 






t.h 

• 


individuals with polycys&' 1 


kidney disease 
of therapies effective if'-t: 
preventing renal foilure,', 

Dr. Gregory Germuio, d 
principal investigator or 
the project for /ohns Hop 
kins, said in a statement 
J^ple with the diseas' 
can develop cysm in thd 
kidneys, liver, pancref . 

*and spleen, weakeoej 
heart valves, braC . 
aneurysms, hernias an 
intestinal problems. Ji 
cysts cause enJar^meni ■ 
of tbe kidneys and 
cause kidney failure. idOchfar , ' 

Every human has S«it€ 

copies of tbe PKDl geak< . 

Tbe gene becomes barn 
ful when it nfuiates t. 
genetic predeterminatia 
The Bndin^ by B ■ 
team of scientists' will't 
presented Friday at tf - 
1995 ren^ cystic 'tBsda 

workshop in Beitbesda at 

publisbed in tbe Ag - 
issue of the journal ri.' 
man Molecular Genetic ; 

British scientists la 
June IdentiBed PKDl ■ 
the gene that causes pri 
cystic kidney disease. B . , 
they did not folly seq.- 
ence tbe gene. 




ANSWERS 


BANK -OF KNOWLEDGE, 

1. The Liffey 

2. /sarit5>n (until 1925), on the Vd/ga, renamed ■ 

commemorate its defence by Stalin in 1917 agaim 

the.. White Russians. Stalin died in 195T w ^ =' 

1962 the name was changed to Volgograd, i; - 

3. Alexandrine • 

4. Wild cherries r / 

5. An ancient Herald's Wand carried by a Greek^. , 
Roman hera/d. Also tbe fabled wand was cambiji. 

by Hermes or Mercury as tbe messenger of godt' .l ' ' 
usuaBy represented with two serpents twice : ; 

round it ' i ' 



^rsitv 


PUZZLES 

As many shoes as tiiere are inhabitants in the '• 

Tbe one-legged group require one shoe eacfr- . 

one-half of the remaindler of tbe popuJatioa.i:::^/ - ' 4 

barefoot, that is equivalent to aB the temaiatr*-/' ' 

pwu/ation wearing one shoe apiece. The perceobtf^i;' '' ^"^ r -v 

of the one-legg^ might, ofeounse, be anyotiierdu''- i... . 

the Bve stated in tbe problematic puzzle; tbe ansf^ •, * 

must a/wa>s be the same. 









JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRZDAY, APRIL 6-7, 1995 11 


‘ ?L'. "t.'.-; L-t-'; 


Florida 


amelia ISLAND. Florida 
(AP) — Gabriela Sabatini, 
beaten last week by a player 
ranked 88th in the world, 
egrouped Tuesday against 
\igentine compatriot Maria 
ose Gaidano with a 6-0, 6-0 
out in die Bausch and Lomb 
laampionships. 

Sabatini, who has played in 
ix of the last seven Bausch 
nd Lomb finals, fought off 
iree double faults to win the 
pening game of her first 
latch. 

She than rolled to the easy 
ctory in 59 minutes — her 
rst career match against 
<aidano. who is ranked No. 
JO on Ae WTA Tour. 
Sabatini, seeded second 
id ranked No. 7 in the 
orld, fought back from 
tree 40-15 deficits to keep 
'aidano from winning a 
3int. 

“It feels good to have a 
; : tch like that.” said Sabati- 
li, who lost to Lea Ghirardi 
•f France last week in the 
irst round of the Family Cir- 
:le Magazine Cup at Hilton 
lead bland, Sou^ Carolina. 
‘1 think I played very good 
ennis.” 

Sabatini said she felt 
Gaidano .was a bit awed at 
die matchup. 

“Probably, 1 think that 
made a difference,'' she said. 





Juventus stunned by Borussia Dortmund 
while Parma win at Leverkusen 


\® 









Worid No. 7 'Gabrieia Sabatini 


“She's never played against 
me and I'm from the same 
home. I was expecting her to 
be a little nervous. But she 
tried her best. She made a lot 
of errors.” 

Sabatini's third-round 
match will be against another 
Argentine, Bettina Fulco- 
Villella, who upset 10th- 
seeded Sandra Cecchini of 
Italy 6-1, 6-4, Tuesday. And 
Sabatini could face yet 
another Argentine. No. 6 
seed Ines Gorrochategui. in 
the quarterfinals. 

Ctecbini was one of four 
seeds to lose Tuesday. The 
most prominent upset was 
No. 4 seed Judith Wiesner of 
Austria, who lost 7-6. 64 to 
Katarzyne Nowak of Poland. 


Other seeded players 
beaten were No. 11 Sabine 
Appelmans of Belgium, who 
lost 6-1, 6-2 to Silvia Farina 
to Italy, and No. 14 Larisa 
Neiland of Latvia, who re- 
tired with a sprained ankle 
while trailing Virginia Ruano 
PascuaJ of ^in 6-2, 2-0. 

Hie only seeds to win be- 
side Sabatini were No. 9 Irina 
Spirlea of Romania, who 
stopped Sarah Pitwoski of 
France, 7-6, 6-4; Gor- 
rochategui. who rallied past 
Tami Whitlinger-Jones of the 
United States, 6-3, 0-6, 6-3; 
and No. 15 Chanda Rubin of 
the United States, who beat 
Adriana Serra-Zanetti of Ita- 
ly 6-2, 6-1. 


PARIS (AFP) — An all Ita- 
lian UEFA Cup final be- 
tween league le^rs Juven- 
tus and second placed Parma 
took a severe knock when 
Borussia DoitiBpnd stunned 
Juventus in Milan with a 2-2 
draw in thdr semi-final first- 
le« match Tuesday night. 

^e Germans twice took 
the lead in a bad tempered 
match and it was only a goal 
three minutes from time from 
Juventus' German defender 
Jurgen Kohler that allowed 
the Italians a draw. 

Borussia went one up when 
midfielder Stefan Reuter 
opened the scoring in the 
seventh minute. Although 
Juventus pulled level thanks 
to a Roberto Baggio penalty 
in the 28th minute, his first 
attempt at a spot kick since 
bis dramatic miss for Italy in 
the World Cup final agmnst 
Braal, Borussia went back in 
front in the 70th minute 
through their-ex Italian 
league player Andreas Mol- 
ler. 

Moller took advantage of 
the space being left by the 
pushing Juventus defence to 
unleash a blistering 30-yard 
shot that Angelo Peruzzi had 
no chance of stopping. 

It was a match where neith- 
er side was prepared to take 
any prisoners. Dortmund bad 
five bookings, including Kar- 
lheinz Riedle apd Matthias 
Sammer who will now miss 
the return leg in a forth- 
night's time because of pre- 
vious bookings. 

JunvcDtus' Moreno Tor- 
ricelli will also miss the next 
match after getting his mar- 







7' 









Onitn nf Parma stretches for the baP as be attacks Leverkusen's Panlo Sergio (right) 
cAmifSnai UEFA Cop Dutch. PUrma won 2-1 (AFP photo) 




citing orders' when he col- 
lects his second yellow c^ 
of the game in the dying 
seconds. 

But if the result was a blow 
to the Italian side their deci- 
sion to play in AC Milan's 
San Siro stadium proved to 
be the financial success they 
had hoped for. 

.Qub officials, fed up by 
low attendances in Turin for 
UEFA Cup matches, decided 
more people in Milan would 


turn out to cheer them on. 
They were correct — 80,000 
fau packed ±e stadium. 

But if Juventus were strug- 
gling their league rivals Par- 
ma were overcoming Bayern 
Leverkusen in Germany after 
falling behind halfway 
through the first half. 

Leverkuseu, boosted by 
the return of Bemd Sdiuster, 
took the lead in the 20th 
minute through a goal by 


Brazilian Paufo Ser^'o who 
b^f-voUeyed home a comer. 

But a five minute spell 
early in the second half saw 
Parma, despite misting de- 
fender Lui^ Appollhu and 
suspended striker Marco 
Branca, snatch two goals to 
give Bayer Leverkusen a 
mountain to climb in the 
second leg. 

The Italian’s first goal 
came when (jerman defender 
Marcus Happe foiled to pick 


their first leg 


up Dino Baggio in the 48th 
minute. The Italian World 
Cup star made no mistake to 
level the score. 

Five minutes later Faustino 
Asprilla collected a pass from 
defender Alberto Di Qiiara 
and. hammered it past goal- 
keeper Rudiger V^lbom. 

It was a perfect return for 
Asprilla who had been sus- 
pended for Parma's quarter- 
final meeting with Denmark's 
Odense. 


Oepleted Chelsea face Real test Americas defeats Star and Stripes for bonus point 


DNDON (AFP) — Chelsea 
:w out to Spain for Thurs- 
.fS' first leg of the Cup 
inners Cup semi-final, 
ainst Real ^ragoza with-' 
t injured midfielders De- 
is Wise and Eddie Newton. 
Skipper Wise, currently on 
lice oail following his con- 
tion for assault and crimin- 
dgmage, has missed seven 
Itches with a tom thigh 
uscle suffered in the 
la'rter-final first leg in 
ujes. 

Newton, ‘out for four 
m'es with a hamstring prob- 
m. also sat out the return 
liainst the Belgians which 
(Thelsea clinch a 2-1 
ggreeate win, thanks to 
jals mm Marko Stein and 
aul Furlong in the 2-0 
rcond leg victory at Siam- 
>rd Bridge. 

The unavailability of two 
F hjs English-born players is 
blbw for Hoddle but the 
helsea manager was given a 
oosf when Gavin Peacock 
-dared himself fit after in- 
iry.' 

Hoddle said of Wise and 
ewton: “Their absence 
leans my options for team 
:lection are reduced.” 

Bu.t Hoddle now looks 
kely to start with Kevin 
.itchcock in goal rather than 
^calling Russian Dmitri 


Kharine. allowing the use of 
more “foreign” outfield play- 
ers to accommodate UEFA's 
selection guidelines. 

The Chelsea manager has 
also ordered his players to 
keep their cool in Thursday's 
match against opponents, 
who have gained a reputation 
for intimidation and rou^h 
play, with 10 players dismis- 
sed this season. 


The West London dub are 
also confident they will avoid 
the damaging scenes of mass 
arrests and deportations 
which marred their trip to 
Bruges. 

Hundreds of their follow- 
ers were prevented entry into 
Belgium and others were 
kicked out of the country 
before the game against 
Bruges. 


LAND FOR SALE 

Right on the Amman-Agaba highway between Dissi 
and Ouairah. 

Each piece is 10-15 donums. 

Donum between JD 300-500. 

Phone 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

No. 813904 3 days 


FOR BENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, American 
furniture, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large 
sitting room.dining room,T.V. room, one 
balcony, central heating, heat insulation, lift, 

guarded pari< and telephone. 

■ ' V,.V. ' ■ 

Rasheed^Near ilergsatem^^ 

Annual Rent JD650b.Tel.695542. 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — A 
basic tenet of America's Cup 
competition is that whoever 
holds the trophy can change 
the rules. 

There was supposed to be a 
knockout race Tuesday be- 
tween Dennis Conner and 
AmericaS's mostly women's 
team. But both crew were 
still alive after the race be- 
cause the three defence 
syndicates agreed not long 
before race time that every- 
one-would get into the Finals. 

America3's Mighty Mary 
won by 5 minutes, 59 
seconds. The 15 women and 
one man did not know the 


deal had been cut and cele- 
brated as if they had elimin- 
ated Conner. Actually all 
they accomplished was to win 
one bonus point for the fin- 


aJs. change because they felt the “The San Diego Yacht 

The three defence syndi- controversy over Conner's Club can agree to do it in a 

cates, with the blessing of the mid-round change of a dam- different way than they 

San Diego Yacht Club's de- aged keel had afferted the started out,” said Chuck 

fence committee, made the ' competition. Nichols, president of Amer- 

ica's Cup '95. 



THE BEST MUSIC SYOHE 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

■ S N4HE"THI7.''lOLi -TfiySt.. ; 

; -.TEL.. ■692696 

■' \ garo'ehs' sr,. 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES ' 
CO LTD 

Announces The Invitation To Tender 
■ Np,:iOF/95' 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. i 
20F/95 insurance of fertiliser industriai com- 
plex in Aqaba against fire and allied perils. 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC office in Amman, Supply Depart- j 
ment. until 2:00 p.m. local time Thursday ? 
April 13th, 1995, application for documents 
should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee. of JDf60} for each set of , 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is . 
12:00 hours local time Monday. April 17th 
1995. . ' 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


Funusbed Apatimeot For Real 

In Um Uthaiim 

(Consists of three bedrooms, L-shaped dining room 
and salon, two bathrooms, independent central 
heating, telephone. Luxurious fdmiture. Suitable for 
diplomats. 

Please call tel. 820259 




Apnl 14 - 16 


(ceramic & pottery show) 


SOUTH AFRICAN PASSPORT LOST 

^ipisi Phendukile Orrah lost my international 
3 a^port which has the No. 02363659 and other 
ravtelling document. 

if found please contact the South African Embassy, 
nearest police station or Tei. 788516 


THE EMBASSY OF ITALY ANNOUNCES 


The starting of Italian Classes . all levels on IS 
April 1995 , at "COLLEGIUM TERRAE 
SANCTAE* in Jabul Lweibdeh on Saturday , 
Monday, Wednesday from 4 to S.30 and from 6 
•to 7.30 p.m. 

Fees : 60 J.Ds. (30 lessons - 45 hours) 

Registration at the Italian Embassy , tel. 638185, 
Language Department every day ( close Friday- 
Saturday) from 9 to 13.00 up to April 13. 


A CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

VOLVO 240 station wagon - CD plate. 34000 kms - 
model 1991 - many options ordinary^gear - excellent 
condition. JD 6500 (negotiable). 

Call 831080 (Hana) 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

A foreign company in Amman is seeking to employ 
an Executive Secretary with the following require- 
ments: 

- University degree 

- Full command of and Arabic languages. 

- Minimum 5 years experience in all office duties. 

Only very well qualified and distinguished appli- 
cants are invited to forward their telephone number 
and adciress. 

THE ADMINISTRATION MANAGER 
P.O.BOX 921839 
AMMAN - 11192 - JORDAN 

All apf^icatims will be treated with strict eonridentiality. 
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Fresh Shipment from KELLOGGS 
Save Over 20% on 


FROSTIES 
500 Gram 
JD 3.890 


DEL 

MONTE 
Ketchup 
Squeezable 
794 ML Bottle 
JD 1.850 


A LOT MORE 
OFFERS AWAIT YOU 
AT THE STORE 



RICE 
KRISPIES 
440 Gram 
JD 3.490 



(CLIP&SAVE) 

(400 Fills Off) 

On Any Case 
Of 24 Cans 
Diet Pepsi Cola Products 



ipment from 

FIESTA 
Parboiled Long 
(arain Rice 
Save Over 20% on 


Alahlia-w Abela 

WiF 5LBBag(2J!7KUIog)JD 1.750 

Superstore iolb Bag (4.54Kaiog)JD 3.351 


-r 



eSnffna Tel.; 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest Gump 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:15. 9:15 

Jala Fahmi, kamal Shinnawi 
Najah Al Mawji .... In 
TATA WARIKA 

AND MR. KATHEM 

shows;12:30,3:30,5;00.6:30,8:30,10;30 


Gnema Tel.: 677^ 

CONCORD 


CONCORD 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhftt & AndadOeh 

Shows: 12J0. 3:1S, 6.>00. 6:30. 11:00 

CONCORD <2’ 
Jean-Claude Vdn Damm 
STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12:30. 3*J0. 5:45. 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 




Musa Hljazln “Sum’s'* 

in me political satire 

Hi CIttoii 

written and directed by 
Mohammad A! Shawaqfa 
dally on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre do^ on Monday 

— Haifa Al itoha In the 
children's play • 


Tc|.; 675571 

NaM Al MuUni ThMtra 


Shows of “Qirbeh 
Makhzouqa’’ will 
be stopped from 
now until further 
notice. 





NabH 81 Hiaham's Tell: 623155 

ahlah THEATRI 


The political satire: 
ALSaiiUHYASAlAM 

«t 8:30 p.m. 

For rosorvation, ploaae cal 
825155 

The theatre Is closed 
Saturdw & Sundays 


















European Investment B ank widens role iu Arab World 
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By Snleiiiian Al Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — The European 
lovestment Bank (£IB) 
could direct neaily 1 billion 
• ECU ($1.3 billion) a year to 
North Africa and the Levant 
from 1996 as part of a wider 
European role, a senior bank 
ofGdal said Tuesday. 

'The European Commis- 
sion has proposed involve- 
ment of the EIB of some 
order and magnitude which 
would mean a Utde'less tiian 


one billioa Europe Cunen- 
cy Units (ECU) investments 
per year,'* Ariane 
Obolensky, vice presideat of 
the European Investment 
Bank, told Reuten. 

The ofGdal said the EIB 
commitment was under dis- 
cussion In the European I7n- 
ion (EU), which sets EIB 
priorities, with the 
Medit e rran e an r^on now 
“one of its priori^ areas.*' 

EU sources said a deciaon 
«as expected by mid-1995. 

The region takes in North 


Africa aiid Israel, Syria and 
Jordan in the Middle East. 

Ms. Obolenslgr said the 
EU intended “to strengthen 
and broaden the content and 
means of ooc^)eratioa*’ in a 
Meditenanean policy to be 
set in the next few months. 

The official, wbo^. was 
finishing a visit to Pales^an 
self-rule areas and Jordan, 
sdd the-EU hoped the F-tR 
would raise Im commit- 
ments to the n»on above the 
600 million ECUs ($7^ mfl- 
hoo) in IW. Assistance was 


800 fflilliofl ECUs ($1 billion) 
in 1993. 

“We hope to do better in 
1995, I think we could go 
e^y to the figures of 
1993 and perhaps a little bit 
■ Mjfrer .” ^ said. 

The EIB, in its first direct 
support for Middle East 
p eace , has committed 250 
mfllk in ECUs ($325 minion) 
in the Palestinian Gaza setf- 
rnle area and the West Bank 
to cover the next four years, 
she added. 

It has not disbursed funds, 


waiting for die Pales tmian 
Authority to detail infrastruc- 
ture projects that include 
Gazaj^rt and a power plant 
the EIo agreed in priodi^e to 
finance. 

“We hope we will soon be 
in a position to lend that . 
money and 1 am more opti- 
mistic now that I have seen 
some opportunities ...I have 
great ho^ that die projects 
will co^ soon,** she s^. 

The official said 25 milhon 
ECUs ($32.5 million) for 
“financial intermediaries'* to 


relend to small and medium- 
sized finns was the “quickest 
way to disburse at least the 
first tranche of the 250 mil- 
lion ECUs until feasibility 
studies for bigger projects 
were completed. 

The EIB was nec 
with two banks in me Gaza 
self-rule area and the West 
Bank on the project, which 
die official said she hoped 
would be^ by the summer. 
She would not name the 
bmiks but banking sources 
said Arab Bank was in- 
volved. 


Prospects for Middle East development bank dim 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A meeting of the 
world's biggest development 
bank switched gears Wednes- 
day to consicur creating a 
siinilar hfiddle Eastm bmik, 
but proq>ects were dim. 

A seminar on the U.S.- 
backed proposal was held 
during the annual meeting of 
the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank (lADB) in occu- 
fued Jerusatem but braelis 
and Palestinians raised many 
objections. 

“The case for the Middle 
East development bank is a 
strong one,” said U.S. Treas- 
ury Undersecretary l^iwr- 


ence Summers. “Parlies in 
oonflid here do not y^ have 
a rich fabric of institutions 
that unite them.” 

The U.S. govennnent de- 
cided to back the creation of 
a Middle East bank aft^ a 
delegation of Israeli, Palesti- 
nian, Jordanian and Egyptian 
officials met U.S. officials 
last year. 

Tt was tile first time a 
del^atioQ representing tiiose 
four entities had come 
toother with a common 
objective,*' Mr. Summers 
said. ‘That was what led ^ 
United States to sui^xnt snefa 
a bank.” 


The bank is the dream of 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who believes 
prosperity is key to regUmal 
stability. 

Yet oearW six months after 
leading officials from the 
Middle East backed the idea 
at a cooferenoe in Casablan- 
ca, Gttle has been done to get 
it off the ground. 

“We are working tt>o mnefa 
on insticutioas and not del- 
ing wiffi the basic problems,” 
stud Amin Haddad, deputy 
Chief executive officer of the 
private Palestine Develop- 
ment and Investment Ltd. 

“I tirink if each of the 


participants does not see the 
added value of having such a 
bank, the bank uni! &1,** be 
said. 

He said Palestinians do not 
yet have banking regulations 
or the legal framework to 
truly benwt from a regional 
bank. 

Hisham Awaitani, head of 
the economics department at 
An Najah University in Nab- 
lus, said be feared such a 
bank would foster further 
Pulestinian dependence on 
handouts. 

Israelis also expressed 
doubts that a big regional 


bank was the way to go. 

“We don’t need institu- 
tions that are political talk 
shops. We neea more gras- 
sroots work,** said maricets 
analyst ^chas Landau. 

Palestinians say the pros- 
pects for a regiona] bank 
have grown bleaker in recent 
moQ&. 

Israeli-Palestinian relations 
have be^ severely strained 
by a series of attacks in Israel 
carried out by Muslim ex- 
tremists and subsequent 
Israeli bans on Palestinian 
workers and goods. 

. Kfr. Awartani said Palesti- 
nian unemployment has risen 


and living standards have de- 
clined since the signing of the 
declaration of principles 
peace agreement m Septem- 
ber 19^ 

Thongh some countries 
as Saudi Arabia have 
opposed creating a regional 
bank, proponents bad hoped 
to fonnally approve tiw bank 
at another conference in Am- 
man in October. 

This, too, is increasingly 
doubt^. 

“The way things are going 
I don't even loiow if the 
conference in Amman will 
take place,*' Mr. Haddad 
said. 


EBRD polishes its image rather than the marble 


LONDON (R) — The Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development 
(EBRD), damned in its early 
years for profligacy, is gear- 
ing up to ask for more 
money, this time to spend on 
member countries rather 
than glittering headquarters. * 

Set up five years ago to 
help eastern Europe make, 
the transition to Western- 
style free markets, the 
EBRD has been strug^ng to 
shake off the legacy <^ts first 
prudent Jacques Attali who 
lavished millions on its Lon- 
don base. 

Now, nearly two years af- 
ter Mr. Atcali's resignation, 
the EBRD wants to lay the 
groundwork at this week's 
annual meeting for an in- 
crease in its $13.2 billion 

OTtal base, 

analy^ "ay that 
A'ttali’s replacement, former 


French central bank governor 
Jacques de Larosiere, will 
face an uphill struggle con- 
vincing shareholder nations 
that the time is ripe. 

“The key issue at this 
meeting wiU be the capital 
base,” the EBRD’s director 
for Austria, Heiner Uiscfain 
' said. “But mtybe it’s not the 
best timing. I can’t imagine 
tiiat a country like the Uni^ 
States will easily agree to a 
capital increase.” 

The EBRD was born at the 
end of the cold war, a grand 
gesture by Western leaders 
who wanted a mulffiateral 
bank to finance the recon- 
struction of eastern Europe. 
It now has 59 shareholder 
countries and institutions 
from East and WesL 
Its first years were, bowev- 
ia, dogged .t^.jqontr<^9y: as ; 
Mr. Attali. fonnerly a top 
aide to French President 


Francois Mitterrand, spent 
freely on executive jets and 
fitted out the EBRD's head- 
quarters with Italian marble. 

After an outcry. Mr. Attali 
resipied in di^ace. Mr. De 
Laiusiere was drafted in by 
Western shareholders to cut 
costs. 

He embarked on a mission 
to turn the EBRD into a 
more solid, if less ^amorous, 
institution and a more effec- 
tive backer of the burgeoning 
private sector in eastern 
Europe. 

The 370 government offi- 
cials and 2,600 bankers due 
to attend this year’s annual 
meeting from April 8-11 will 
deliver their verdict on Kfr. 
De Larosiere’s austere reg- 
ime and have a first chance to 
dnpuss plans, for a capi^ 

inereasc/*a>v.;^ i. ->.• 

The wants to lay 

the ground ^rk, arguing it 


needs more capital if it is to 
play a full jole in helping 
former communist Europe 
alongside the two prime 
multilateral institutions — 
the Internationa] f^netary 
Fund (IMF) and die Worid 
Bank. 

So far about 60 per cent 
- the EBRD’s capital base has 
been committed and direc- 
tors such as Mr. Luschin say 
it is too small. 

“If we’d like to achieve 
more, it needs more money,” 
he said. 

But Mr. De Larosiere 
knows that he has to prove 
that costs are under control if 
he is to convince Western 
government shareholder 
su^ as the United States. 
'Britain and -Germany to in- 
crewohe capitel hawi. 

Rumours of more cost cuts 


spread in recent weeks. 
11)610 is even talk the EBRD 
will quit its headquarters and 
it h^ already rented out 
some space to a Japanese 
bank. 

Chief economist Nick 
Stem would not comment 
directly on the rumours but 
told Reuters that the EBRD, 
like any business, was always 
looking around for cost sav- 
ings which included checking 
tee property market. 

Hints from Germany that 
tee bank should move to 
Bonn look unlikely to find 
favour. 

But tee annual meeting is 
likely to examine closely the 
costs of the EBRD’s 23- 
strong board of directors — a 



millton of^me bank:a«unnual 
budget of SIjBS million, -r 


L. America told to tighten belt to face Mexico crisis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Latin America must 
listen its belt further to deal 
with the fioanciai crisis 
sparked by Merico but a bet- 
ter repose is needed to 
counter the damage from In- 
ternationa] capital outflow, 
offidals told a bank meeting. 
. The annual Inter- 
American Development 
Bank (lADB) meeting, 
wbidi (^ned in occupied 
Jerusalem Tuesday, is being 
dominated by feUout of the 


Mexico shodt and its implica- 
tions for recovery in tee rest 
of tee region. 

Merican Finance Munster 
• GuiUmtno Ortiz, at the oeo- 
tre of the storm, told inteina- 
tional bankers and offidals 
from the lADB’s 46 member 
countries the worst of the 
crisis was over. 

“I think it is fair to say we 
have left the worst of our 
payments crisis behind and I 
am sure when investors ev- 
aluate the situation, confi- 


dence will retuni,** be said in 
an address as outing chair- 
man of the lADB governon. 

The Mexican experience 
has produced an intense de- 
bate at the lADB meeting 
here among bankers and offi- 
dals over m dangers of vola- 
tile capital flows, dollar 
weakness and tee impact of 
tisinE world interest rates, dl 
of which have hit the region. 

lADB President Enrique 
^esias, opening the meet- 
ing, said the regioD has no 


alternative but to continue 
reforms if it is tb resut the 
pressares of global markets. 

“Tbere is no alternative to 
good house-keeping,** he 
said, adding Latin America 
must adapt to the global mar- 
kets and that sbort-term spe- 
culative moi^ments are not 
an aigumeot against econo- 
mic Uberslisatioa policies. 

But be also vrarned teat 
Ifrtin American economies, 
whidi are opening up to 
world markets in reverse of 


their dosed market approach 
in tee debt crisis of the 1980s. 
most recognise the risks and 
adapt to the growing volatil- 
ity in financial markets. 

“Growing globalisation 
can continue to be a vety 
positive force for economic 
development, but it can also 
become exposed to powerful 
speculative movements of 
capital,” be said. 

But be gave no details to 
tee meeting of a vital 
bililon rescue package. 


Japanese 
companies 
flee from 
the yen 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
companies highlighted the 
damge being done to the 
economy by the rise of the 
yen by announdng plans to 
move production abroad and 
planning for an exchange rate 
of 85 to the dollar, on 
Wednesday. 

Major electronics‘c6fnpany 
Toshiba Gap. said It would 
boost its procurement of 
parts and materials from 
abroad to cope with the rapid 
appreciarroo- of jthe yen; 

I THTcompahy said it would 
buy raaienais-worth-360 bil- 
lion yen ($4 billion) from 
abroad, and particularly from 
Asia, from next year. This 
would be an increase from 
310 billion yen. 

The Shimazdu Corp. said it 
would begin producing 
measuring instruments in Au- 
stralia. with components pro- 
cured from Singapore and 
other Asian countries, in an 
attempt to cut its production 
costs by 20 per cent. 

And videogame maker 
Nintendo said Wednesday 
that it would bite the bullet 
and set its internal exchange 
rate at 85 yen. as well as 
cutting its export ratio from 
37 per cent to 30 per cenit. 


Peanuts 


I CANT BELIEVE ITI i'm 
positive there was a 6IRL 
NAMED EMILY. AND THAT 
SHE ASKED ME TO DANCE.. 



YOU VE FOOLED YOURSELF 
BEFORE, CHARLIE BROWN. BUT 
YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY ONE. 
YOU KNOW. .LOTS OF PEOPLE 
FOOL themselves.. 


I SHOULD HAVE DANCED 
WITH THEM.. 






Andy Capp 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“When I was cleaning out my belly 
button I found some gum, toenail 
clippers, three candies and 37 cents!” 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


ffEFFVOU 
SHOULPdET 
MARRIED, 
IT'S REALiy 
FUN/ 


vuga, XM 
i€LASVoO'K 
ESJOyiHG 
VbURSEl-F 
eoj 



Unsenmbis these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four or^aiy words. 


THAT GCRAMBLEO WORD GAME 
9 by Hanrt Arnold and Mike Ar^rlon 

r" 

That'll be 
two dollars 


CUJIE 


rL 
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tduoh to po 

WITH INFLATION. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
tom the surpitse answw, as sug- 
gested by the abme cartoon. 


Print answer here: J j H ” ICXJ 


Yesterday's 


^An sw ers tomorrow) 

JumMes: POKER BATHE SHANTY SOOCET 
Answer whythabaHerinanevertnlssedacue — 

SHE WAS ON HER TOES 


‘Yes’ to computer chips, 
‘no’ to potato chips ‘ J 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — India's main opposition partyJ 
pledged to review the participation of multi^onal ccq-- 
in the consumer goods sector if it comes to power i^^ 
elections next year. Murli Manobar Joshi, a leader .. 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP. Indian People's Party), 

IBndu revivalist party supported fbrei^ investment in i^ 
technology and infrastructure but not in the consumer ^ 
sector. “Computer chips, yes, potato chips, no,*’ he tq'~ 
gathering of some 1(X) senior BJP leaders m the western su- '• 
of Goa. . Mr. Joshi, a former BJP president, was ^Kaknui- 
reporters following the adoption of a resolution ot 
economy at the Goa meeting by BJP leaden. y 
The resolution described the economic reforms of^| 
Congress ^ government of Prime Minister P.V. NarasS 
as “diirtorted” and said a BJP administration would^ 
greater emphasis on self-reliance. Mr. Joshi said if the 
came to power in parliamen^y elections due by May of iS ” 
year, foreign investment in the consumer goo^ and 
scale industries sector would be reviewed on a case-by-ci^ ' 
basis. He said the decision in each case would be base^ 
“merit.” 




FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 6, 1995 ' 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrotoger. Carroll Righter fbundafidn 

ARIES: (March 21 K> April 19) If you want to have a beOe 
relations^ with those you want as partners, it is not to beg 
seif-opinionated. ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Put more effort into your tasks lodaJ 
and you can get rid of some flaw in them so that you can get the 
benefits. ' 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Any small risks you take today cooitf 
turn out succe^ully provided by express yourself well to thc^wha 
are in authority. J ■ 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) This is an idea] day to W 
your home in fine shape for those who visit, your marketn^ 
oomplet^ and make your family feeling happy. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 Check and recheck any siaiementi oi 
reports and make sure they are accurate. Make cenain toielepbM, 
before dropping in on others. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Go over your accounts today 
and get them in order so that you can collect or pay. as the case 
be. very soon. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Study what you most deare 
for tonight and see how is best to gain your aims and desires. Get oof 
today and visit with friends. ■' . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you do something reailjr 
nice for the one you love you can get excellent response. Apply 
yourself seriously to vritaterer are your tasks. ' r^. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Contacting yonr - 
closest friends and discussing your ambitions with them can bring 
fine results today for your success. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 to January 20) Good will means mud) * 
to you today so expand your efforts in such direction and have ftoe 
credit by tbe^ who are in charge. ' . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fcbruaiy 19) Missives from can bb' 

a little confusing to you but can assist you to advance today if you 
study them well. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Your intuition is basically sound .. 
but couple it today with good judgment. Your mate's strange 
behaviour homes' clarified tonight. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 7, 1995 

By Thomas $: Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Cet something at which you ate 
skilled completed earfr today, and then make certain yoii sqI;w thos^ 
ptobiems with outsiders. . . i 1 i- n- 


ourJ 

inmi 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2oj ^lan some time to build up your 
energies through exercised If you want to participate in recreaDOo{ 
today, make sure it is not too costly, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Some thoughtful act to prove your 
devotion to your mate is wise this morning. Conditions may be tense, 
later tonight if you allow. 

MOON CmUlREN: (June 22 to July 21) You should enjoy eariy- 
today your abode since later situations tonight may arise which will-, 
require strength, care and caution. 

LEO: (July 22 to Au^t 21) Mediating early today can be most, 
helpful to you and tonight )rou can gain many benefits from this, hit' 
im|k>rtant that you exercue care while on the road., 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Any financial discussioB 
should be handled during the daytime today since later tonight 
practical affaira could bnng tenseness. 

LIBRA: (September 23 ID October 22} You have the right answeisiQ 
problems this morning, but later today your vision ts.smnewbat 
blurred to what reajly occurs and you could make mistakes. . \ 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You have a plan in mioil 
today which will not bring you much success, so forget about the inltsf . 
for the time being and latch on tosomething better tonight. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Althoi^ yoa . 
want to go out socially with some good friends, it is best that yOR 
handle some personal affairs which are important for your success . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You should avcM'- 
higher-ups today since they are not in a very favourable mood. TN. 
is day to be wise, careful and safe in uliatever are your activities.- . 
AQOaRIUS: (January 21 to February 19) This is a good day to lakf 
any trips of any kind with your mate, even if they are short sma : 
there will be positive results for you both. Don't let anyone inposi , ' 
on your pleasure today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This is a good day to study ioR _ 
written material and rid yourself of stumbling blocks which stand ■ 
the way of your success and achieving great progress. ^ 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crqgsworcl 


by Betty JorganMn 


ACROSS 
1 Ratneauand 
dogs 

SSoaksflax 
9 SoundBol 
co me n t m a u 

12 Ploy 

13 Razes 

15 Goto — 
(Msrioiaia) 

16 Oliha moutfi 
17— Eaihart 
iSAIeegiie 

19 Viinerablaspol 
22Shadda9 
25Cloyvig 
sa ntf mant 
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29 GJ.'s dim 

.eoSicad 
32 Et — 
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39 Spanks 

40 OMahoma Oiy 
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47 RochyM 
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problem 

57 Ctum 
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22 GovLorg. 
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28 haHanpoH 
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Egyptian businessmen pianning 
$1.5 biliion petrochemicai piant 


MSMMT VXITMTCXAXi KMUCSO? 
BOOSUe BMUC C BIfJIIH MOfAX - SBKBISMII 
BXXPRONfi 6S0170 / 663170 

OeCMniBD HXRIZT SHARK PfOCl tXST FW NBDSR8DAK 05/04/1995 


CAIRO fR) — Egyptian 
businessmen announced 
Wednesday plans for a S.2S 
billion pound ($1.5 billion) 
petrodiemical plant on a site 
north of the town of Suez. 

Negotiations with Japanese 
and North American com- 
paniese are moving rapidly 
towards agreement on part- 
nership arrangements for 
each of about 15 individual 
production units, they said. 

The companies include 
Dow Chemical, Dupont 
Canada. Itochu, Hitachi, 
Marubeni, Mitsui and Mitsu- 
bishi. 

“Things are going very fost 
and we hope to reach the 
partnership agreements with- 
in a few months." Raed 
Hashim, a private business- 
man investing in the project, 
told Reuters. 

A holding company for the 
project; probably to be 
named Cental for Petroche- 


micals, has so far received 
capital pledges of alx>ut 610 
million pounds ($180 mil- 
lion), mostly from Egyptian 
banks and private companies, 
the businessmen said. 

The state’s Egyptian 
General Petroleum ^rpora- 
tion (EGPC) and its sub- 
sidiaries plan to contribute 20 
per cent of an initial c^tal of 
one billion pounds ($300 mil- 
lion). 

Sameh Fahmy, EGPC's 
vice-chairman for planning 
and projects, told Reuters 
the complex would process 
about 500,000 tonnes of 
naphtha and 2SO;000 tonnes 
of associated gas a year. 

The probable products 
would include 200,000 tonnes 
a year of polyethylene, 
100,000 tonnes of polypropy- 
lene, 80,000 tonnes of poly- 
vinyl chloride, 45,000 tonnes 
of butadiene rubber, 40,000 
tonnes of polystyrene and 


30,000 tonnes of ethylene gly- 
col. 

Mr. Fahmy said the projea 
was one of the outcome of 
the Middle East economic 
summit held in Casablanca 
last year. It was raised agmn 
with the Japane^ companies 
when Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak visited Japan 
last month. 

’There’s been a very good 
response from the U.S. and 
Japanese companies and 
from the Egyptian private 
seaor. So everting is going 
very quickly,’* he added. 

Dow Chemical originally 
focused on the ethylene and 
polyethylene but has since 
shown interest in the whole 
complex, he said. Marubeni 
is interested mainly in the 
polypropylene. 

Dupont Canada is talking 
about a nylon unit, Mr. 
Hashim added. 

“Most of the production 


will be for expon to South 
Asia — that's what the part- 
ners want — but we are going 
to set aside a share for our 
market," said Mr. Fahmy. 

The investors have already 
acquired a 300-aere (120- 
hectre) site near Suez, which 
is dose to egypt’s main oil- 
produdng area, and they said 
they could start produdng 
within 36 months of signing 
partnership and management 
agreements. 

The Egyptian banks taking 
part are National Bank ot 
E gypt, Commercial Interna- 
tional Bank and Export De- 
velopment Bank or Eg)q>t. 
with a 20 per cent stake be- 
tween them. 

The holding company will 
invite public subscriptions to 
raise about 300 million 
pounds ($90 million) of the 
initial capital, probably with- 
in sue months," Mr. Hashim 
said. 
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Body Shop quits Israel, Copycat wins 


LONDON (R) — 
Environment-friendly cosme- 
tics chain Body Shop Interna- 
tiona! PLC Tuesday with- 
drew from Israel after failing 
to stop a local Copycat chain 
from using its name and a 
lookalike loro. 

Faced with mounting legal 
costs, the firm called time in a 
Tel Aviv court on trademark 
actions involving Israeli firms 
Body Shop Cmmetics and 
owner Hscher Pharmaceutic- 
al Industries. 

The withdrawal ended 
y^rs of bitter wrangling and 
highlighted legal loopholes 
allowing sharp-eyed local en- 
trepreneurs to wrongfoot 


mudi larger multi-national 
firms. 

It also meant Body Shop 
loses its trademark in the 
country — one of 72 where 
the name is registered around 
the world — even tbou^ 
Body Shop Cosmetics (BSQ 
has not denied copying its 
fbnnat back in 19^ in the 
first place. 

“We had two choices: Be 
tied up in court of years using 
huge amounts of manage- 
ment time and energy or get 
out of the market," said 
Body Shop managing direc- 
tor Stuart Rose. 

“Having been entangled in 
Litigation with a buriness 
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which uses our name without 
permission and which has* 
tried to ruin our reputation 
with outrageous accusations, 
there's only one Mnsible plan 
of action. We’ve reluctantly 
withdrawn," he said. 

Body Shop was founded by 
leading “green" campaigners 
Anita and Gordon Roddick 
in 1976. 

It opened its first Israeli 
store in a Tel Aviv shopping 
mall last November, although 
use of the name was origin^- 
ly registered in the country in 
1983. The shop was summari- 
ly closed in December, 
however, following a court 
injumetion by Israeli entrep- 
reneur Dr. Eli Hscher, who 
bought BSC in 1993. 

■ The Copycat chain itself 
started in 1989, a month after 
the then owners approached 
the Roddicks over a possible 
franchise. 


It has since used a similar 
logo. Shop Fascia and pack- 
aging and Copied product 
names, court documents 
show. In 1987, it also started 
to revoke Body Shop's ori- 
^nal trademark. 

Then, Body Shop's busi- 
ness was mainly mail order 
after a local jrartner's dis- 
tribution attempts came to 
nought — not enough to give 
it protection, BSC claimed in 
its unique action. 

At the time of buying BSC, 
Dr. Fischer too was in talks 
with the Roddicks about a 
franchise, as well as media- 
tion in the dispute. 

He has denied duplicity, 
however, and stands by the 
action. 

“Under Israeli law, the use 
of a trade mark giv^ you the 
right, not the registration." 
Dr. Fischer told Reuters. 
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In Wadi Saqra 
1(X) «q.m. — 400 sq.m. 
C^ral heating and air- 
condition. 

For more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609 
/810S20. Fax: 810520 




DOLLAn 


Your First Choice 
inCarXenkU 


Shmeisard 

2K 693399 


JONSS** 



English 

SpeakinS 

Staff I 


. t. , I'""" 

Tel S 65986 


SI 

ED 


TEna 


'PnfeniBiiBl 'QbbB^ ifr - 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop yoor coiour film at 
ov ibop and gsl:- 

• 1VM«0 


SI eeso 

At ~T\cirirta 



. "k A.*, 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe ^^Das. 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Beet Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 2M pum. 


irJO- 11:00 
I. ToL:$eU 
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I EXPRESS LUNCH I 


45 Minutes - In and Out 1 
•smessuo •yeateeoKeon 

* OriSed Chicken with Zurich sauce 
” GriNed Fillet with pepper uuee 

” Piccata Limone ( veal ) 

* Grilled Hammour Provincial 
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JD 7.00 (++) 
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The minister, vriio will 
nieetihg today or Saturday 
ii manufacturers .of note- 
5^ks,:$aid the manufoctur- 

J i.'l^did not pnmde the mints- 
'f-: with any <xistoms docu- 
‘ to prove that paper has 
i^n bought at the new 
'>*|her) prices and not old 

[frvJabil Habaibeh, a factory 
/j^er. says the sooner the 
.vjistry acts the better it is to 
I'i^id a crisis. He adds that 
L'l'i manufacturers cannot 
^^/ide the ministry with any 
>f because they are not 
^ that the ministry will 
• ij' rove raising prices of 
>ol notebook if they im- 
paper at the new prices. 
5 '"^Dustout+AI Ra’i). 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the bn^g and selling 
rates for leadtog world currencies and gold agmnst die 
doUar at mids^on on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 
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Canadian dollar 
Deutsdiemarks 
Dutch gnilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegiaa 'crowns 
Danisb crowns 


One ounce of gold $392.80/393 JO 
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RENTALS 


You *v Soon Tho 
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Newer, Cieaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Vilias and 
Apartments 
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5th Circle 
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Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Amman Soccer Championship 

kicks off today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While ihe Jor- 
dan Soccer Federation has 
set the 1995 season kick-off 
for April 27, eight Premier 
League soccer teams begin 
action earlier when the in- 
augural Amman Soccer 
Championship kicks off at 
A1 Hussein Youth city’s 
Petra Stadium Thursday. 

The competition, orga- 
nised by the Greater Am- 
man Municipality, is re- 
served fbr Premier League 
teams in Amman and its 
vicinity. Group 1 includes 
Faisali. Oadissieh. Russeifo 
and Baqaa. while group 2 
includes Wihdat. Ahli. 
Jazireh and Sahab. 

The top two teams in 
each group will advance to 
the semi-finals set for April 
20 and 21 before the com- 
petition concludes April 
23. 

The well publicised event 
is being SfX)nsored by Pepsi 
who have allocated 
JD 13.000 for the competi- 
tion. including a JD 100 


prize for “best player” in 
every match. Jordan Tele- 
vision has also agreed to 
televise all 15 matches. 

Amman Mayor Mam- 
dguh Abbadi announced 
that the competition will be 
an annual one and will 
“hopefully include teams 
from neighbouring coun- 
tries in the future." Profit 
from the competition will 


be divided among compet- 
ing clubs to cover part of 
their expenses as Che pre- 
pare to panidpaie in the 
1995 competitions set by 
the Jordan Soccer Federa- 
tion. 

Last season's Jordan Cup 
winners A1 Faisali are in 
the mood for competition 
after recently taking part in 
the Arab Cup Winners* 
Cup in Cairo, while league 


Schedule of 1st round , 

(All matches are at Petra Stadi um at 4 p.m.) 

Group 1 

A1 Faisali vs. Baqaa Thur. 6/4 
Qadissieh vs. Rnsseifa Fri. 7/4 
Faisali vs. Qattissieh Mon. 10/4 
Baqaa vs. Rnsseifa Tue. 11/4 
Faisaii vs.Russeifa Fri. 1^4 
Baqaa vs. Qadissieh Sat. 15/4 

Group 2 

Jazireh vs. Ahli SaL 8/4 
Wihdat vs. Sahab Sun 19/4 
Sahab vs. Ahli Wed. 12/4 
Wihdat vs. Jazireh Thur. 13/4 
Jazireh vs. Sahab Sun. 16/4 
Ahli vs. Wihdat Mon. 17/4. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Prosecutor appeals Seles ruling 

HAMBURG (AFP) — The ease of Monica 
Seles* attacker Gunthei Paicfae was reopened 
here on Wednesday after the prosecution 
cfaaUenged an appeals court dedgoo earlier 
this week to allow Gunther Parche to walk 
free. The prosecution is c o nte s t i ng the j ndg g- 
ment whitm roled that Parche’s o^ginial sent- 
ence — a two-y^ suspended jafl term frv 
stabbiiu the tennis star at the German Open 
in Apru two years ago — should stand. The 
pros^tor had asked for Parche to be jailed 
tor 33 months after he was originally released 
in October 1993, but the appeal court 
accepted he was harmless and had not tried to 
Idll Seles. Seles, sriio has not played rince 
following the psycfaolorical trauma, said she 
could not understand l^nday’s ruling and 
added: *T only want justice. He has rained my 
life. The atmek ended my career as foe 
world’s best tennis for wbich I worked so hard 
all my life." 

2004 bidders face early cut 

MONACO (AFP) The International 
Olympic Qnhmittee will pre-select candidates 
if It receives too many Uds for the 2004 
Games, IOC director general Francois Car- 
rard said here 'Diesday. “The IOC enrisages 
using the same proc^ure as for the 20^ 
Wnter Games," he added. A short list of four 


was drawn up after nine dties bid for the 2002 
Winter Games and a final decision will be 
taken at Budapest in June. Carr^ said 13 
cities had expr^sed in interest in apply ing for 
the 2004 Gaines. Bmihig, wtaidt lost foe 2000 
Games to Sydney bjf two votes. Cape 
Town, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, S^^n 
Juan, Istanbul, Rrxne, Seville, Stockholm, 
Osaka, Boston and Frendi cities Lille and 
Lyon had shown an interest. Ttey have until 
January to make a formal bid triiich will be 
exammed the IOC at its 1997 session in 
Laosaime. 


20 arrested after UCLA win 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) ■— Twenty people 
were arrested after crox^ gafoered to cele- 
brate foe UCLA win over Arkansas in the 
•final of foe U.S. national collegia] basketball 
championship. Police .fired a barrage of rub- 
ber pellets to contain the thousands of faiis 
who poured into foe streets minntps after the 
Bniiu 89-78 vin over the defending diam- 
(nons in Seattle. It was foe University of 
California, Los Angles’ first national tide in 
20 years. “People were just throwing bottles 
into crowds and one my turned and got It 
rij^t in foe face and wifoont a doubt lost dl of 
bis teeth," said police spokesman Tim 
McBride. 


Krabbe sues for half a million dollars 


MUNICH (AFP) — Katrin 
Krabbe asl^ a court for 
800,000 marks (SS70,000) in 
damages fix>m the German 
and Internatidnal Athletic 
Federations here Wednesday 
for being suspended from 
athletics for unsportsmanlike 
conduct. 

The court will make a rul- 
ing on May 17. 

Krabbe, who was expect- 
ing a baby in May, has foi^t 
a series of Long-drawn out 
legal battles to dear her 
name since 1992. 

The 1991 double world 
sprint champion escaped a 
four-year ban for irregular- 
ities at a random test while 
training in south A£nca in 
January. 1992, on a tedmical- 
ity. But foe tested positive 
for Qennterol in July that 
year. 


She had just started train- 
ing again after dedfoiig to 
miss the 1992 Baredona 
Olympics because of foe huge 
m^a interest. 

However, medical opinion 
(fiffered over ufoefoer Gen- 
buterol, normally by 

asthma-sufferers, should be 
classed as a stimulant or an 
anabolic steriod. ^mulant- 
use carries a one-year ban 
while the punishment for 
steroid-use was increased 
from two to four years in 
1991. 

The German federation 
(DLV) ruled a four-year ban 
coold not be upheld in a 
German court and reduced 
Kiabbe's suspension to one 
year. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation then 
ruled she was ineli^Ue ^ 


unqxntsmanlike conduct as 
foe had admitted ufoig Qen- 
boterol. That ban prevented 
her from running in the 1993 
world champiODsfaips in 
Stuttgart rfoere the lA/^ 
imposed another two-year 
ban. 

That ban, upheld by an 
lAAF pane! in November, 
1993, is due to end on August 
23. 

Two other former East 
German Runners, Grit 
Breuer and Manuela Dot, 
who bad been suspended 
along wrath Krabbe, withdrew 
their cases. 

World 400m record bolder 
Butch Reynolds of die Un- 
ited States was granted 27.3 
million dollars m 
aftqf contesting a positive 
steroid test but tiie lAAF 
won its appeal last year. 


champions A1 Wihdat are 
now currently on a tour of 
the West Bank where they 
are scheduled to play five 
matches against top local 
teams. 

Al Ahli. who have mis- 
sed a major title for years, 
will be hoping to score im- 
pressive results with new 
coach Isa Alturk who led 
the club's teams to the final 
rounds in the Under-18 and 
U-20 competitions. 

Al Jazireh. a fifth place 
finisher last year, hope to 
attain an advanced stand- 
ing and give the kingdom’s 
champions Al Wihdat and 
Al Faisali a hard time. 

Sahab. back in the Pre- 
mier League again, are led 
by Ahmad Al>dul Qader 
and hope to competition 
will be a good indicator to 
their preparedness.* The 
same goes for Al Baqaa. 
last year’s second division 
champs led by striker 
Riyad Al Diqs. 

Al Qadissieh. who barelv 
avoided relegation in the 
^Premiere League last year 
and newcomers Al Rus- | 
seifa will have a chance to 
prove themselves. 

Blackburn 
beat QPR 
to go 8 
points 
clear 

LONDON (AFP) — Chris 
Sutton snatched u gout 
against the run of play to 
steer Blackburn to a 1-1) vic- 
tory over Queens Park Ran- 
gen at Loftus Road and put 
them within sight of their first 
championship for 81 yeurs on 
Tuesdav. 

Blacicbum seemed happy 
to settle for a goalless draw 
until Alan McDonald's 66th- 
minute blunder rifted Sutton 
his 22nd goal of the season 
and sent the champions-eiect 
eight points clear of Man- 
chester United at the top. 

The Rangers and Northern 
Ireland. captain stumbled us 
he tried to intercept a Hen- 
ning Berg throw-in. allowing 
Sutton to poach the ball ana 
fire his shot across Rangers 
keeper Tony Roberts. 

Until then Rangers had 
shown much the greater en- 
terprise but Sutton's strike 
virtually kills off United’s, 
lingering hopes of a third 
consecutive title. 

Kenny Dalglish's multi- 
million pound side can now 
seal the title with four wins in 
their last six games. 

But Blackburn will not win 
many neutral admirers if they 
continue to play as they did - 
against Everton on ^turday 
and as they did again on 
Tuesday when they frequent- 
ly withdrew all 1 1 men be- 
hind the ball, relying heavily 
on the occasional break by 
Sutton or 34-goal partner 
Alan Shearer. 

Dalglish was unrepentant 
about Blackburn's workman- 
like approach, saying: "We 
.have worked hard to get in 
this position and we are not 
going to give it awav now. 
We are going to fight and | 
scrap for everything? 


Top 3 chase place in Nations’ Cup finals 



JOHANNESBURG 
(AFP) — Ghana. Gabon 
and Burkina Faso seek 
away wins at the weekend 
to guarantee them places in 
the African Nations’ Cup 
finals in South Africa next 
year. 

The legendary Black 
Stars from Ghana, winners 
of the biennial event a re- 
cord four times, defend a 
100 per cent record in 
Group 3 when they visit 
second-placed Sierra 
Leone. 

While Ghana boast four 
consecutive triumphs and a 
144 goal tally, their hosts 
also lost in Niger, and a 
third defeat would leave 
Congo well placed to 
accompany the Black Stars 
to Johannesburg. 

Congo, recovering after 
disastrous results in the 
1994 World Cup and Na- 
tions' Cup qualifiers, visit 
Gambia, one of six teams 
without a victory. 

Gabon, the only other 
country with a 100 per cent 
record at the halfway .stage 
of the mini-league qual- 


It promises to be an emo- 
tional occasion as Lusaka 
claimed Gabon hampered 
investigations mto-a plane 
crash oft Libreville two 
years’ ago in which most of 
the Zambian national 
squad died. 

In a group reduced to 
three teams by withdrawals 
and the elevation of ^uth 
Africa to hosts in place of 


in preparatory matches*, 
under Brazilian Gilson- 
Nunes, the thrid coach of 
the new-look Lions of the 
Atlas inside six months. 

Zimbabwe and Malawi 
would enhance their 
chances of qualif^ng ftom 
Group 1 at the expense of 
seeds Cameroon and ^ire 
if they can collect two 
points each. 


AFRICAN SOCCER 


ifying conmetition. warmed 
up for a Group 5 game in 
^mbia by firing seven 


cash-strapped Kenya. 
Gabon outclassed Mauri- 
tius and shaded Zambia at 
home. 

Burkinan Faso were not 
expected to provide such 
opposition to traditional 
giants Morocco and Ivory 
Coast in withdrawal- 
ravaged Groim 7, but the 
Eagles visit Casablanca in 
first place. 

The west Africans, 
whose only finals appear- 
ance was two decades ago. 
upset Morocco 2-1 then 
forced a draw in Ivory 
Coast after trailing, by two 
goals at half-tiine. 

Morocco comfortably 
overcame Senegal and Mali 


Brace Grobbelaar. the 
Southampton goalkeeper 
at the centre of match- 
fixing investigations in En- 
gland. has been included in 
foe Zimbabwe squad which 
travels to Lesotho. 

Malawi, unbeaten de- 
spite having played at 
home just once in four out- 
ings.' entertain Zaire, who 
are trying to reach the fin- 
als for the third time in a 
row. 

Egypt, with 10 goals in 
two home games, should 
consolidate their Group 4 
leadership by defeating 
Sudan, and Algeria are 
poised to jump over Tanza- 
nia into second place. 

Algeria host Ethiopia 


while Tanzania must im- 
prove a dismal away record 
to avoid defeat by east 
African neighbours Ugan- 
da. 

Angola may overtake 
Mali at the top of Croup 
A6 by winning in Namibia, 
whose form has slumped 
since a shock victory over 
the Malians last October. 

Mali, ahead of Angola 
on goal difference, have a 
much tougher assignment 
in Mozambique, who can 
call on proven goal in ; 
Araaldo Ouana and Nuro ' 
Tualibudne. 

Guinea, also in conten- 
tion just one point behind 
the pactesetters, seem cer- 
tain of two points at home 
to Botswana. 

Only two points separate 
the five chaiiengers in 
Group 2, where Togo host 
frontrunners Liberia and 
Mauritania entertain 
second seeds Senegal, who 
occupy bottom position. 

Crack French-based for- 
ward George Weah scored 
the only goal when Togo 
fell in Monrovia and he will 
be a major threat again as 
Liberia chase a first 
ai^arance in the leading 
Anican tournament. 
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Chicago Bulls forward Scottie Pippen (left) drives foe ball against Oriando Magic guai^ Anfernee Haniaway during their 
la^ NBA game (.AFP photo) 

Suns lose to disappointing Warriors 





* I 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
It simply makes no sense. 

How can the Phoenix Suds, 
in the midst of a fririous fight 
for high positioning in the 
Western Cfonference. have so 
much trouble with the Gol- 
den State Warrion. possibly 
the most disappointing team 
in the U.S. National Basket- 
ball Association this season? 

Coach Paul Westphal has 
no answers. 

“I would like to find some- 
thing good about this, but 1 
really can’t.'* Westphal said. 
“We're just going to have to 
keep our heads up and come 
back from this terrible ex- 
perience. We can’t beat the 
Warriors. We have to face 
that.” 

Golden State has won 23 
games this season against 49 
defeats. But three wins in 
four meetings have come 
against Phoenix (51-22). 

Rookie Donyell Marshall 
had 28 points and Chris Mui- 
1in scored 25. with 13 re- 
bounds and 13 assists. Gol- 
den State also held Charles 
Barkley to nine points on 
4-for-15 shooting. 

“I'm very disappointed in 
the way we've played the last 
month, and there’s just no 
excuse for tonight." Barkley 
said. “It's a disgrace and it's 
embarrassing." 

Not to Warriors coach Bob 
Lanier. 

“I think this was the best 
game I’ve seen us play all 
year." said Lanier, whose 
team was without suspended 
star Latrell Sprewell. Of 
course. Golden State also 
played without Victor Alex- 
ander and Chris Gatling, who 
were ailing, and already lost 
All-Star guard Tim Hard- 
away to season-ending wrist 
surgery. 

Karl Malone scored 31 
points and pulled down 17 
rebounds as the Utah Jazz 
halted Seattle’s seven-game 
winning streak with a 114-^ 
victory over, the Supersonics 
on Tuesday. 

Utah controlled foe game 
from the outset, racing to a 
24-8 lead in the first" nine 
minutes. Jeff Horaacek had 


nine of his 20 points in the 
game-opening run. 

Gary payton scored 26 
points and Shawn Kemp 
added 15 for Seattle, which 
was ouiscored in the first 
quarter. 37-17. 

The Sonlcs started the 
second quarter with a 14-6 
rurr to close the gap. but Utah 
answered with 12 straight 
points to open a 55-31 bulge. 

John Stockton had 11 
points and 10 assists while 
Malone added seven assists 
for the Jazz. 

In New York. Reggie Mil- 
ler hit a 20-foot jumper with 
28 seconds remaining to lift 
the Indiana Pacers to a 94-90 
victory over the Knicks. 

Milier scored 28 points and 
Derrick McKey added 18 for 
the Pacers, who pulled within 
half a game of (he Knicks in 
the battle the second playoft 
spot in the Eastern Confer- 
ence and extended their lead 
to three games over the Hor- 
nets in the Central Division. 

“This was a monster 
game," said Indiana coach 
Larry Brown. “Any lime you 
can win on the road this time 
of year is very important to 
your club. 

Patrick Ewing finished 
with 28 points. 13 rebounds 
and five blocked shots for 
New York. John Starks 
added 20 points, but ishot 
just 2-for-9 from 3-pbint 
range. 

In Los Angeles. David 
Robinson scored 27 points 
and grabbed 18 rebounds to 
lead the San Antonio Spurs 
to their I2th straight win. a 
113-89 triumph over the Clip- 
pers. 

The Spurs put the game 
way with a 33-7 run, closing 
the third period with a 16-2 


spun and opening the founh 
quarter ori.a 17-3 burst for a 
commanding 97-75 lead. 

San Antonio >is since 
losing the NBA's .leading re- 
bounder. Dennis Rodman, to 
a shoulder separation: 

Eric Piatkowski scored 17 
points and Lamond Murray 
added 16 for the Clippers, 
losers of nine of their last 10 
games. 

In Cleveland. Sherman 
Douglas scored 20 of his 24 
points in the second half to 
lead the Boston, Celtics to a 
97-92 victory over the Cava- 
liers. 

The win was the third in a 
row for the Celtics, who re- 
mained 1 !t 3 games ahead of 
Miami in the battle for the 
final playoft spot in the East- 
ern Conference. 

TTie loss was the fourth in 
five games for the Cavs. 

Bobby Phills led Cleveland 
with 17 points and Mark 
Price had 15 points and 14 
assists. But the Cavs lost 
point guard Terrell Brandon ' 
for the rest of the season with 
a fractured right tibia. 

In Miami. Glen Rice 
scored 25 points and Harold 
Miner added 18 as the Heat 
rallied for a 93-92 victorv 
over the Philadelphia 76ers. 
keeping their Eastern Con- 
ference playoft hopes alive. 

Dana Barros scored 22 
points for the 76ers and ex- 
tended his consecutive games 
record with at least one 3- 
' pointer made to 48. He 
finished the game 3-of-7 from 
3-point range. 

In Denver. Eddie Jones 
scored five of his 19 points in 
a key 7-0 fourth-quarter run 
to lead the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers to a 104-101 victory over 
the Nuggets. 


RESULTS 


Inriiana 

94 

New York 

90 

Miami 

95 

Philadelphia 

92 

Boston 

97 

Clevetand 

92 

L.A. Lakers 

104 

Denver 

101 

Utah 

114 

Seattle ■ 

92 

Golden State 

122 

Phoenix 

114 

Ptirtland 

95 

Minnesota 

91 

San Antonio 

113 

L.A. Clippers 

89 

Sacramento 

109 

Houston 

105 


Nick Van Exel scored 19 
points and Elden C^pbeD 
added 17 for the Lakers, who 
have won three straighj! ■ 

games and eight of foeir lad .... 

nine to solidify their bold oi 
. sixth place in the, Westerr 
Conference. 

Reggie Williams scored 2' 
points and Dale Ellis adde> 

20 for Denver, which saw it 
four-game winning strea! 
halted. 

In Portland. Cliffop 
Robinson scored a season 
high 33 points to lead th 
Trail Blazers to a 95-91 vk 
lory over the Minnesota Tur 
berwolves. r~-'rir^BI 

The win was only l!» , ' * 

second in eight games to tf 
Blazers, while the T-Wolvr 

lost for the sixth time in seyt 
games. 

Isaiah .Rider scored * , 

points and Christian Laettni ' 

added 18 to pace the Minn N) 

sota attack. Hjli 

In Sacramento. Walt ^ 
liams scored 30 poin5 ar - .i^. ■ • ' 

Mitch Richmond added 17 

the Kings downed Hoiisn ' ■ 

101-94. snapping a 

losing streak to the Rockel<>;pii^ ' * “ - 

The Kings improved to 3 PASSPril 

37 to pull into a tie wi - 
Denver for the eighth u . 
final playoft berth in t 
west. 

Clyde Drexler scored ^ 

points and Kenny Sin[ A«? r 

added 19 for Houston. whi« ' ^ ■ 

has lost four of its last fi 

games. 

Sonics* guard 
leave 

, lil 

Seattle Supersonics gu* • 

Kendall Gill, who quiurel' 

with coach George Karl . ' i 

much of the season overpl*^ •' > 

ing time, was granted a(y x ^ 

definite leave ” 

National Basketbiiul ^ 

tion team on Tuesday 
cause of clinical depressk; 

A brief statement issuetr ' 

Sonics president Wally ^ • 

ker said the diagnosis , 

confirmed by two docti = , 

Gill did not accompany 
team to Utah for the . 

^inst the Jazz. ^ - 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Wrm OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

V in< TrOlVie HMa SOMCM Nl( 


Neither vulnerable. East 
NORTH 
ez 

T A R q 10 5 4 
10 8 7 0 
4Q7 

WEST EAST 

♦ 5 * 0 7 4 3 

•062 ?J73 

ARQ42 v93 

4R10 63 4AJ88 

SOUTH 

0AEJ1O86S 
T 8 
V 4 5 
«642 


APRIL FOOLI 


I'he bidding; 

East South West North 

Pass 3 0 Faae Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: King of 

How you pUy a hand con depend 
On the quaiit>' of the opposition. 
Suppose that you were invited to 
compete in so event with the world's 
top p'irs. Would that BAct your 
approsc!' lo this ponseore? 

Some pairs '''it the Swth hand 
merited a four ?'*'! opening. They 
bed no chance. ' lers. using the 
old-feshioned Rui. of l\vo and 
Three, counted only six sure tricks 



mth Spain as trumps and decided 
that three spades was high enmi gt. 

Defending agamn three spades. 
West cashed the ldj« and ace of 
diMonds, then shifted to a low 
club. East won the ace and returned 
a club lo West’s Ung. Now West 
shdted lo a heart. Over to you. 

Mine declarers won in dummy, 
cashed a second heart for a club 
discard, then led the two of spades 
and fijwssed the ten~the percent- 
plsy in a vacuum. April Pool- 
West scored the singletan quaea for 


a ose-triclc set. 

The declarers who nifl 


SI- “wnaewaa way. a 

Bm Md ^ queen of apad^ t 
defenders had not sure tM 
sews the Betting trick 1 
leadlnrathtHfinh 1.« 


If that was aot what i 
*ftndors waated. it was obrit 
was what dedanr should i 
Those who spumed the fine 
«*mad a w«t).judgsd top score. 


V 







Florida 
Sabatim, 
ik by a player 
/in. die world, 

’ y anabist 
lot Maria 
a 6-0, 6-0 
ilbdiaiidLorob 

•has played in 
seven Bansch 
, ;fba^t off 
faults, to win the 
of her first 

to the easy 
^ minutes — her 

' match against 
is ranked No. 
[m tiie '^A Tour. 
absffilV seeded second 
*. mnked : No. 7 in the 
Wm lid, fbught back from 
defidts to keep 
dano^^from winning a 
at. 

(f ; 

:]t good to have a 
di ttet,’* said Sabati- 

adio^. to Lea ^nrardi 
|riaiipe1ast week in the 
4-itn^jof the Family Cir- 
’ "le Cup at Hilton 
1, Soum Carolina, 
played very good 

'^biUihi :said she felt 
^ann .was a bit awed at 
^matriiup. 

Improbably, I think that 
a'^diTOieDce," she said. 



Woild No. 7'GatMiela Sabatini 






'*Sbe*s never played a gainst 
me and I'm from the same 
home. I was expecting her to 
be a little nervous. But ste 
tried her best. She made a lot 
of errors.” 

. Sabatini's third-round 
matdi will be against anotliM 
Argentine. Bettina Fulco- 
Villella, who i^set 10th- 
seeded Sandra C^hini of 
Italy' 6-1, 6-4, Tuesday. And 
Sabatini could face yet 
another Argentine, No. 6 
seed Ines Gorrochategui, in 
the quarterfinals. 

C^xhini was one of four 
seeds to lose Tuesday. The 
most prominent upset was 
No. 4 seed Judith Wiesner of 
Austria, udio lost 7-6, 64 to 
Katai^ne Nowak of Poland. 


Other seeded players 
beaten were No. 11 Sabine 
Appelmans of Belgium, who 
lost 6-1, ^2 to Silvia Farina 
io Italy, and No. 14 Larisa 
Neiland of Latvia, who re- 
tired with a sprained ankle 
while trailing >^rginia Ruano 
Pasaial of Spain 6-2, 2-0. 

The only seeds. to win be- 
side Sabatini were No. 9 Irina 
Spirlea of Romania, who 
stopped Sarah Pitwosld of 
France, 7-6, 6-4; Gor- 
rochategui, who rallied past 
Tami Whitlinger-Jones of the 
United States, 6-3, 0-6, 6-3; 
and No. 15 Chanda Rubin of 
^e United States, who beat 
Adriana Serra-Zanetti of Ita- 
ly 6-2, 6-1. 



depleted Chelsea face Real test 




.SDOS (AFP) — Chelsea 
, , rUut to Spain for Thurs- 

^ifcyrsirr lLrca*i ts’s first leg of the Cup 
iners Cup semi-final, 
nst l^al ^ragoza with-’ 
M • injured midfielders De- 

i\/ O and Eddie Newton. 

T T ul 1 l|Jf\ripper Wise, currently on 
"ce bail following his con- 
s . on for assault and crimin- 
f. ^ . :' .^age, has missed seven 

. ches with a tom thigh 
, , ."iple suffered in the 

' her-final first leg in 

'' * f/^ton,'* bur 'for- four 

, . “ -'■^eswiUla‘^lamstringp^ob- 

. • - u also sal out the retom 
just the Belgians which 
Chelsea clinch a 2-1 
••'= 'Vregate win, thanks to 

• •' •Ummi Marko Stein and 
il Furlong in the 2-0 
2 nd leg victory at Stam- 
1. -.Bridge. 

■ ■■ lie unavailability of two 
' - lis English-bom players is 
. • •|(6w for Hoddle but the 

-' slsea manager was given a 

.. . st when Gavin Peacock 

• Igred himself fit after in- 

.-.'tpddle said of Wise and 
' Srton: “Their absence 

• ms my options for team 
„ ,ction are reduced.” 

•' iitf Hoddle now looks 

■ ’ '.ly to start with Kevin 

* ” chcock in goal rather than 
ailing Russian Dmitri 


Kharine, allowing the use of 
more “foreign” outfield play- 
ers to accommodate UEFA's 
selection guidelines. 

The Chelsea manager has 
also ordered his players to 
keep their cool in Thursday's 
match against opponents, 
who have gained a reputation 
for intimidation and rough 
play, with 10 players dismis- 
sed this season. 


The West London club are 
also confident they will avoid 
the damaging scenes of mass 
arrests and deportations 
which marred their trip to 
Bruges. 

Hundreds of their follow- 
ers were prevented entry into 
Belgium and others were 
kicked out of the country 
before the game against 
Bruges. 


LAND FOR SALE 

Right on the Amman-Aqaba highway between Dissi 
and Quairah. 

Each piece is 10-15 donums. 

Donum between JD 300-500. 

Phone 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

No. 813904 3 days 



re -j ••vf , 1 

% « -fa:]*., t* » * 


mmmiimm 


jfumiture, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large 
sitting room, dining room.T.V. room, one 
balcony, central heating, heat insulation, lift, 
luarded park and telephone. 

Annual Rent JD6500.Tel.695542. 




Juventus stunned by Borussia Dortmund 
while Parma win at Leverkusen 


PARIS (AFP) — An aU Ita- 
lian UEFA Cup final be- 
tween league lexers Juven- 
tu$ and second placed Parma 
bx)k a severe knock when 
Borussia Dortni{ind stunned 
Juventus in Mil^ wiA a 2^2 
draw in their semi-final first- 
leg match Tuesday night. 

^e Germans twice took 
the lead in a bad tempered 
match and it was only a goal 
three minutes from time wm 
Juventus’ German defender 
Jurgen Kohler that allowed 
the Italians a draw. 

Borussia went one im when 
midfielder Stefan Reuter 
opened the scoring in the 
seventh minute. Although 
Inventus pulled level thanK 
to a Roberto Baggjo penalty 
in the 28th minute, ,his first 
attempt at a spot kick rinoe 
bis dramatic miss'for .Italy in 
the World final a^ost 
Brazil, Borussia went back in 
front in the 70th minute 
through their-ex Italian 
league player Andreas Mol- 
ler. 

Moller took advantage of 
the space being left by the 
pushing Juventus defence to 
unleash a bUstering SOhyard 
shot that Angelo Peru^ had 
no chance ol stopping. 

It was a match where neith- 
er side was prroared to take 
any prisoners. Dortmund bad 
five bookfaigs, including Kar- 
lheinz Riedle apd Matthias 
Saininer who will now miss 
the return leg in a forth- 
night’s time b^use of pre- 
vious bookings. 

Junventus* Moreno Tor- 
ricelli will also miss the next 
mauA after getting his mar- 



FenmndoCoiitoorPtfinastretdies for the ban as he attacks Lerokusea’s Pnolo Sergjo (r^) during tiidr first 
wit f inMi UEFA Cup — Parma won 2-1 (AFP photo) 


ching orders" when he col- 
lected his second yellow card 
of the game in the dying 
seconds. 

But if the result was a blow 
to the Italian side their deci- 
sion to play in AC Nfilan’s 
San Siro stadium proved to 
be the financial success tiiey 
had hoped for. 

.Gub offidals, fed up by 
low attendances in Turin for 
UEFA Cup matches, decided 
more people in \filw would 


tom out to cbeer them on. 
They weik correct — 80,000 
fens packed die stadSum. 

B;ut if Juventus were strug- 
gling their league rivals Par- 
ma were overcoming Bayern 
Levericusen in Germany after 
falling behind halfway 
throu^ the first half. 

• Leverkusen, boosted by 
the return of ^md Schuster, 
took the lead in the 20tfa 
minute tiirougb a goal by 


Braalian Paulo Sei-po who 
h^-wlleyed home a comer. 

But a five minute spell 
early in the second half saw 
Puma, despite missing de- 
fender Luigi Ai^Uini and 
suspended striker Marco 
Branca, snatch two goals to 
give Bayer Leverkusen a 
mountain to . dimb in the 
second leg. 

The Italian's first goal 
came when German defender 
Mar^ Happe failed to pick 


up Dino Baggio in the 48th 
minute. The Italian World 
Cup star made no mistake to 
level the score. 

Five minutes later Faustino 
Aaprilla collected a pass firem 
defender AJbeno Di Qiidia 
and. hammered it past g^- 
keeper Rudiger VoUbom. 

It was a perfect return for 
Asprilla who had been sus- 
pended for Parma's quarter- 
final megring with Denmark’s 
Odense. 


Americas defeats Star and Stripes for bonus point 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — A 
basic tenet of America's Cup 
competition is that whoever 
holds the trophy can change 
the rules. 

There was supposed to be a 
knockout race Tuesday be- 
tween Dennis Conner and 
AmericaS's mostly women's 
team. But both crew were 
still alive after the race be- 
cause the three defence 
syndicates agreed not long 
before race time that every- 
one*would get into the finals. 

America3'5 Mighty Maiy 
won by 5 minutes, 59 
seconds. The 15 women and 
one man did not know the 


deal had been cut and cele- 
brated as if they had elimin- 
ated Conner. Actually all 
they accomplished was to win 
one bonus point for the fin- 


als. 

The three defence syndi- 
cates, with the blessing of the 
San Diego Yacht Club's de- 
fence committee, made the 


change because they felt the 
controversy over Conner's 
mid-round change of a dam- 
aged keel bad affected the 
competition. 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 




W' 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

J NSHE THIT TOU TSljST 

TEL. 692696 


Ic •' 

if 


:PUTH AFRICAN PASSPORT LOST 

,Sbisi Phenduklle Orrah lost my International 
. fesport which has the No. 02363659 and other 
•. jyelling .document. 

found please contact the South African Embassy, 
nearest police station or Tel. 788516 


“The San Diego Yacht 
Club can agree to do it in a 
different way than they 
started out.” said Chuck 
Nichols, president of Amer- 
ica's Cup ^5. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO LTD 

Announces The Invitation To Tender 

Nit,; 

JPMC announces the invitation to bici No. 
20F/95 insurance of fertiliser industrial com- 
plex in Aqaba against fire and allied perils. 
The tender documents are available at 
JPMC office in Amman. Supply Depart- 
ment. until 2:00 p.m. local time Thursday 
April 13th, 1995. application for documents 
should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee.'Of JD (60) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time Monday. April 17th 
1995. ^ ’ 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


,Furoisbed Apaiimoit For Rent 

In Um UHiaina 

Consists of three bedrooms. L-shaped dining room 
and salon, two bathrooms, independent central 
heating, telephone. Luxurious fomiture. Sjrlable for 
diplomats. 

Please call tel. 820259 


.V. 


cd 

cd 

N 

cd 


ft 




April 14 - 16 


(ceramic & pottery show) 


A CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

VOLVO 240 station wagon - CD plate, 34000 kms - 
model 1991 - many options ordinary^gear - excellent 
condition. JD6500 (negotiable). 

Call 831080 (Hana) 


)!. 


Sun;-' 


iii- 

lti«, 
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the embassy of ITALY ANNOUNCES 


V.tbe staiting of Italian Oasses , all levels on 15 
- '••\Pril 19^5 , at "COLLEGIUM TERRAE 
f-' ANCT^’ in Jabal Lweibdeh on Saturday , 
fonday, Wednesday from 4 to 5.30 and from 6 
:: > 7.30 pjn. 

> ' Fees : 60 J.Ds, (.30 lessons - 45 hours) 

. registration at the Italian Embassy , tel. 638185, 
^goage Department every day ( close Friday- 
turday) from 9 to 13.00 up to April 13. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

A foreign company in Amman is seeking to employ 
an Executive Secretary with the following require- 
ments; 

• University d^ree 

. Fall oomnumd ot Ei^lish and Arabic languages. 

- Mimmnm 5 years expoience in all office duties. 
Only very well qualified and distinguished appli- 
cants are invited to fonward their telephone number 
and adciress. 

THE ADMINISTRATION MANAGER 
P.O.BOX 921839 
AMMAN - 11192 - JORDAN 

N^B.; All applications will be treated witb strict cofifideDoalrty. 
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Oaema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tom Hanks 
In 

ForrRSt Gamp 

Shows: 12d0. 3:15, 6:15. 9:15 


Cinema 


Tel.; 699238 


Jala Fahmi, kamal Shinnawi 
Najah Al Mawji .... In 
TATA WARIKA 

AND MR. KATHEM 

Shows:12:30.3;30.5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



eSnema i Tel.: 677420 

CQMCORP 
CONCORD *1’ 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit fr AndacBlah 

Shows: IZdO, 3:15, 6:00, 8:30, 11:00 

CONCORD <2* 

Jean-Claude van Damm 

STBEET FIGHTER 

Sbowc 12:30. 3:30. SMS. 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AIGROIIN thrat rr 

Musa Hljadn “Sum’a' 

In the political satire 

. lU CItlaMi 

written and. directed by 
Moharrmad Al Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Halia Al itoha in the 
children? play 

^Sa*dKs RttCnm^ 


T^ -. 67SS71 

Hahn ftl iRwhInI flmtra 

Nabil 8i Kisham's Td^: 62S1S5 

AHLAN THlATEl 

Shows of “Qirbeh 
Makhzouqa” will 
be stopped from 
now until further 
notice. 

Presenfs: 

The political satire: 
AL S4UUW YA RAIAIII 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For raaorvatlon, ploase cal - 
625155 

The theatre is . dosed 
Saturdays & Sundays 


■ I 
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News 



Security high in 
Tehran after riots 


AKBAR ABAD (Agencies) 
— Armed riot police patrol- 
led two suburbs of Tehran on 
Wednesday where an eerie 
calm reigned after riots in 
which several people were 
killed and dozens more 
wounded by security forces. 

Plain-clothes police 
arrested a number of young 
men in the centre of Akbar 
Abad. a poor suburb where 
witnesses said security forces 
shot dead at least^ 10 demon- 
strators and wounded dozens 
more in a riot over price rises 
Tuesday. 

Security was also tight in 
l&lamshahr. about 10 
kilometres away, following 
clashes in which a petrol sta- 
tion was set ablaze, bank 
windows smashed and a gov- 
ernment refrigerated ware- 
house pillaged. 

Authorities did not give 
any details of casualties in the 
riots. 

About 100 people besieged 
the main police station in 
Islamshahr seeking news of 
the victims, and about 50 did 
the same in Akbar Abad on 
Wednesday. 

Security forces guarded the 
two hospitals of Islamshahr. 
preventing correspondents 
from entering. 

Others carried out checks 
on cars travelling between 
the two suburbs. 

Iranian television showed 
pictures of several thousand 
pro-government demonstra- 
tors marching through Islam- 
shahr on Wednesday. 

'Hie riots were the most 
serious for several months 
that have seen disenchant- 
ment growing with the gov- 
ernment's economic policies. 

' blamed by the poor for infla- 
tion put conservatively by< 
officials at about 4ti per cent a 
year. 

The riots were sparked by 
a protest by about 200 youths 
from nearby Akbar Abad 
who gathered in Islamshahr 
to demand better fresh water 
supplies and complain about 
bus fare increases, residents 
said. 

Residents said the bus fare 


increases that followed the 
doubling of fuel prices last 
month were reversed on 
Wednesday and new buses 
were introduced on a line 
between Islamshahr and 
Tehran in a clear bid to 
appease angry residents. 

Witnesses said that in 
Tuesday's action, the youths 
were joined by local pet^le 
and the demonstration 
turned into a wider protest 
against hardship, including 
the doubling of fuel prices. 

Men and women marched 
across the district shouting 
slogans against the govern- 
ment and high prices, re^- 
dents said. 

Meanwhile thousands of 
pro-government marchers 
took to the streets of south- 
ern Tehran. Iran's state-run 
media said. 

The marchers of the rally 
organised by the 
government-backed Associa- 
tion of Muslim Students car- 
ried photographs of Iranian 
leader Ali Khamenei and 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Raftanjani and banners con- 
demning Tuesday's protest, 
the media said. 

Tehran Radio said the 
marchers in Islamshahr 
wanted “to condemn the ac- 
tion of a number of opportu- 
nities who had taken advan- 
tage of the legitimate demand 
of the people about transport 
and water problems." 

The radio said they 
chanted "Death to Amer- 
ica." and “death to Israel." 

Iran's government often 
oi^nises prcwegime demon- 
strations immediately follow- 
ing popular unrest. 

The official Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency reported 
Tuesday that a 'protest in 
Islamshahr over water shor- 
tages erupted into violence 
but made no mention of 
casualties. 

Wednesday's newspapers 
reported the same, although 
the Abrar daily said several 
protestors were arrested fol- 
lowing attacks on govern- 
ment vehicles. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi minister in UAEfor miMtaiy taiks 

ABU DHaBI (AFP) — Saudi Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ben Abndul Aziz arrived in the United Arab 
Emirates fUAE) on Wednesday for talks on military 
cooperation, the official news ^ency WAM reported. 
Prince Sultan was accompanied by a large military delega- 
tion. His visit comes against the backdrop of the UAE's 
island dispute with Iran and plans by Gulf Arab states to 
bolster a joint army they set up 10 years ago. The Peninsula 
Shield comprises Ixtween 10.000 and 15.000 troops drawn 
proportionately from Gulf Cooperation Council (,GCC) 
states — Saudi Arabia. Bahrain. Oman. Qatar. Kuwait and 
the UAE. The six members agreed to beef up the force 
after it made no move when Iraqi forces stormed Kuwait on 
August 2, 1990. They were ejected by a U.S.-dominated 
coalition seven months later. “Prince Sultan will discuss 
development of the Peninsula Shield." the London-based 
Ai Hayat newspaper said. 

Mubarak to meet with Assad after U.S.trip 

CAIRO (AFP) — President Hosni Mubarak is to meet his 
Syrian counterpart Hafez AI Assad after returning from the 
United States, a government newspaper said Wednesday. 
Mr. Mubarak told the U.S. Congress' Foreign Affairs 
committee that he would discuss with Mr. Assad ways to 
break the deadlock in the talks between Israel on one hand. 
Syria and Lebanon on the other, the AI Ahram daily 
added. The Middle East peace process is one the main 
topics on Mubarak's agenda during his visit to Washington, 
where he was to meets President Bill Clinton on Wednes- 
day. His last meeting with Mr. Assad took place last 
December in Alexandria, and was also attended by Saudi 
King Fahd. The summit expressed support for Syria's 
position in the negotiations with Israel. 

Settlers saw down Palestinians’ trees 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM | aFP) — Jewish settlers have 
cut down around 1,500 olive, fig and almond trees 
belonging to Palestinian farmers in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, the Palestinian Centre for Non-Violence said 
Wednesday. The farmers watched helplessly as the armed 
settlers set to work with saws, but filed a complaint at the 
Bethlehem police station and asked for the municipality's 
help, the center added in a stateament. The settlers said the 
trees had been planted in public plots given by Israel's 
government to their settlement. Maale Amos, in the south 
of the W«t Bank. They also argued the trees, which were 
cut down in the past few days, were too old to be uprooted. 
The Palestinian Centre of Non-Violence supports peaceful 
action against Israel. It was set up in ?986 by a U.S. citizen 
of Palestinian origin. Mubarak Awad. 

Israeli customs confiscates pencil boxes 

TEL AVIV (AP) — It is not the sharp compasses and 
pencils, but a cover map describing Israel as "Palestine" 
that has prompted authaorities to confiscate thousands of 
Pendl boxes destined for the Gaza Strip. The metal cases 
appeared in a photograph in the Maariv daily Wednesday 
under a caption entitled "Dangerous pencil boxes." Israel’s 
customs authority said the 18.U00 Chinese-made boxes 
shipp^ to the southern port of Ashdod this week would be 
held indefinitely because of drawings on the cover high- 
lighting a map of the Arab World, with Israel labelled as 
''Palestine." ilie customs authority was waiting for instruc- 
tions from the government. • 

2 missing Kuwaitis found in Iraqi prison 

KUWAIT (AP) — Two Kuwaitis who went missing near 
the border in February are in an Iraqi prison awaiting trial, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
disclosed Wednesday. Speaking on condition of anonym- 
ity. an ICRC official said the men. Ahmed Al-Azimi. 17. 
and Mohammed AI Azimi. 20. had been captured by Iraqi 
forces and were ‘'in good condition." He refused to say 
where in Iraq they are being held, or elaborate on the 
circumstances of their arrest. 


8 killed as Kurdish mourners attack 
Red Crescent vehicle in N. Iraq 


DOHUK (Agencies) — 
'Three Turks and five Kurds 
were killed when a crowd of 
Kurdish mourners attacked a 
car carrying Turkish Red 
Crescent aid workers near 
here on Wednesday. Kurdish 
and Turkish officials said. 

The Kurds attacked the car 
at a petrol station as they 
travelled from their village 
Adadi to Dohuk in northern 
Iraq for the funeral of seven 
shepherds they say were kil- 
led by Turkish troops. 

More than 200 mourners 
were travelling in cars and 
buses from the shepherds' 
village. Azadi. when they 
spotted the Red Crescent 
Landcniiser — distinguished 
by a white flag with a red 
crescent — as it filled up with 
petrol, said witness Mustapha 
Hussein. 

Ilie started stoning the 
vehicle, shoudng that it was 
transporting the Turks who 
killed the shepherds. 

One of the Turks <^ned 
fire with a pistol, killing in- 
stantly four brothers of one 


of the dead shepherds, wit- 
nesses said. A fif^ Kuni died 
later in hospital while 
another is still in serious con- 
dition. 

The rest of the crowd 
“went mad" and attacked the 
car. grabbing the 
machineguns of the Turks* 
two Kurdish guards, who ran 
off. and turning them on the 
Turks, witnesses Mahmoud 
Hussein said. 

A representative of the 
Turkish Red Crescent who 
ref^d to be named said that 
the Turks were aid workers 
involved in the food distribu- 
tion programme the or^isa- 
tion started in Zakho on 
Monday. 

However, Kurds ou^de 
the Red Crescent offi^ in 
Dohuk charged that the dead 
Turks were either members 
of the Turkish Imetiigence 
Service (MIT) or plaincfotiies 
members of a special Turkish 
military team. 

They said the team arrived 
at the'offlce in Dohuk early 
Wednesday and then left in 


one of the organisation's 
cars. 

On Tuesday, Kurdish offi- 
cials and villagers said that 
Turkish troops had abducted, 
killed and mutilated the 
'seven Azadi shepherds who 
includes a father and son. 

Tiie accusations were de- 
nied by the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry which blamed the 
atrocity on the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). saying 
it bore its hallmark. 

The European Union (EU) 
meanwhile, called on Turkey 
to withdraw its troops “as 
rapidly as possible" from 
northern Iraq, where it has 
been waging an offensive 
against the PKK since last 
iiH)nth. 

In a statement the French 
EU presidency repeated its 
“pressing concern" over the 
military operation, which has 
parked protests from inter- 
national human rights 
groups. 

The 15-member EU “reaf- 
firms the need for a strict 
respect of human rights and 


international humanitarian 
rights, and asks for the with- 
drawal of Turkish troops as 
rapidly as possible." the 
statement said. 

Foreign ministry spokes- 
man Richard Duque said the 
troika country's ambassadors 
in Ankara had contacted the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry 
Wednesday morning to con- 
vey the EU's concerns. 

The staiemem noted that 
representatives of the troika 
group of EU countries — 
France. Germany and Spain 
— had told Ankara durinf a 
visit on March 23 of the “risk 
to civilian populations, in 
particular reftigees" posed by 
the action. 

The offensive by Ankara, 
in which it has sent 35,000 
soldiers into northern Iraq to 
destroy PKK bases, is the 
largest since the PKK laun- 
ched a guerrilla war in south- 
eastern Turkey in 1984 aimed 
at establishing a separate 
Kurdish state. 


Egypt, Israel may form panel on NPT row 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egj^ 
and Israel may form a joint 
committee to resolve their 
dispute over the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said in an interview 
published Wednesday. 

“A joint Eg^tian-Israeli 
committee could be set up to- 
discuss this issue and try to 
reach an accord,’* Mr. 
Mubarak told the Los 
Angeles Times. The inter- 
view was also carried by the 
Egyptian newspaper AI 
Ahram. 

Mr. Mubarak, currently 
visiting the United States, 
was due to hold talks with 
President Bill Clinton 
Wednesday. 

Egyptian ForeigD Minister 
Amr Musa and his Israeli 
counterpart Shimon Peres 
are to meet in Paris on Thurs- 
day in renewed bid to settle 
the (tispute. 

Israel, believed tt> possess 
about 200 nuclear waffieads. 
has not signed the NPT, 
which comes up for renewal 
at a U.N; conference in New 
York later this month. 

Egypt has threatened it will 
not agree to an unlimited 
extenaon of the accord until 


Israel agrees to join the trea- 
ty- 

Egypt is awaiting an Israeli 
response to a compromise 
proposal which Mr. Musa 
pre^nted to Mr. Peies at 
tteir last meeting in Cairo on 
Feb. 23, a senior Egyptian 
forei^ ministry official said. 

Mahmoud Karem. head qf 
the ministry’s disarmament 
section, said Egypt wanted 
negotiations to begin im- 
mediately on establishing a 
zone free of weapons of mass 
destruction in the Middle 
East. 

“The United States has cal- 
led for direct negotiations be- 
twen Egypt and Israel," the 
editor-in-^ief of Ai Ahram 
wrote. "That’s why prraara- 
tions are under way for a 
meeting in the next few days 
between the foreigji minis- 
ters." 

The paper predicted that 
Israel would present a new 
proposal in Paris. 

Another Egyptian news- 
paper, AI Akbbar. on 
Wednesday quoted Mr. Musa 
as saying that an Israeli reftis- 
al to sign the treaty lead 
to a regional nudear arms 
race, which we firmly 
oppose." 


An E^tian foreign minis- 
try source said Mr. Musa 
would travel to France after 
Mr. Mubarak's visit to the 
United States and would 
attend a conference Saturday 
in the southern French town 
of Saint-Maxime on coopera- 
tion in the Mediterranean re- 
gion. 

Mr. Peres, according to the 
Israeli foreign ministry, will 
travel Wednesday to Munich 
on private visit but will also 
meet German Finance Minis- 
ter Theo Wagel. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid called on Israel 
Wednesday to sign the NPT 
as a means of ensuring Mid- 
dle East stability. 

“The disparity resulting 
from the Israeli acquisition of 
weapons of mass destruction 
should be duly addressed if 
the aspired peace is to enjoy 
durability and stability,'* he 
said in a speech here marking 
the league's 50th anniversary. 

Israel should sign the NPT 
and iu “nuclear installations 
should be subjected to the 
safeguards system punued by 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA)," he 
said. 


It would then be possible, 
said Dr. Abdul Meguid, to 
enter “into rregotiatioirs to 
finalise an accord for the 
removal of all weapons of 
mass destruction from the 
Middle East re^n in the 
interest of both the Arab and 
Israeli sides, as well as the 
cause of global stability.'’ 

Dr. Abdul Meguid al^ cal- 
led for reforms in the Arab 
League Charter to provide 
for” a more “effective 
approach to crisis manage- 
ment" among member states 
to deal with such situation as 
occurred during the Gulf 
war. 

Changes, he said, might 
include additions or “sub- 
stantial amendments to the 
very text of the charter." 

“The most crucial such 
aspect may be the lack of an 
institutionalised Arab 
mechanism for the peaceful 
settlement of inter-Arab dis- 
putes. hence the need for 
establishing an Arab court of 
justice with judicial powers 
and with competence to de- 
liver legal -opuiions." 

“We should not delude 
ourselves into assuming that 
goodwill alone would suf- 
fice." he said. 


Bering 
protests 
Lee’s trip 
to Mideast 

BEUING (AP) — China on 
Wednesday protested Taiwan 
President Lee Teng-Hui's 
trip to the Middle East, only 
the fourth foreign trip to 
Taiwanese leader has made 
in seven years because of 
opposition from the rival 
Communist government in 
Beijing. 

Mr. Lee returned Tuesday 
from a three-day visit to Jor- 
dan and the United Arab 
Emirates. It was the first trip 
to the Middle East by .a 
Taiwanese president since 
1977. 

China re^ds Taiwan as a 
renegade province and ob- 
jects to foreign countries 
playing host to its leaders. 
Taiwan has diplomatic rela- 
tions with only 29 countries. 

Like Mr. Lee's other over- 
seas trips, this one was low- 
key and billed as a vacation 
to spare his hosts stronger 
Chinese protests. 

"Lee Teng-Hui’s so-called 
private visit to those coun- 
tries which have diplomatic 
ties with China. ..was an 
attempt to create two-Chinas 
or one-China. one-Taiwan in 
the international arena," the 
Foreign Ministry said 
Wedn^day. 

“We are strongly opposed 
to such things, and this is our 
consistent position." it said, 
through a spokesman. “We 
have already stated China’s 
solemn and just position to 
and lodged a protest with the 
relevant Middle East coun- 
tries on this point." 

Both Jordan and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
recognise China, but 
Taiwan's national flag flew at 
the hotels where he stayed. 

Still. Mr. Ue said, UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan AI Nahayan was un- 
able to receive him because 
of protests China, while 
King Hussein was away dur 
ing Mr. Lee's stay. 

Mr. Lee did meet with 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Prince Abdullah and in the 
UAE with Crown Prince 
khalifa. 

Mr. Lee refused to disclose 
what substantial gainc.iiltis 
visit would produce, sayiw 
"Media exj^ure will ' only 
make things harder for 
ourselves." 


Cairo, U.N. agree to reroute pyramids highway 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
and the United Nations 
reached an agreement 
Wednesday to reroute a hi^ 
way from the 4,500-year-old 
Giza (wramids, sajnng the 
cost did not matter when it 
came to rescuing the only 
surviving wonders of the 
andent world. 

The nearly completed 
eight-lane highway, which 
passes within four Inlometres 
of the three pyramids and Ae 
Sphinx, wir be dismantled, 
possibly as early as next 
week, said Abdul Halim 
Noureddin, Egypt's chief 
antiquities offid^. 

Hie Giza pyramids and the 
half-man. half-lion Sf^inx 
are already suffering ftom 
haphazard construction, gar- 
bage and traffic near the 
plateau. The monuments are 
built of limestone, which is 
crumbling from weather ero- 
sion and air pollution. 

Egyptologists said the 
highway — part of a road 


around Cairo to alleviare in- 
terminable traffic Jams — 
would have forther damaged 
the monuments vritb more 
pollution and vibrations. 

The agreement apparently 
ends the six-month dispute, 
though both si^ said more 
study was needed. 

The new hi^way would 
wind north of the pyramids, 
said a statement from Egypt 
and the U.N. Educational, 
Sdentific and Culftiral Chga-' 
Risation (UNESCO). Mr. 
Noureddin declined to say 
how far away the road would 
be built or how much it would 
cost. 

The government earlier 
put the price at S14.7 nuHkm. 

Mr. Noureddin acknow- 
ledged the Egyptian ^iverR- 
ment made a mistake in 19^ 
when it approved plmts for 
the road near the plateau, 
listed as one of 440 U.N. 
world heritage sites. Howev- 
er, he said, the important 
thing was rectifying the enor. 


“What we have done is 
really historical. No one be- 
lieved this complicated prob- 
lem could have a solution." 
be told a news conference, 
also attended by a six- 
member UNESCO team. 

“You cannot put in a ba- 
lance how much it costs, bow 
much it lost, along with how 
much to preserve the site. 
Even if we lost a billion 
pounds (S300 million), that is 
not imporrant." Mr. Noured- 
din said. 

Other long-term hazards to 
the Giza plateau, including 
squatter villages, garbage 
dumps and even military 
camps, would be dealt with in 
time, he said. 

"There is a social and poli- 
tical aspect. I cannot tomor- 
row decide to tear down the 
homes of 10,000 families, we 
have to make alternative 
plans for them." he said. 

UNESCO has run into 
similar problems in the past. 


Leon Pressouyre, a French 
member of the team, said 
restaurants, a highway and 
parking lots were nearly com- 
pleted near Stonehenge in 
Britain before UNESCO 
warned of the danger and 
plans were cancelled. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak suspended work on 
the road late last year after 
UNESCO Director-General 
Federico Mayor wrote to 
complain that the road and 
other encroachments violated 
an international convention 
on heritage sites. 

But no final decision on the 
fate of the highway was taken 
until this week's talks wiiii 
the UNESCO mission, led by 
French Egyptologist Profes- 
sor Christiane Noblecourt. 

Out of four alternative 
Foutes.they chose one that 
runs north-south parallel to 
the Nile and several 
kilometres east of the 
plateau, along the 
Maryoutiyya canal. 


The statement added there 
were plans to do more to 
remove other encroachments 
on the she, which now con- 
tains blocks of flats, a fac- 
tory. milit^ camps and two 
large rubbish dumps. 

’'We will certainly not 
allow any further building, 
even one flat. As for the 
existing violations we will 
deal with them. I can't say we 
will remove them tomorrow 
because I can’t throw people 
out on the street,’’ Mr. 
Noureddin said. 

“All the heaps of garbage 
are going,” he added. “The 
governorate of Giza is work- 
ing very bard to get rid of 
them." - 

Said Zulficar, director of 
operational activities in UN- 
»CO's cultural heritage di- 
vision, alerted die world to 
the violations of the 19^^ 
woild cultural and natural 
heritage convention after a 
private visit to Egypt last 
November. 


Egyptians take ‘nuclear’ option 


CAIRO (AFP) — To drool 
over an attractive woman, 
sing the praises of household 
appliances or boast of a hot 
sauce, a phrase taken from 
current politics has become 
all the among Egyptians: 
"nudMr", 

“That girl is really nuc- 
lear/’ admirers gasp at 
women, wbetiier passing by 
in die street or on the dance 
floors of Cairo's dubs. 

'*She could wipe out a mil- 
lion guys in the blink of an 
eye," others leer. 

Ihey have been assessing 
women for their megatoti- 
nage ever since the Egyptian 
government launched its 
campaign to commit Israel to 
joining the nuclear Non - 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

“UNO. with nudear suc- 
tion power," exclaims the 
latest television advertisement 
for a vacuum cleaner. 

“Cheaper than cheap: We 
nuke our prices” or “we 
won’t sign the NPT, but 
we’re bound treaty to 
make your life easier" read 
signs in store mndows in 
downtom Cairo to coindde 
with the sales season. 

“Try the nuclear sauce of 
Uncle Ahmad." a street ven- 


der wrote on the cart from 
whidi he sells “koshary." a 
popular dish of noodles, rice, 
lentils and fried onions 
doused in a blaang hot sauce. 

Before "nawawi" (nuclear) 
proUferafed in their speech, 
Egyptians cbose more 
romantic metaphors such as 
the moon or jasmine flowers 
to describe the sublime. 

But die new word doesn't 
only apply to beauty or force. 
Mothers-in-law, a fawurite 
target of Egyptian cartoon- 
ists, are called ’’nuclear 
bombs" and husbands cow- 
er under their wives' "nuc- 
lear capdrility" to make tfaeii 
lives mteerablt. 

Even the "mega-joint" rol- 
led by young, marijuana- 
smoking Egyptians has been 
upgrade to "nudear joint." 

“The only other time we 
used a political vocabulary 
was back in tbe time of the 
Gulf war," in 1992, Essam AI 
Hindawi, the owner of a city 
centre clothing store, said. 

‘'Then 1 wrofe on my signs. 
Patriot missiles torpedo 
prices," he retried. 

“The NPT has been an 
golden opportunity for mer- 
chants. nrst because ibe 
word nuclear is synonymous 
with force and power and 


also because tbe debate has 
taken on an aspect of 
nationalbt pride," Madiha AI 
Safty. a sociologist at tbe 
American University in 
Cairo, told AFP. 

Egypt refuses an indefinite 
extension of the NFT. to be 
discussed this month at the 
United Nations, unless Israel 
commits to joining the treaty. 

The Jewish state, which is 
reported to have 200 nudear 
warheads, says it wUl not do 
so until it has signed peace 
with all Middle East coun- 
tries. 

The stand taken by Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa and ^ criticism he has 
taken from Israel have given 
him an unprecedented popu- 
larity among government 
ministers. 

“Israeli attacks against 
Musa represent medals on his 
diest " tbe pro-Islamist daily 
Ai Abrar, usually not in- 
clined to praising the author- 
ities, wrote recently. 

“If a poll were taken on the 
popularity of politicians, 
Amr Musa would probably 
be one of the most esteemed 
men in the country," the 
French-language goveramental 
weekly AI Ahram Hebdo 
said this week. 


FBI informant insists he 
did not incite bomb plots 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion's informant refused to let 
a lawyer for one of 1 1 men on 
trial in as extremism case 
portray him as the instigator 
of plots against the United 
States. 

The lawyer. Valerie Am-' 
sterdam. accused Emad 
Salem on Tuesday of pushing 
Siddig Ibrahim Siddig Ali (o 
pursue acts that Mr. Siddig 
Ali otherwise never would 
have. 

The defence is trying to 
show that Mr. Salem created 
plots so he could play the 
hero and collect more than Si 
million ftom the FBI. 

Mr. Salem and prosecutors 
say the defendants on trial in 
federal court In Manhattan 
planned to bomb the United 
Nations. FBI headquarters 
and two tunnels and a bridge, 
all In a single day. 

They said Mr. Siddig Ali 
and others also plann^ to 
carry out assassinations and 
kidnappings to pressure the 
United States to change its 
Middle East policies, espe- 
cially towards Egypt and 
Israel. 

Mr. Siddig Ali pleaded 
guilty two months ago and 


agreed to cooperate with pro- 
secutors. He is expected to 
testify later in the trial. 

His voice is heard on most 
of the conversations Mr. 
Salem secretly tape recorded 
in May and June 1993. when 
the group allegedly was 
plotting numerous attacks. 

“Did it ever occur to you 
or did it become clear to you 
that if you simply stopped 
encoura^ng Siddig Ali. he 
would have abandoned his 
plan?" Ms. Amsterdam 
asked. 

“No ma'am,. He will never 
abandon the plaii," Mr. 
Salem said. 

“Which of the many plans 
wouldn't he have aban- 
doned?" she asked. 

Mr. Salem replied that 
there were "a lot of plan to 
destroy the American streets 
and it started 
already. ..because they 
already had accomplished 
one. ma'am, or two or mavbe 
three." 

“Siddig Ali had already 
accomplished?" Ms. Amster- 
dam asked. 

“He took part of the World 
Trade Centre, ma'am," Mr. 
Salem said. 




Prince Charley 
godson arre^ 

LONDON (AP) -V 
cautioned Prince C| 
godsra after arrestii^ 
canying anall amonntr 

stasy and I 

revved Tuesday. Toe 
ker Bowles, tbe son of (< 

la and Andrew E- 
Bowles, was arreste 
April Fool’s Day 
ing a nightclub in Gteeg'lrl 
South London, a G^||l 
police statement p** 
subsequently releafed f 
Bowles on caution, me-n 
tbe offense be akesi) 

he ever gets into trdoUr 
the law again. Frie&Iif* 
told newspapers tkqj 
young Parker BowlesJi^i 

fereofroffl his pare^ r 

divorce and levelatiom s 
his mothers' longtenn • 
tionship with tte prifet * 
has dropped “panicr” .. 
his surname to avcM ic. 
fication, reports said. Hi 
year-old Pvker Bowles 
English nndergraduit 
Worcester CoDege st(b- 
Universify. The coOege 
take no disdplinaiy acti- 
statement said. 

Gorky Park geU 
its own Mount 
Rushmore 


MOSCOW (AP) ~ Ge 
Washington is ebanu 
Gorky Park. Hie 
presideQt — os a 1Q«- 
(39-fbot) likeness of fab h . 
to be precise — 
diqilay in tbe central ■ 
pa^ later tins montt m 
of a huge ^astic tefSc 
Mount Rushmore. 1 m p 
ca, Kke tbe original m 
black hills of South Dak 
will include busts of Wash 
ton, Abraham Lincoln, 1 
mas Jefferson and iW 
Roosevelt. They will 
slightiy more than half- 
size of the originals. Tbe p 
tic presidential moimov 
part of a new attractioD bp 
ing soon at tbe centnl pail 
cnlture and rest named al 
Maxim Gorli^, A.KLA! G ' 

Park. Tbe Genoan a 
stiuction Ann ^ab b ^ 
patting up several new ric 
including a Dutch roller a 
ter touted as only the sec " 
of its Idiid in tbe worid. I 
mot Scbieiber, a Fidi offii 
said be bad no idea^^ 
attraction's finandal 
whom be ideotifii^ onl^ . 
Russian busnusssmanUvn SS 
Ctermany, wanted to n'-‘; 71^1 
cate Mount Rushmore 
fafoscow. On Hiesday,. 
coId’s bead was tying 01 
side, dusted with needy fif- . 
snow. lEs golden brown : 
was scratched, appaieod 
transit. 

Vietnam finds r 
third specimen; ' 
of new animal : 

HANOI (R) — Vie&iai,;;-hi!d 
officials are nurturing a 
Vo Quang ox calf op 
and leaves in a battle to 
it alive, an official newsf ‘ . 
reported Wednesday- 
only two previous ci ' 
specimens died wi'* 
months of being cM^t. : . . 
young animal . wei^nP . 
kflogrammes was foofl - . 
forests in Nghc An pafi ■ 
south of Huoi, last Safa - • . 
and was being cared p v 
forestry offituls, die ' ; 
nam News said. It was • 
the third spedmen of ti-', 

Quang ox, a new. tai ^ 
discovered.ia Vu Qoair ... 
ture Reserve in N^ ' ; 

1992, to be taken into c ... 

ity- The first two db 
intestinal probiems 
montiis after bang foarl '^aSe^ 
year. 


! '"‘SSKy 


Dogs cleared 
in sagging 
lamp-post prdi 

GATESHEAD, i 

(AFP) — A spate of S! . 
lampiXKts in die nort/ ^ 
ern town of Gatedieai .=' :• 
be investfoated but ~ ' 

ruled out m advance ; 
that doe could be fa^ . ^ , 
qxmsibie. More tbae; .. 
lampposts are to be faiil; ' •• ‘ 
after two fell down - 

weekend, one causing ' 
accident, and two V 
were removed disp'l(Q. 
signs cf weakness, UWa 63 
said. Tbe alart 
raised after a lamp-pcx^ 
laosed, faJling on a tt-'/i ; 

the dnver, Wj.'- - 'v 

a further ‘t .. 
which an accident w*;. • 
just avoided. “We.- ' , 

loiow whetimtheinbi;// . 
due to de si m fault Ot - f/ -v 
fatigue but nt^ to fi/ ; 
as a result of the in' 
tion,” a Gateshead ^ - 1 

official said, announfl.;^-/;^-' . .. 
week-lmg probe. 







